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PREFACE. 




HE readers of these few unpretending pages 
will easily perceive that, with the excep- 
tion of the Preliminary Essay, they com- 
prise a series of Sunday addresses. They consist 
of di^ou™. den™^ oa S™d.y „ori.g. in 
the parish church of St. Michael Bassishaw, 
Basinghall-street. It has been my constant en- 
deavour since, nearly twenty-one years ago, I 
was admitted into the sacred ministry of the 
Church of England, always to combine topics of in- 
structive interest, with topics of practical edification, 
and to avoid that decorous dulness, which some, 
with not a little justification, consider to be the 
inseparable accompaniment of a pulpit discourse. 
There is no valid reason why a sermon should be as 
drearily devoid of stirring incident as the monotonous 
dronings of a pleading in Chancery. Religion, if 
'rightly understood and applied, has a perpetual and 
practical bearing upon the Christian's every-day 
life. The Word of God, when " rightly divided," 
is full of interest. It embraces the past, the pre- 
sent, and the future, in its comprehensive scope. 
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The world's shifting scene furnishes an ever-varjdng 
aspect to the surface-student of its vain show. But 
the actors in this changeful drama evermore 
present to the deeper investigations of the serious 
observer the very same changeless aspect, as re- 
gards their motives, their objects, and their aims. 
Nations rise, and play their little part, and then 
pass away from the world's stage ; but human 
nature remains unchanged. In the narratives and 
the biographies of the Bible, we peruse not only the 
records of nations and of men, who in their day 
and generation accomplished their several destinies, 
and then faded out of the page of the living, to give 
place to the momentarily substantial realities of the 
age we live in, God's Word is replete with por- 
traits of humanity, in which we can trace our own 
likeness depicted with photographical certainty. In 
the records of the past we can discern no fanciful 
resemblance to the children of men with whom our 
own lot is cast. The people of the bygone, speak and 
act and think, not in the stilted terms of a tran- 
scendental and heroic age, but as men who were sub- 
ject to like passions as ourselves, with all the homely 
selfishness of modern humanity. Jacob still seeks 
to secure the birthright by un veracious craft; 
Jeroboam still betrays his benefactor, and sets up 
his decoy of golden calves ; Jezebel still " tires her 
head, and puts her eyes in painting; " Martha is 
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still " cumbered about much serving/' In other 
words, the Bible is a book of homely common sense ; 
it draws from the life, and speaks to the living. 
As I have shown in the chapter entitled ^^ The 
Fall daily exemplified^^ God's Word exhibits a 
Divine and perfect appreciation of human nature. 
It contains no ftdsome eulogies. It draws no 
exaggerated caricatures. God's Holy Spirit re- 
presents the men and women of old just such 
as we find, by experience, men and women to 
be at the present moment. The Bible con- 
tains the testimony of the Creator as to His own 
handiwork. The witness of an Almighty Father 
respecting the children which He has brought 
into the world. This distinctive feature of the Bible 
gives the preacher a vantage-ground of illustration 
and example, of which, if he avail himself not, he is 
inexcusably blind. But beyond these homely and 
practical illustrations which meet us at every turn, 
and which show us that " the forfner days were not 
better than these," the Bible supplies us with pro- 
phetical indications, as to the position which we at 
present occupy, in the counsels of the Most High. 
To the uninstructed eye of sense, the world's history 
presents as hopelessly indefinite a picture as the 
waves of the sea. The billows are now swept into 
objectless exaltation, by the inscrutable winds of 
heaven ; and now, for a season, there is a voiceless 

b 
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calm. Not so in the Word of God. In the decisive 
tones of an assured Omniscience, it tells forth events, 
before they come to pass. It traces, by anticipation, 
the rise and fall of the tides of human history. It 
enables us, by verifying things already come to pass, 
to realise our exact position in the chart of Divine 
providence. It encourages us not to indulge in any 
presumptuous speculations as to the times and seasons 
yet future, and which are hidden beneath the veil of 
God^s inscrutable foreknowledge. But it does exhort 
us to discern the signs of the times in which we 
live ; to verify prophecy already accomplished ; to 
study and believe, and believing to study ; and to 
draw such practical lessons of godly wisdom, conso- 
lation, and warning for the present, which the lus- 
trous pages of fulfilled prediction cannot fail to afford 
tof the devout believers in a Revelation. " Therefore " 
it is, that "every scribe which is instructed unto the 
*^ kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man that is an 
*^ householder, which, bringeth forth out of his 
" treasure things new and old." (Matt. xiii. 52.) 
We have the past, with its historical verities, with 
its prophetical announcements to draw upon, for con- 
solatory persuasion that the Word of God is true. 
We have the present to compare with the bygone. 
We can assure ourselves whether prophets profess- 
ing to be inspired by God, had any real acquaintance 
with events transpiring in our own days, or in the 
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"old time before us." We have the future, glow- 
ing bright with predictions of coming blessing and 
blessedness, rendered credible (not only by things 
once distant, but now come to 'pass) by the 
evident tokens that God is still fulfilling in our 
midst His predeterminate counsels for the redemp- 
tion of mankind, and for the estabHshment of Christ's 
universal kingdom — ^that kingdom which ^^cometh 
not by observation," but which is working mightily 
amongst us, and whose silent advance to completion, 
the incredulity of worldlings, and the apathetic 
faithlessness of a professing Christianity cannot 
delay for one hour beyond the time appointed. 

Saint Michael Bassishaw, 
May, 1872. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

The following golden words of the Bishop of London, spoken in 
the Upper House of Convocation, as reported in the Guardian of 
May 8th, so entirely express the deficiencies of the pulpit exhor- 
tations of the present day, that I venture to reproduce them in their 
entirety. Words so wise, and so suggestive at the present crisis, 
cannot be over-estimated : — 

" I suppose it is impossible to calculate the effect on the belief of 
" millions, which has been exercised by the public recitation in our 
" services of the Apostles' Creed and of the Nicene Creed, and on 
** that account I would not depose the Athanasian Creed &om its 
" place as a Creed to be publicly recited, because it is thus didactic, 
" and teaches precisely those doctrines the need of which is, I 
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** think, one of the great needs of the present day. Can we spare it 
** at the present time ? The tendency of modem thought, and the 
" course of modem controversy — I am not speaking of controversies 
** without the Church — lead to questioning the Divinity of our Lord 
** and Saviour, Jesus Christ ; and modem preaching, if I may be 
** allowed to say so, has a strong tendency to pass over, and shrink 
*^ from the didactic character it used to have, and to assume a cha- 
" racter almost entirely of exhortation. Whether it was that 
** preachers were moved by the complaints which were so frequent 
" at one time in the daily press, in other publications, and in conver- 
** sation, of the length and dulness of sermons, where we were told 
" daily that our discourses were at the best only endurable, I do not 
** know ; but we cannot but have observed, not merely among ordin- 
** ary men, but in the case of many of our ablest and most earnest 
** cleigy, a tendency to shorten their eermons almost to extreme 
** brevity, and to make them mere exhortations addressed to the 
'* feelings, than didactic discourses laying down carefully the different 
** articles of our faith. I am not saying that this mode of teaching 
" has not its advantages ; but one result is, that the instruction of 
** the public has become, in very many pulpits — and those pulpits in 
** the possession of very many earnest and able men — ^very imperfect 
'' so far as the exposition of doctrine is concerned ; and so much is 
" this felt by the clergy, that they have been obliged to add to their 
" sermons what are called instriiction dosses. They invite those of 
" their congregations who wishformoredetailedinstructionin doctrine, 
*' to remain after the service, or to come at some other time, and, there 
** and then, give them instruction in Christian doctrines of the most 
** rudimentary kind, finding, as we all know who have been in .the 
'' habit of preparing candidates for confirmation, that the opinions 
** of those whom we are instructing are, upon these doctrines, very 
" vague. Indeed, the tendency of modem thought, with respect to 
" the doctrines of the Divinity of our Saviour and the Incarnation, 
** is continually thrown upon the surface by works which become 
" inmiediately popular ; and when such a book as Ecce Homo is 
" received with acclamation, and accepted as a faithful portrait of 
'* the Saviour of the world, we can hardly doubt that the whole 
" question of the Incarnation and Divinity of the Saviour wiU 
*' have to be fought out again. But, meanwhile, the dogmatic 
*' teaching of the Church has betome less complete, and requires 
** therefore to be supplied from some other source. Now, the 
'' Athanasian Creed publicly recited in the Church has been, I 
" believe, a very great safeguard to those great doctrines, and fur- 
'' nishes a mode of teaching which unconsciously takes hold upon 
'' the minds of thousands who rarely listen to a sermon on those 
** doctrines, and who were never' properly catechised in their lives." 

Does it not behove the clergy to consider, whether the time- 
serving meagemess of their Discourses has not helped to render a 
fuller teaching distasteful ? 
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ON THE MEANING OF THE WORD "CHRISTIANITY, 
AND ON THE INTERPRETATION OF THE HOLY 
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HE religious system which we profess can as- 
sert no paramount claims, either to our obe- 
dience OP our faith, apart from the testimony 
of the Old Testament Scriptures to the Messiahship of 
Jesus. The Gospel rests securely upon the Old Tes- 
tament pillars of prophetical fulfilment and historical 
certainty. It is either the very Truth of God, as 
spoken " in sundry times and in divers manners, to 
the fathers by the prophets,** and as confirmed to 
us in "these latter times by His Son, whom He 
hath appointed heir of, aU things, by whom also He 
made the worlds," or it is, at best, a system of emo- 
tional benevolence, of "love to God (whatever He 
may be) and goodwill to man,'* without any decisive 
testimony to its absolute title to acceptance, as the 

B 



2 PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 

Creator's one way of Salvation, by Himself revealed 
to the chfldren of men. Too many of the clergy of 
the Church of England are, I grieve to say it, at 
present so pre-occupied with a vain hope of enlisting 
the suffrages of worldly men in her behalf, they are 
so eager to catch the popular sympathy by diluting 

the " FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTs" SO 

as to make it suit the palate of the lukewarm, the 
freethinker, if not the materialist, that they are 
willing to make any concessions to unbelief, and to 
suffer the dogmatical and historical verities of the 
Bible to fall into abeyance, or perhaps to relinquish 
them altogether. This miserable and cowardly en- 
deavour to avoid the ^^ offence of the Cross '^ is 
fraught with the most fatal mischief. It impresses 
earnest-minded laymen with the idea, that either there 
is no such thing as religious certainty, or else that 
the clergy are too time-serving, too indolent, or too 
unlearned to make themselves masters of the infor- 
mation which is an indispensable requisite, now-a- 
days, for a defence of Christian truth. Men begin 
to ask themselves, " What is Truth ? Have the 
" clergy of the Church of England recently dls- 
" covered that they have been hitherto trusting to 
** clumsily devised fables ? Are they too ignorant 
" to give a reason of the hope that is in them ? '* 
" Or are they so pre-occupied in ^ serving tables,' 
'^ and in courting the popular applause, that they 
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^^ are without the leisure, or the inclination, to 
" devote themselves to the deeper studies of the 
" Word of God ? '' 

The present is emphatically a thinking and a 
reading age. The laity are not satisfied with hear- 
ing from the pulpit a transcendental sentimentalism, 
or with listening to vague statements about the per- 
fection of Christ's character, and the general claims 
of Christianity to our acceptance, as a beauteous 
system of benevolence. They desire to know. Is the 
Bible historically true? Are modem objections 
valid ? Is there any such a thing as Revelation ? 
Are the so-called " Prophecies '* random and coinci- 
dental guesses in the direction of subsequent facts ? 
Did Jesus and His Apostles adapt themselves to the 
popular predilection of their times, when they quoted 
from the Old Testament writings, and especially 
from the LXX version ;* or, are their citations, their 
interpretations, their authoritative decisions to be 
believed as decisive, as expressing the verj/ mind of 
the Holy Spirit of Truth ? These are all questions 
to which the laity have a right to expect no hesitat- 
ing and incomplete answer from the clergy at the 
present moment. "The priest's lips should 

KEEP KNOWLEDGE, AND THEY SHOULD SEEK THE 
LAW AT HIS MOUTH, FOR HE IS THE MESSENGER 

OF THE Lord of Hosts." — Mai. ii. 7. 

• See note on pp. 10, 11, of this Essay. 

b2 



4 PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 

Vain is it to suppose that "Christianity" will sur- 
vive, independently of wtat may become of the Bible, 
and its authority and genuineness, as the Word of 
God. When our Hope has lost its distinctive value 
as an anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast, it 
will cease to sway the consciences and the lives of its 
professors.* Dearly bought will be the applause of 
the multitude, and the patronising forbearance of 
the secularist philosopher, when the ministers of 
religion shall have lost the right to speak (from an 
inward conviction of the indisputable nature of their 
own statements) as the " Ambassadors of God." 

Fatal, therefore, is the mistake of those who 
urge us " to preach Christ, and to live Christ/' and 
who yet tell us to let the historical and prophetical 
writings take care of themselves. Idle it is to flatter 

* Well worthy of perusal is the illustrious Dr. Ewald's 
pathetic lament contained in the Preface to his recent Com- 
mentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, over the decay of 
religious principle and practice in Germany consequent upon 
the baseless insinuations of falsity and untrustworthiness of 
large portions of the Word of God, which are at present so 
fashionable amongst a certain class of self-styled critics and 
theologians on the Continent. The learned Professor in- 
veighs, with the forcible invective of a Luther, against the 
mischievous and ignorant guesswork of these empirical 
underminers of Bible verity. T have given considerable ex- 
tracts from his Preface and other portions of his Treatise, in 
the original, in my Paraphrastic CommerUary on the Hebreios, 
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US, that should these pass into discredit, Christianity 
will still remain as the " power of God unto 
SALVATION.'* Such prophcts of "smooth things'* 
evidently forget, or have never rightly understood, 
what the term Christianity denotes. Christia- 
nity signifies simply a belief in the Divine Mes- 
siASHip of Jesus.* Apart from the Old Testament 
prophecies, "Christianity" is a meaningless term. 
Christ means Anointed One, or Messiah. The 
Old Testament writings (Ps. ii. and passim) teach 
us that God's Anointed One, or Messiah, is God's 
Eternal Son. That He is the Word of God. 
That He was to be "made flesh" and "dwelt 
among us." To deny the Divinity of Christ is to 
cease to be a Christian. And this is what St. John 

* Be it observed, that I do not use the word Messiah in its 
restricted and Judaising sense, viz., as the exclusive King of 
the Hebrew Nation. In the 2nd Psalm, where it refers to the 
Son of God (Ps. ii. 2, "and His Anointed"), it is associated 
with no selfish notions of coming grandeur and sovereignty to 
be conferred alone upon the seed of Abraham. On the contrary, 
the Gentile nations are expressly to participate in the benefits 
of Messiah's sway. " I will declare the decree. The Lord 
" hath said unto me — Thou art my Son, this day I have 
^' begotten thee. Ask of me^ and I shall give thee the 
** heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
*' the earth for thy possession." We Gentile " Christians" 
are witnesses to the truth of this promissory invitation to 
Christ, to ask a reward commensurate with His redeeming 
toils. 
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means, when he writes (1 ii. 22), "Who is a liar 
" but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ ? 
" He is Antichrist that denieth the Father and the 

"Son*' ; and, again (1 iv. 2,3), "Hereby 

" know ye the Spirit of God ; every spirit that 
" confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, 
" is of God. And every spirit that confesseth not 
'^ that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of 
" God ; and this is that spirit of Antichrist, whereof 
" ye have heard that it should come ; and even now 
" already is it in the world." 

A system of religious belief that discards, or 
admits of a shadow of hesitation, as to the authority 
of the Old Testament Messianic writings, especially 
as they are interpreted by Christ and His Apostles, 
and yet calls itself "Christianity," is trading 
under a false name. It is not the "Doctrine of 
Christ " which the inspired founders of Christianity 
preached.* 

• That the Convocation of the Church of England should 
voluntarily associate itself with the deniers of this one fun- 
damental doctrine of Christianity, in so holy a w^ork as the 
revision of the Scriptures, is to my mind so shocking an idea, 
that I cannot but rejoice that my late father was spared the 
grief of seeing so evil a day. The Unitarian personally, if he 
be honest in his convictions, is deserving of all tolerant re- 
spect as an individual man ; but the learning of the Church of 
England, or her jealousy for her Master's Godhead, must 
indeed be at a low ebb, when she finds it expedient to ask 
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If, then, we beKeve solemnly and unreservedly 
in Jesus as the Divine Christ, or Messiah, the 
Son of God begotten of the Father (Ps. ii. 7), 
"equal to the Father as touching His Godhead/' 
the doctrines and statements which He has enun- 
ciated are at once invested with a supernatural and 
paramount authority. If He has promised, as He 
has done to His Apostles, that He would " be with 
them always ; " if He " opened their minds to un- 
derstand the Scriptures of Truth," their assertions 
also at once assume a position totally diflferent from 
the statements or the writings of any human autho- 
rity. To question is to blaspheme. " It is not ye 
that speak, but the Holy Ghost which speaketh in 
you.'* It is to deny the truth of God. The 
dogmas of Christianity are, by considerations such 

the assistance of those who " deny that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh," to help her to correct her own Authorised ver- 
sion of the Bible. That such a '* Ee vision" should ever be 
arbitrarily imposed, under the prescription of State authority, 
upon the laity and clergy of the Church of England, without 
the maturest discussion and consent on their part, would be 
an act of oppression unparalleled since the days of the Arian 
Emperors. From the present tone of triumphant aggression 
on the part of the so-called "Liberal" section in Church 
and State, I have little hope that the attempt to do this will 
not be made. True Churchmen are ready " to obey every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake," but there is such a 
thing as " the laying one's hand on the Ark of God." 
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as the foregoing, at once removed out of the field of 
speculative investigation. We may sorrowfully 
sympathise with those who hesitate or who cavil. But 
the duty of Christians is plain. Either we must 
relinquish our Christianity, which, I again assert, is 
an uncompromising belief in the Divine Messiahship 
of Jesus, or we must " hold fast our profession," 
regardless of the scoffs and the frowns of those who, 
with imperfect knowledge and hesitating faith, de- 
nounce us as credulous, and mock us because we 
cannot accept the " wisdom of this world which is 
" foolishness in the sight of God." Let us abandon 
Christianity, in the name of the God of Truth, if it 
be not strictly true ; but let us not " handle,'* what 
we profess to be the Word of God, " deceitfully ! *' 
A hesitating conviction will never produce in our 
hearers a living faith. The disciple speedily per- 
ceives whether the teacher has faith in the doctrines 
which he professes to inculcate; i.e., whether he 
" i8 fuUy persuaded in his own mind." 

For myself, as before God, I feel inwardly per- 
suaded, that I speak the unfeigned desire of my 
heart, when I say, let me never write one line more 
in defence of Christianity (which at present I solemnly 
believe to be the revealed religion of the God of 
Truth, Who will yet remain True, should all 
human conception of His ways to man be found 
erroneous) — ^let me never write one line more in de- 
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fence of Christianity, as soon as it is proved to be 
unveracious. But what I do earnestly protest 
against is, the miserable temporising, the half- 
hearted worldliness that trims its sails to catch every 
blast of popularity that blows. If we profess the 
indisputable truth, it is worth suflfering all obloquy 
and persecution for its sake. The martyrs died for 
the TESTIMONY OF Jesus. This was ^^the victory 
that overcometh the world," even " their Faith.?* 
We "that remain," seek a like salvation. The 
weapons of our warfare and the conditions of the 
conflict must be the same. It is worse than infatua- 
tion; it is a hankering after that "Friendship of 
the world," which is " enmity against God," to act 
as if we imagined that we could ever present the Cross 
of Christ in a form acceptable to the generality of 
men. Suppose that, after a while, the Popish and 
the infidel party triumph. Suppose that, in due 
course, we are " disestablished," and the State dis- 
avows its national profession of religion ; if we are 
true to Christ and the immutable doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, we shall at least be cast adrift with the 
testimony of a good conscience. We shall have, in 
compensation for our endowments, and our social 
advantages, the happy reflection that we have not 
proved false to the Faith once delivered to the saints. 
It is better to suffer with Christ, " steadfast, im- 
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord," 



10 FRELIMINABY ESSAY. 

than to reign with the world that " will not endure 
sound doctrine/* and hates us because we dare not 
" add to the Word of God, nor diminish therefrom.*' 
Our duty is, npt to court the praise of the disbeliever 
and the anti-Christian, but to save souls, if needs 
be, ^^so as by fire.** I will, therefore, make no 
apology for some of the statements contained in this 
volume. I have spoken the Truth, as I believe it 
to be, "in Jesus/* May God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, " who is the Saviour of all men, 
especially of them that believe,** accept my most 
unworthy efforts, at this most solemn crisis and 
turning-point in the history of His Church in Eng- 
land, in the defence of what I believe, from my 
inmost soul, to be the Truth. We may not be 
able to stem the present current of unbelief, but we 
are bound to testify against it. 

I take the liberty, in conclusion, of very respect- 
fully, but most earnestly dissenting from the opinion 
expressed (on p. 224, vol. i., of the Speaker's Com- 
mentary), by the truly learned and pious Prelate 
who has 80 conscientiously discharged the office of 
Commentator on the book of Genesis. His Lordship 
writes, " We must not always press the quotations 
" in the New Testament, as proof of the true sense , 
" of the Hebrew original, for it is natural for 
" the Apostles to quote the LXX as being the 
" Authorized Version, just as modern divines (!) 
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" quote modem versions in the vernacular lan- 
" guages without suggesting a correction of their 
" language, when such a correction is unneces- 
" sary for their argument.'* * Such a statement 
awakened sensations of unfeigned regret in my own 
mind. I feel persuaded that it will trouble the 
consciences of thousands who may consult the 
Speaker^s Commentary, in the belief that it contains 
the deliberate judgment, I cannot call it of the 
Church of England, but, of many distinguished and 
learned fathers of the Church of England. In the 
first place, the Apostles never quote servilely from 
the Septuagint. Oftentimes their quotations differ 
widely, sometimes totally from the ancient Jewish 
Translation. The assimiption that the LXX was 
the " Authorized Yersion,'* is altogether gratui- 
tous, and without any reliable proof. The LXX 
Version, as proceeding from an unimpeachably 

* To any one at all acquainted with the peculiarly ana- 
lytical and controversial temperament of the Jewish mind, 
such a theory carries its own refutation with it. The state- 
ments of our Lord and His Apostles were, in the first instance, 
addressed to the most critical and criticizing nation in the 
world, at the very time that Pharisaic Rabbinism was at its 
zenith. Any halting adaptation of Scripture that would not 
bear the strictest investigation, and that could not be urged 
with the authority of absolute certainty as to the fitness of 
its application, would have been immediately rejected as 
unworthy of a moment's attention. 
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Jewish source, was doubtless, of great authority with 
the Jews of the first age of Christianity. But we 
have yet to learn that its authority was paramount 
amongst them. Such a discovery, could it be 
fairly authenticated, would be one of the most im- 
portant events in the annals of Biblical literature. 

But could it be established, by irrefragable proofs, 
that the Jews of our Lord's day, to a man, preferred 
the LXX Yersion (with its deviations from the 
Hebrew text), as superior to it in authority, which 
no real scholar will for a moment pretend — such a 
popular and national, but uninspired acceptance 
would leave the question of the inspired New Testa- 
ment quotations absolutely untouched. We know 
for a fact that the Apostles, nay our blessed Lord 
Himself, often cited from the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures in terms not found in the LXX Yersion at 
all. But when they do authoritatively sanction any 
particular rendering of the ancient Greek translation. 
Christians have no alternative but to accept im- 
plicitly, and without appeal, such rendering, as ex- 
pressing THE MIND OF THE HoLY GhOST. I 

have shown, in my Paraphrdstic Commentary upon 
the Hebrews (pp. 213 — 214) that the very passage 
of Gen. xlvii. 31, which elicits the remark to which 
I above take such earnest objection, presents no real 
difficulty whatever. To assert that our Lord, and 
His inspired Apostles, speaking as the oracles of God, 
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quoted any passage from a popular yersion, which 
PARTICULAR PASSAGE they knew to be in part 
erroneous, and adopted it with its mistakes, because 
they believed that its familiar sounds would meet 
with acceptance from the people, seems to me to 
strike at the foundations of common honesty, not to 
say, of Eternal Truth and veracity. Let each indi- 
vidual quotation be subjected to a separate, a careful, 
and prayerful analysis, and it will be found that 
the quotations in the N.T. from the LXX always 
contain the sense, though they often differ widely 
from the exact words of the Hebrew. I have 
given various curious illustrations of this assertion, 
passim, in my Commentary on the Hebrews before 
mentioned. 

Those who desire to inform themselves of the 
exact state of the case respecting the quotations from 
the Old Testament in the New, cannot do better 
than peruse the sections in my late venerated 
friend^s, the Rev. Thos. Hartwell Home's " Intro- 
duction TO THE Critical Study and Know- 
ledge OF the Holy Scriptures,** which are 
severally entitled, 1. " Quotations exactly agreeing with 
" the Hebrew, 2. Quotations nearly agreeing with the 
'* Hebrew. 3. Quotations agreeing with the Hebrew 
" in sense, but not in words. 4. Quotations that give 
" the general sense, but which abridge or add to it, 5. 
** Quotations that are taken from several passages of 
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Scripture. 6. Quotations differing from the He- 
" hrew, hut agreeing with the Septuagint, 7. Quota,- 
*' tions in which there is reason to suspect a different 
" reading in the Hebrew j or that the apostles under' 
" stood the words in a sense different from that ex- 
^^ pressed in our Lexicons'^ — and also the sections 
1. " Quotations agreeing verbatim with the Septuagint, 
** or only changing the person, number, Sfc. 2. Quotations 
*^ taken from the Septuagiiit, but with some varia- 
** tion. 3. Quotations agreeing with the Septuagint, 
" in Sense, but not in Words. 4. Quotations differ- 
" i^ff from the Septuagint, but agreeing exactly or 
** nearly so, with the Hebrew. 5. Quotations differ- 
'^ i'f^g from the Septuagint and from the Hebrew,^' 

A cursory perusal of the above will abundantly 
establish my assertion that there is no servile adop- 
tion of the LXX version, in the New Testament. 
Our Lord and his Apostles spoke with the authorita- 
tive freedom of a Divine certainty. Their interpre- 
tations are final. To reject them, or to question 
their unerring accuracy, is to cite Omniscience to 
the bar of man's wisdom, and to condemn it. 

To place the infallible dicta of the inspired 
Apostles (whose words were spoken, not by them- 
selves, but by the Holy Ghost which spake in them) 
upon a par with the quotations of '* modem divines 
from modem versions,*' would be, in the estimation 
of hundreds of thousands of reflecting minds, to 
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abandon altogether the Divine Certainty of the 
New Testament Scriptures, I cannot but deeply 
regret that such a general and unguarded assertion as 
I have quoted on pp. 10, 11, should have found its way 
into a work of such high authority as the Speaker's 
Commentary, and which is recommended to the 
general public by the undoubted piety and erudition 
of the several writers hitherto engaged upon it. 

Each individual quotation in the New Testament 
from the Old requires to be dealt with separately, 
and with patient and scholarly investigation. It 
must be weighed and considered, firsts according to 
its primary application, and, secondly ^ in respect to 
the parallelism of circumstances which point to its 
wider scope and fulfilment (See in my Commentary 
on the Hebrews^ pp. 164 — 168, on Hab. ii. 4 compared 
with Heb. x. 38), and then in no case will it be 
needful to have recourse to a rule of interpretation 
so fatal, not only to the common honesty and candour 
of the New Testament writers, but also to the lowest 
pretensions to their inspired authority. The only 
safe rule of interpretation for a Biblical Commentator 
to propound is this. When Christ, or one of His 
inspired Apostles, have explained any passage of the 
Old Testament, the decision is final. Spiritus 
Christi locutus est, causa finita est. We may not at 
present fully understand it, but it is yet the true one. 
It will evermore be needfiil for the theologian to make 
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himself acquainted with the cavils and the glosses of 
a so-called " higher criticism," but to set its autho- 
rity above the dicta of Christ and His Apostles is to 
deny the Faith. 

For example, we all know that St. Paul's reading 
of Deut. xxi. 23 (in Gal. iii. 13) has been called in 
question by later Jewish controversialists, and their 
modem Gentile sympathisers, in order to get rid of 
the Apostolic application of the passage to the 
expiatory death of Christ upon the cross. (Be it 
observed, in passing, that St. Paul's is no servilely 
literal quotation from the Septuagiut. He writes. 
Gal. iii. 13, — yiypaTrrai yap' iTriKardpaTo^ Tra? o 
icp€fidfi€vo<: cttI ^vXov, Whereas the TiXX has in 
Deut. xxi. 23, — ort /ce/carfjpafievo^ vtto Geov iras 
Kpcfidfievo^ eirl ^vkov. The question for Christian 
believers is not. May the Hebrew word nbbpf under 
certain conditions^ mean this or that ? It is this, — 
Is a New Testament interpretation of the Old of 
decisive and final authority?) St. Paul, speaking 
by the Holy Ghost, has for ever fixed its signi- 
fication in Deut. xxi. 23. He has written in Gtd. 
iii. 13 (and there is no appeal, if he be inspired, 
from his authority as to the meaning of nbbp, 
Korapay in this particular instance), Xpiaro^ rj^s 
i^riyopaaey ix rrj^ /cardpa^: tov vo/iov, yevo^ievo^ 
inrep 'qfJMV Kardpa' yeypaTrra^ yap' hrucardpaTO^ ira^ 
6 Kp€fidfjk€vo^ iirl ^uKov. A reference to a Hebrew 
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Concordance will show that the Judaising interpre- 
tation of nbbp, viz., an insult, injury, or mockery 
(See the Speaker's Commentary, Vol. I., p. 879), is 
evidently one adopted for controversial purposes, 
' whilst, supposing the translation to be admissible in 
other passages where the word occurs, in this parti- 
cular passage (Deut. xxi. 23) the Christian student 
cannot, and dare not, admit any other meaning than 
that which St. Paul has given in Gal. iii. 13, which 
is also its ordinary signification of a " curse,^^ and 
upon which interpretation of the word the whole 
force of the Apostle's argument depends. 

I have thus spoken solemnly and earnestly, but 
without the smallest desire to give wilful offence to 
those whose minds are not as fully made up as my 
own. I cannot forget that upon my admission to 
Deacon's Orders of the {then, alas !) United Churches 
of England and Ireland, the question was put to me 
by the Bishop solemnly, in the face of God and of 
the congregation, " Do you unfeignedly believe 
" ALL the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
" AND New Testament ? " To this I answered, 
in conmion with all others who have been thus ad- 
mitted to Anglican Orders, " I do believe them.^' 
My clerical brethren will pardon me if I observe 
that these solemn words are to be found in the Books 
of Common Prayer, which are prized by the laity of 
the Church of England as their next best inheritance 

c 
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to the Bible itself. The laity know precisely what 
we have promised, and to what we have pledged our- 
selves. They are at the present moment most 
attentive and eagerly-anxious observers whether we 
have repented of our aflinnations, and whether, 
having repented, we are still prepared to accept the 
lemoluments of a branch of the Church whose dog- 
matic teaching has evermore been the exact reverse 
of that disbelief of Scripture authority which is 
so fashionable now-a-days. Nothing will so effec- 
tually alienate the laity of the Church of England 
from their clergy as the suspicion that they only 
half believe those Scriptures upon which their sole 
authority to teach is based. 

What, then, is our duty at the present moment in 
reference to the alleged " discrepancies and insoluble 
difficulties " (See Dean Alford's Prolegomena to the 
Hebrews, in his Greek Testament, Section i., 191) 
that critics profess to have recently discovered in the 
Word of God ? They must not be evaded, with the 
consoling but delusive reflection, that though parts 
of the Bible may have to be surrendered as inde- 
fensible, yet the system of Christiaiity is so doc- 
trinally beautiful, and the character of Jesus, as 
represented in the Gospels, so endearingly captiva- 
ting, that they will retain their sanctifying, quicken- 
ing sway over the lives and consciences of men. 
The teachers of a religion that makes such paramount 
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demands upon our obedience as Christianity un- 
doubtedly does, and whicb claims to be exclusively * 
the very truth of God, set forth in the Old and New 
Testaments, and who yet deprecate or evade the 
fullest inquiry into the historical certainty of the 
facts, and the absolute truthfulness of the statements 
upon which their pretensions to speak in God's 
Name are founded — the teachers of such a religion, 
I say, must sooner or later find themselves face to 
face with the conviction (if their hearers do not 
remind them of it), that they are claiming Divine 
authority, in general terms, for what they suspect to 
be untrue in some, if not many of its details. In 
plain homeliness, a discouraging sense of imposture, 
of pretending to assert and maintain, under a misty 
phraseology, what they do not believe in detail, will 
ere long accompany their ministrations. It will 
come to be said of the clergy of the Church of 
England, " The prophets prophesy falsely, and the 
priests bear rule by their means, and my people love 
to have it so; and what will ye do in the end 

* Let the reader attentively consider the words of St. 
Peter, Acts iv. 12: — "Neither is there salvation in any 
" other ; for there is none other name under heaven given 
" among men whereby we must be saved." Let these words 
also be compared with the opening words of that ancient 
Catechism, commonly styled The Athanasian Creed, " Who- 
" soever wishes {Quicunqtie wit) to be saved," &c. 

c2 
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thereof?" The remedy is a simple one. It Is one 
requiring a good deal of laborious self-denial. It 
demands a good deal of prayerful investigation of 
eacli difficulty in detail, in the retirement of the 
study. It requires that our clergy (the clergy who 
possess the best preliminary education in the world to 
make them able ministers of the Word of God) 
should devote themselves earnestly and willingly to 
the study of theology properly so-called. It is a 
painful and humbling reflection that, whilst we 
Englishmen, now-a-days, gladly accept translations 
of the works of foreign divines, few modem Eng- 
lish books of divinity are ever (I will not say trans^ 
lated, but) quoted in the writings of foreign theo- 
logians ; and yet (by early education, by social 
position, by time-honoured association with the State) 
English clergymen have an immeasurable advantage. 
To be able to call himself a clergyman of the 
Church of England, gives a young beginner even, a 
standpoint of social and ministerial authority for his 
statements and teaching, to which the clergy of no 
other Church in the universe can pretend. Let us 
then not continue to forget, that the study, especially 
in town parishes, has claims upon us, as teachers of 
Christ's flock, as urgent as the visitors' round, the 
schoolroom, the penny reading, the village club, the 
Church decoration Committee, and all the small 
accompaniments of what is now believed to be the 
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" parochial system." If we lose our Bible as the 
Truth of God, it will be idle to descant upon the 
" authority of the Church '* ! More information, 
and less pretension of ecclesiastical autocracy based 
oftentimes upon the slenderest personal qualifica- 
tions, is one of the crying needs of the Church of 
England at the present day. We do not take our 
stand primarily upon Church authority, but upon 
the Word of God, wherein alone is found the 
Church's authority to teach. I was much struck, 
not long ago, with the remark of a pupil whom I had 
prepared carefully, laboriously, and conscientiously, 
for Deacon^s Orders. I said to him at parting;^ « I 
hope you are now satisfied that you have gained 
some real knowledge of what you are going to 
teach." He answered. Yes / in a voice of hesitation ; 
" The only fault was this. There was too much reading 
of books and too little cram ! '' Now as long as the 
aspirant to the ministry of the Church of England 
believes, that by six weeks, or so, of " cram,'^ he can 
be qualified as an "able minister of the Gospel," 
there will be no improvement in the present sad con- 
dition of doubt, of uncertainty, of timid handling of 
the Word of God. Honest men dare not speak 
boldly upon topics of which they know little or 
nothing. . Charlatans may do so; our younger 
clergy are doubtless sincere, but they are not com- 
pelled to learn systematically or radically the 
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subjects, whicli upon their ordination, they are 
immediately expected to teach. They are thus too 
often blind leaders, not of the " blind,*' but of the 
enquirers, and the earnest seachers after truth. I 
have been recently astonished to find, men and 
women of the laity, well acquainted with Scriptural 
topics, I need not say " difficulties," of which many 
of (shall I say our junior ?) clergy have never heard. 
It is often staggering to the Examiners of Can- 
didates for Holy Orders to see with what imperfect 
acquaintance of the bare facts of Holy Scripture, 
men (otherwise excellent average scholars) present 
themselves for admission to Deacon's Orders. As a 
case in point, I may mention the fact that one very 
clever and gentlemanly young fellow, a graduate of 
Oxford, and the son of a clergyman, who came to 
me some years ago, almost at the last moment, to be 
prepared for his examination, and who showed a 
wonderfiil aptitude for learning, was rejected, and 
properly so, by the Bishop; because, amongst other 
melancholy failures in Bible knowledge, he could not 
give the least account of King Hezekiah's history. 
We had only about four weeks for our entire course 
of reading, and yet in that short space of time he had 
mastered Butler's Analogy in a singularly able way, 
together with a variety of other books that were on 
the Bishop's list. As he was a clergyman's son, and the 
time so short, I took it for granted that he, at least, 
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knew tlie historical outlines of the Sacred Yolnme. 
And yet, in all probability, on the Sunday evening 
after his ordination, this young gentleman would 
have addressed some congregation from the pulpit, 
from a text chosen from that Holy Book, of whose 
simplest contents he was really in such a pitiable 
state of ignorance. The Romanists, and the leading 
denominations of Nonconformists, manage things far 
better than this. Their ministers, if some of them 
lack in social polish and classical reading, at least 
can generally give a very creditable account of what 
they so tenaciously inculcate. Their ministerial pro- 
fession is with them the one business of their lives. 
With us it is too often the embellishment of a polite, 
secular education. The remedy rests with the clergy 
themselves. They have the ability, if they have the 
industry and the will, to qualify themselves to rise 
equal to the present emergency.* Let them apply 

* Let it be clearly understood, that I do not desire to speak 
one word in terms of disparagement of that vast multitude 
of struggling clergymen, who, with very small means at com- 
mand, wherewith to keep body and soul together, are yet 
overweighted with the care and oversight of poor populations, 
which would be sufficient to bear down their richest brethren 
if singlehauded, with an 'accumulation of temporal and 
spiritual anxieties. Many of these are accomplished scholars, 
but they are but men. When a man is tormented from week 
to week, not only as to how his Church expenses are to be 
met, not only as to how his starving sick, but also as to how 
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themeelres to the study of the Holy Scriptares ia 
the original, to the writings of the giants of 

his own children &re to be fed, he cannot be expected to have 
much menUl elaatieity when he retired to his study, to make 
preparation for his Sunday's inatrnctiona. This is a question 
for the lait^ of the richest counby in the world to consider. 
As they have sown, und jijiiiarently as thay have made up 
their mind to sow in future, they must expect to reap, and 
assuredly they will reap, A trtarved clergy produces 
BUr\-ed souk It ia not only the parson who sufib^ H£a 
people are so muiih the wotae. 

And here let me make one remark respecting the recent 
falling off in the aumbers of tlie eligible yuimg men, as com- 
pared with those who formerly preseuted themse|-vea, as 
candidates for the Holy Orders of the Cliurtli of England. 
Doubtless the uncertain sound which is emanating from high 
quarters (I refer to ecclesiastical and social elevation (ihiefly) 
at the present moment., aa to the reliability of the Bible, not 
only as a rule of faith, but a^so as a historical document, ia 
doing much to render men of mature years and independent 
thought,anxiously cautious iiloiit committing themselves to 
a profedaedly sacred calling, which may aft«r all be based 
upon nothing safer than a pleasing sentimeiitaiiHUi. They 
may -well be disconcerted at seeing men conteufedly enjoying 
the higher offices in the corporate society called the " Church 
of England" and teaching (under the plea of an enlightened 
conscience, and a receut access of knowledge) theesact reverse 
of the dogmas contained in'the Aitieles of that corporate 
society. Honest men naturally shrink from accepting 
emolument and dignity njion certain conditions, and 
ratifying the agreement solemnly "before God and the face 
of the congregation," and then setting themselves to vxolat« 
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theological literature of ancient and modem times. 
Let them read and pray, and pray and read. They 

persistently every pledge in virtue of which they draw their 
stipends. But this is not the only reason that excludes a 
goodly number of the flower of England's youth from her 
ministry. The State competes with the Church, and 
beats her out of the field. A youth of fair education, and at 
the age of 18, can earn, under State employ, a livelihood 
which, until very recently, was considered the average stipend 
of a curate, who cannot enter Holy Orders until he is 23, 
Parents well understand that, in the modem cruel struggle 
for a subsistence, it is more advantageous to put their grow- 
ing lads, at once, into an honourable service in which, five 
years before they come to be of canonical age, they will be 
earning their own subsistence, than to spend many hundreds 
upon a University education, which will probably qualify 
their sons, for the perpetual mortifications of a curate's non- 
descript position, and respectable penury. By the time that 
they are 23 they will be in possession of a maintenance, 
modest though it may be, which is for ever beyond the ex- 
pectations of the hardworking, toilwom Curate ; I might 
add, of a deplorable number of our Incumbents. There is, in 
the Civil Service, a certainty of yearly increase of stipend, 
a reasonable prospect of promotion, a regulated system of 
pensions. Parents (and let us not forget that the clergy are, 
in a great proportion, the children of the laity) naturally 
decide, in common prudence, in favour of the moderate 
competency promised by the service of the State, in 
preference to the almost inevitable poverty of the clerical 
profession. Let not laymen then indulge in foolish ex- 
pressions against *'a bloated Establishment." Let them 
remember that the emoluments, or rather the indigences, 
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Will find themselves amply rewarded. They will see 
that modem "discrepancies '* are no discrepancies 
at all ! They will find that the " difficulties " of 
Holy Writ are not the bran-new discoveries of a 
self-styled " BKgher Criticism/' but that they have 
all been wisely, patiently, reasonably, satisfactorily, 
discussed in years bygone, by men whose names 
were once "household words" of grateful admira- 

of the clergy are regulated by themselves. That the clei^ 
are no separate caste, but are expected by the laity to 
sympathize with them in all their sorrows, and in all their 
joys ; to share, with the doctor and the family lawyer, the 
most delicate and difficult confidences. If henceforth the 
clergyman is ^^ not up to the mark," in the estimation of those 
who, having the means of redress, yet apparently grudge him 
the wages of a working engineer^ let them not forget^ that 
no small share of the responsibility rests with themselves. 
It is THEIR OWN SONS who are diverted to the service of 
the State, before they are of age to choose the ministry as a 
profession, because their parents regard the holiest of all 
callings as a prolonged starvation, to which they would 
fain not expose, at least their own children. Let not either 
the laity entertain the false notion that our Bishops are 
amassing fortunes. They are, as a rule, dispensing their 
official incomes, and often their private means, with a 
princely liberality, amongst the poorer clergy, and in other 
benevolent channels. The late Bishop Blomfield, who was 
esteemed to be a very wealthy prelate, left behind him 
not much above the salary of a single year. All the rest had 
been dispensed in charity. nsnaS p**?3f nat. Prov. x. 7. 
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tion, in days when "Bible Dictionaries" were all 
but unknown, when the students of divinity went 
to the fountain head. "When they read (without 
the assistance of "epitomes/' or "handbooks"), 
the laborious treatises of men, who made the Church 
of England famous throughout the world ; and 
after they had read, digested what they had 
acquired, and in turn, themselves contributed to the 
right understanding of the Word of God, and the 
imperishable, unalterable certainty of Bible truth. 
Then will the. verdict of the Clergy of the Church 
of England be no hesitating one as to the su- 
periority of the ancient systems of interpretation 
over the modem, inaccurate, second-hand, and 
sciolistic method of handling the Bible. 

"No man having drunk old wine, straightway 
desireth new : for he saith, The old is better.'* 
(Luke V. 39.) 
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Hebrews i. 1, 2. 
'* God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
" in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
" last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap- 
" pointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
« worlds." 

ODERN Christianity, according to some 
of its latest expounders, is at best 
nothing more than a well-meaning 
imposture. It is a pious fraud! About eighteen 
and a half centuries ago a young Jewish 
peasant called Jesus Christ, of enthusiastic temper 
and considerable benevolence, began to preach a new 
system of imiversal and brotherly love. This system 
gradually made way in the world on account of the 
zeal of its preachers, and the spirit of philanthropy 
that pervaded it. Theologians (in other words, the 
ministers of the Gospel) have in later times so mani- 
pulated, defaced and falsified the simple creed 
of Jesus, that we at last see it, in its present 
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guise, of an exclusive and intolerant system of 
creeds, of dogmas, and pretended sacred writings ! 
Were it not for the mischievous invention of priests, 
Christianity would never have existed as it now does, 
demanding Divine honours for its Founder, and 
claiming to be the one way of salvation provided 
by God Almighty for a ruined world. 

There is something so grotesquely ignorant in 
such assertions that they might seem unworthy of 
notice. But we have lived to see the day when so- 
called ministers of the Gospel propagate them from 
the pulpit and the press. Clergy and people are 
growing ashamed to be too orthodox. The offence 
of the Cross — in other words, the downright home- 
liness of the Gospel's claims upon our obedience and 
faith — is offending many. Men are afraid of being 
thought superstitious and illiterate when they pro- 
fess their belief in the omniscient Godhead of Christ, 
in His miracles, in BKs infallible teaching. The 
doctrine of prophetic inspiration, of the Divine 
authority of God^s Word, of the genuineness of the 
"Books of the Bible,'^ is falling into disrepute. 
Men profess to hold Christianity restored to its 
original purity. That is, to a system of humanitarian 
benevolence. And yet they are ignorant of the fact, 
or they forget it, that no man can be a Christian 
or believe in Christianity, who denies the Godhead 
of its Founder, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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What, then, does the term Christianity denote f 
Why do the New Testament writers call Jesus " the 
Christ '^ ? What is the meaning of the term 
Christ ? The word Christ is the Greek translation 
of the Hebrew word n>i&!D, Messiah ! It means, 
both in the Hebrew and the Greek, " anointed one.^' 
It is not a proper name — it is the title of an office. 
It is not the surname of Jesus, as some may believe 
it to be. It denotes that He laid claim to some 
office, which He was called to discharge, as a matter 
of fitness and of right. " Christians,'^ therefore, 
are those who believe that Jesus was the *^ Christ,'* 
or "Messiah.*' But where did the followers of 
Jesus get the name ? What did they mean by it ? 
It must signify something very definite and im- 
portant, or the name "Jesus** would soon have 
caused the designation "Christ" to pass out of 
memory. 

The first verse of our text sends us straight to the 
fountain-head, whence the designation "Christ** 
and " Christianity '* are derived. It points us back 
to the hoariest antiquity. It takes us back to the 
remote ages, when the Western centres of civilization 
. and art were yet unknown, if not iminhabited. 
" God at sundry times and divers manners spake in 
times past unto the fathers hy the prophets,^^ It is in 
the prophetical writings of God-inspired Jews that 
we find the answer to this mystery of Godliness. 
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The propounders of aU these newfangled and siUy 
guesses as to the origin of Chrilstianity do greatly 
err, not knowing the Old Testament Scriptures. 

Now remember that the writer of this Epistle was 
a Jew who had been converted to Christianity. The 
object of the Epistle is to impress upon his brother 
Jews the truth of the doctrine which he himself 
professed. The Epistle was written at least within 
forty years of the Crucifixion. The Temple was still 
standing. The priests stiU ministered at Jerusalem. 
The Jews yet dwelt in their own land. Now, what 
was the first argument which the writer uses to 
induce his Hebrew brethren to think as he did ? 
Does he say, " You believe in a parcel of old wives' 
" tales. There is not a word of truth in your sacred 
** books. Your religion is a gloomy one — ^it is a 
^' selfish superstition ; it misrepresents the God of 
" love. Listen to my new story preached by Jesus — 
" a far simpler and better story of peace on earth, of 
" goodwill towards men '* ? . 

Nothing of the kind! He begins by assuring 
them that the writings of their own venerated 
prophets were the very word of God. He claims 
for the authors of the New Testament the very same 
authority. " God, who at sundry times and divers 
" manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
" prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us 
" by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
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^^ things, by whom also he made the worlds." It 
was God who spake, in every age of the world, by 
His Holy Spirit of Prophecy. The Holy Scriptures 
do not stand on the same footing as the most illus- 
trious efforts of human genius. When we read 
them, it is as if we listened to the audible words of 
the Almighty. 

That very phrase, ^^ these last days,^' was full of 
significance to Jewish ears. The Rabbis declared 
that they were distinctively the days of Messiah. The 
Apostles were right, according to Jewish interpreta- 
tion, in applying them to the days of Christianity — 
that is, the days of the Messiah. We see therefore, 
that Christianity is contained in the Old Testament, 
and is only brought into light and explained in the 
New. It is the supplement and continuation of the 
glad tidings spoken in time past by the prophets. 

It was God's Message of life to the fathers. The 
patriarchs beUeved in it, and waited for its full mani- 
festation in the Gospel. The prophets with one con- 
sent spake of it as the " good things to come." 
But what is this doctrine of Christ or the Messiah 
which prophets spake of, and psalmists celebrated, 
and kings and wise men so earnestly desired to see ? 
It is this, that God had anointed his only-begot- 
ten Son to be a Prophet, a Priest, and a King. 

A Prophet, to deliver to us the glad tidings of the 
Gospel. A Priest, to offer Himself for the sins of 
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the whole world. A King, to reign over a redeemed 
earth, and a ransomed people that He had purchased 
with His own blood. 

This it is to be a Christian ; to believe in the three- 
fold office of Jesus the Divine and Eternal Son of 
God — and so to live, as if we believed heartily in the 
sanctifying truth of our professions. 

But to what authority does Christianity appeal in 
support of her system ? 

Does she claim for herself the merit of a new 
revelation, or rather of a new discovery ? For this is 
the real meaning of the propounders of a hu- 
manitarian Christianity. 

They would represent her as shaking herself free 
from the supematuralisms of the ancient Jewish 
creed, and appealing to the self-love of men, for 
acceptance, on account of the material good that her 
charities can do them. 

In other words, as they understand Christianity, 
her mission is only for this life, and for this world. 
She feeds the hungry, she clothes the naked, she 
professes to assuage the bitterness of enmities. She 
instructs the ignorant in the useful arts that teach 
men how to earn the bread that perishes. She 
polishes the rude material. She educates men, and 
leads them into the captivatijig regions of science, 
of intellectual culture, and civilization. 

Such, I need not assert, are not the grounds, upon 

D 
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which our most Holy Faith demands our acceptance, 
our obedience, and our reverential gratitude. 

She claims God for her author, and Heaven for the 
place of her birth. The story that she has to tell, 
has for its subject, not the life that now is, but the 
Life that is to come. She has little to say about 
human wisdom and man's excellency, except to 
assert, that both must be made subject to the 
obedience of faith. She tells us that this world 
passeth away, and the fashion thereof. 

She is come down as an angel visitor to this vale 
of tears, not to teach us how to make this our 
home, and the place of our rest. Her mission is to 
the sorrowful, to the heavy laden, to the oppressed, 
to those who are acquainted with grief, to those who 
are walking through dry places, seeking rest, and 
finding none. She takes the world's weary 
pilgrim by the hand, and points him to the 
skies. She tells him that, there is his abiding 
city. That his citizenship is above, " with the saints 
in light." She bids faith put out her trembling hand, 
and take firm and assured hold of things imseen. 
She shows us how a door is opened in heaven, and 
how the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
can shine down into every wounded heart, into every 
contrite soul — reflected in all its healing beauteous- 
ness, directly from the face of Jesus Christ. She 
tells us of sin forgiven, of man reconciled to God, 
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of death swallowed up in victory, of tlie triumpliant 
reign of eternal peace, and the kingdoms of this world 
become the kingdoms of God and of His Christ. 

And then, in confirmation of her story, to convince 
us that the good news is true, to hush every doubt, 
to silence every fear — she takes the " Volume of the 
Book '* in her hand — she bids us listen to the 
unfaltering testimony of aU the holy prophets since 
the world began. She assures us, in the words of our 
text, " God who at sundry times and in divers 
" manners spake in times past xmto the fathers, by 
" the prophets. Hath in these last days spoken unto 
" us by his Son, whxym He hath appointed heir of all 
" things, hy whom also He made the worlds,^* 

Pause for a moment, and consider the significance 
of those words, " Whom He hath appointed heir of all 
" things, by whom also He made the worlds." 
They speak of the humanity, as well as the Eternal 
Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

They assure us that the words which He speaks to 
us, they are Spirit and they are Truth. 

They refer us back to the Book of Genesis, which 
tells us that " in the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.'* — He then, "by whom the 
worlds were made," waa none other than Jehovah 
Himself. If they were made by the Son, even Jesus 
Christ, then He is, and must be, very God. 

Now don't imagine that the doctrine, that the 
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worlds were made by the Son of God, is one of the 
novelties of Christianity. Philo, the Alexandrian 
Jew, who was a contemporary of our Lord, again and 
again, states the same fact. It is also the doctrine of 
the early Hebrew speaking Rabbies, as expressed in 
the Targums. These ancient Jewish doctors, like 
St. John in his Gospel, xmderstood the expression 
" THE Word of God ** to be the " Son of God.'* 

I will quote two or three sayings of Philo's, out 
of an infinite number, by way of illustration. He 
says, " The Word is the image of God, by whom the 
"whole universe was framed.'* Again he says, 
" The Divine Word is the image of God, the eldest 
" of all things soever that can be mentally discerned. 
** The closest copy of Him who alone truly is, since 
"there is no separating interval between them.'* 
Again, Philo, like St. Paul, describes the Word op 
God, as " the express image of His person.** " The 
"High Priest.** "The intercessor with God on 
" behalf of men,** who " intercedes for the hesitating 
" soul,'* and who " rejoices in his office.** 

Remember that these are words of an unbaptised 
Jew, who lived in Egypt, at the time of our Lord*s 
preaching on earth, and then say, whether the 
doctrines of Christianity are novel fictions, invented 
hy theologians, or whether they are not more ancient 
than the written text of the New Testament itself ? 
. And now, with respect to the other saying of our 
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text, " Whom He hath appointed heir {or inheritor) 
of all things.'' These refer us back to two predic- 
tions of David, who wrote nearly eleven hundred 
years before Jesus was born (as Micah foretold He 
should be), at Bethlehem. In the 2nd verse of 
the second Psalm, you find the expression, " the 
Lord and His Anointed,'^ i.e., in Hebrew, 
" Jehovah and His Messiah.'' In the 6th verse. He 
is described as God's royal representative, " Yet have 
" I set my King on my holy hill of Zion." In 7th 
and 8th verses it is written, "I will declare the 
" decree : Jehovah said unto me. Thou art my Son, 
*^ this day have I begotten thee ; ask of me, and I will 
" give thee the heathen (or nations) for thine in- 
^' heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
"thy possession." 

The Psalm closes with an invitation to render to 
Him divine homage, and rejoicing faith. « Kiss the 
" Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish /rom the way, 
" when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
"are all they that put their trust in Him.*' 

You will remember that our Lord repeatedly 
calls Himself the Son of Man. In John v. 25 — 
27, our Lord says of Himself, "Verily, verQy, 1 
" say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when 
** the dead shaU hear the voice of the Son of God, 
" and they that hear shall live. For as the Father 
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"hath life in Himself, so hatli He given to the Son 
" to have life in Himself. And He hath given Him 
" authority to execute judgment also, because He 
" is the Son of Man." 

The explanation of these words is foimd in Psalm 
viii. 4 — 6, " What is man, that thou art mindful 
" of him f and the son of man, that thou visitest 
" him? For thou hast made him a little lower than 
" the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
" honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over 
" the works of thy hands, thou hast put all things 
" under his feet.'* This passage the writer to the 
Hebrews expressly applies to the humiliation, the 
death, the exaltation, the future and universal king- 
dom of Jesus the Messiah. (Heb. ii. 5 — 8.) 

I have already reminded you that Philo the Jew 
calls the personal Word of God, *' the express 
image of His person." St. Paul, in the Hebrews, 
asserts that the Son of God was the " brightness of 
His Father's glory." The Rabbies in the days of the 
apostles, and afterwards, applied the Divine name of 
the ^^Shechinah " to the Messiah. The Shechinah was 
the manifestation of God that dwelt between the 
Cherujbims. So that you see, to ascribe Divinity or 
Godhead to the Messiah, i.e., to God's anoiated Son, 
or Christ, is no modem doctrine of Christianity. It 
is the distinctive tenet of the one faith held in every 
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age. It is older than the very name of Christianity 
itself. For we read in the Acts, that the disciples 
were first called Christians at Antioch. (Acts xi. 26.) 

When, therefore, men taunt us with having 
adopted a set of doctrines, which do not belong to 
Christianity in its earliest simplicity, we need not 
be disconcerted by such a silly and illiterate an 
accusation. 

Almost all the doctrines of Christianity, I might 
say every, one of them, are to be found in the theo- 
logical system of the Jews before the coming of 
Christ. The Jews rejected the person and individual 
claims of Jesus of Nazareth, because He was a poor 
man. But their own prophet Isaiah had distinctly 
foretold that He should be thus " despised and re- 
jected of men.** The rejection of Jesus by the 
Jewish people is the crowning testimony to the 
truth of the Old Testament. It proves to us God's 
Divine foreknowledge. Any prophet who had 
merely in vision seen Jesus, clothed with His mi- 
raculous gifts, spotless in the perfection of His holy 
nature, going about doing good, speaking as never 
man spake, mmt have declared, that when He ac- 
tually appeared on earth. He would be received with 
acclamation. His people would take Him by force, 
and make Him a king. 

Not so with Isaiah, Divinely instructed by God, 
respecting things that should come to pass. 
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He saw, indeed, Christ's glory, and spake of 
Him. But, to him it was also revealed, that Christ 
must first suffer, that He must be rejected of men, 
that He must be crucified, and rise again on the 
third day. 

Men and brethren, you and I are witnesses to the 
truth of the Scripture of our text. 

GOD did " speak to the fathers by the prophets.'' 

He has spoken to us, in these last times, by His 
Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things. 

Are not the heathen (or Gentiles) His inherit- 
ance ? Are not the uttermost parts of the earth 
His possession ? Was not David a true prophet, 
when he said concerning Jesus, " All nations shall 
serve Him, All nations shall call Him blessed ^^ ? 
(Psalm Ixxii. 11, 17.) — May we not trustfully look 
forward to the predicted time when " the knowledge 
of the glory of God shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea ? " What a flood of hopeful illumination 
is thrown by such reflections as these, upon those 
words of 2 St. Peter i. 16—21. 

" For we have not followed cunningly devised 
*' fables, when we made known unto you the power 
" and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
" eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received 
" from God the Father honour and glory, when 
** there came such a voice to Him from the excellent 
" glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
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" well pleased. And this voice which came from 
" heaven we heard, when we were with Him in the 
" holy mount. We have also a more sure word of 
** prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
^^ as imto a light that shineth in a dark place, imtil 
" day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 
" Knowing this first, that no prophecjr of the Scrip- 
" ture is of any private interpretation. For the 
^* prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
" but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
" the Holy Ghost.'* 

What need have we then of further witness f 

" We know that the Son of God is come, and 
" hath given us an imderstanding, that we may 
" know Him that is true. And we are in Him that 
" is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
" true God and eternal life.'* (1 John v. 20.) 

" See then," says the writer to the Hebrews, 
" that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they 
" escaped not, who refused him that spake on earth 
" (i.e., Jehovah on Mount Sinai), much more shall 
" not we escape if we turn away from Him that 
" speaketh from heaven.'* (Heb. xii. 25.) 

If the Bible be in very deed the Word of God — ^if 
it declares to us the one way of salvation, what a 
responsibility, as well as a privilege, does it confer 
upon nations, as well as individuals ! How great is 
the mistake of those who neglect its precepts, or 
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who undervalue tlie tremendous importance of the 
instructions with which it supplies us^ as to what is 
the " will of God concerning ii8.'\ In one sense^ the 
ministers of religion have nothing to do with 
politics. We have nothing to do with any party 
struggle for pre-eminence, nor would we intermeddle 
with ** the strife of tongues/' But he would be a 
very blind guide indeed, who did not believe that 
God's blessing] resting upon the people at large, 
brings with it peace, prosperity, and material great- 
ness. As patriots, therefore, we should desire to 
see the people fed with the ** sincere milk of the 
word/' We should do our best to promote the 
heartfelt acceptance of the doctrines of the Bible, by 
all who hear us — by all who come within the sphere 
of our influence. 

In no other book can we certainly learn our duties 
to God and man as in the Holy Scriptures. Let us 
all then take heed how we teach others to believe 
that Bible knowledge is a superfluous, and a merely 
ornamental branch of the education of the people. 
Religion is not only for women and priests; the 
Bible contains strong meat for men, as well as milk for 
babes. Even as a historical document, it is the most 
interesting one in the whole world. It contains the 
only reasonable records of man's origin and the 
world's creation. It takes us back to the cradle of 
our race, and tells us that we are the children of 
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God. But quite apart from its historical importance 
and its venerable antiquity, it claims to itself to be 
the ONE TREASURE that dwindles all earthly lore, and 
science, and greatness, to insignificance. It con- 
tains the Light of Life which extinguishes all the 
taper-glimmerings of human genius, by the bright- 
ness of its shining. — ^We live in time, but far Eter- 
nity. God*s Word teaches us how to use the world 
without abusing it! It teaches how "that deny- 
" ing imgodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
" soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
" world." — I do not mean to say, that many who 
profess to believe in the Bible do not give great 
offence, and cause the holy name of Christ to be 
blasphemed. But he is a very bold man who would 
assert, that if the doctrines of God's Word were 
lived up to by the many, the world would not present 
a great change for the better. 

Believe me, brethren, it is yet true of nations as 
Well as individuals, " He that honoureth me I will 
** honour, but he that despiseth me shall be lightly 
" esteemed.'' It is yet true, " Righteousness exalteth 
a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people ! ** 

At this very moment we see before our eyes God's 
national judgments abroad against a people of 
notorious transgressors. The women were sunk in 
frivoKty and superstition— the men prided them- 
selves upon a cynical godlessness. The foimdations 
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of society have collapsed, and there seems as yet 
not one wise man left, not one man of sufficient un- 
derstanding to address his fellow-countrymen in the 
words of affectionate authprity. "We have sinned 
" — ^We have done wickedly ; the wrath of God is 
" kindled against us. Let us now return unto the 
" Lord our God, for He has smitten^ and JETe will 
" heal us ! " " He has torn, and He will bind us 
" up again ! " 

Behold, then, and see to what we, in England also, 
may speedily come, if the Bible loses its regenerat- 
ing, invigorating sway over the consciences of the 
people ! Behold, also, how the mightiest fabric of 
human greatness may collapse in a moment, before 
the breath of God's displeasure ! 

But, brethren, let me in conclusion remind you, that 
National religion cannot exist without personal piety. 
It would be visionary to look for any instantaneous 
conversion of the masses. It is by individual holi- 
ness, by individual example, by individual prayer 
and faith that the community is leavened.' God's 
chiefest gifts are gradual in their bestowal. The 
beauties of the garden must be wooed a long time by 
the south wind and the sunshine, before they unfold 
their perfumed graces to the light of day. A good 
example, a living practical faith, are effectual means 
whereby the value of God's Word may be com- 
mended to others. All we who are here gathered 
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together are Christians at least in name ! Let us 
then all endeavour so to walk as becometh the 
Gospel of Christ. " Brethren/' says St. James, 
" if any of you do err from the truth, and one con- 
" vert him, let him know, that he which converteth 
" the sinner from the error of his way, shall save a 
" soul from death, and cover a multitude of sins." 

Let us then be zealous for the truth. Let us 
hold fast the form of sound words. Let us " contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints." 
But let us also pray that God would, for Christ's 
sake, make us " living epistles " that may be " seen 
and read of all men." 

" By pureness, by knowledge, by love unfeigned," 
let us commend, not only to others, but also to our 
own consciences, the religion that we profess. 

Inconsistency of life too often leads to a hesitating 
faith. But he who believes in the Son of God, with 
a faith that worketh by love, he has the witness in 
himself. 

He can say, "I know whom I have believed, 
" and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
" which I have committed unto Him against that 
" day.*' (2 Tim. i. 12.) 

Beloved brethren, this after all is "the end of 
" our profession, even the Salvation of our souls.*' 

The day is coming for all of us, in which contro- 
versy shall cease to delight, and the acrimony of 
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reKgious debatings shall awaken no responsive echo 
in the heavy ear of the departing soul. The one 
topic, that death itself will not avail to rob of its 
charms, will be the " Record that God hath given of 
His Sonr 

" And this is the Record — that God has given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son/' (IJohn v. 11.) 

Pray, then, daily (and seek to live according to 
your prayers), that God would give you the faith 
{not a name to live), but the ^^ faith that worketJi by 
lovey Pray that your love may be "made perfect," so 
that you may have boldness in the hour of death and 
in the Day of Judgment. 

So will your meek avowal of your trust in God's 
Word be, not only the expression of your peaceful 
persuasion, that you have chosen " the good part^ which 
" ihall not be taken from you.'' It will be like the 
candle that is set in a candlestick, and giveth light 
to all the house. It will be like the kindly illumi- 
nation of the lighthouse; it will silently allure 
away many from shipwreck ; it will guide them to 
the haven where they would be ; it will build up 
and strengthen the brethren in their faith, and when 
your own faith — " anchor of the soul sure and stead- 
fast " as it is — shall give place to sight, and the 
twilight gropings of mortality shall be exchanged 
for the assurance of good things to come, God will 
accept your " work and labour in love '' which you 
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shall have " done for His Namesake / '* You will 
understand how "faithful" was "He that pro- 
mised," and how great was the recompense of the 
reward ! Even as it is written concerning all those 
who love Him, look for His appearing, aad persevere 
unto the end — " He that overcometh shall inherit 
" all things, and I will be his God, and he shall 
" be my son." — " The same shall be clothed in 
" white raiment, and I will not blot his name out of 
" the Book of Life. But I will confess his name 
" before my Father, and before His angels." 
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Psalm Itttit. 15. 




" Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound. They 
" shall walk, Lord, in the light of Thy countenance." 

HESE words contain, under a figure, a 
grateful confession of the advantages con- 
ferred by national religion. 
They refer to the custom of blowing with the 
silver trumpets,* ordained under the laws of Moses, 
on days of religious solemnity. In Numbers x. you 
will find an account of the institution. These 
trumpets were used for summoning the congregation 
on various occasions. The priests alone might use 
them. — " And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
" Make thee two trumpets of silver ; of a whole piece 
'^ shalt thou make them, for the calling of the as- 

"sembly, and for the journeying of the camps 

" The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the 

* It has been asserted that the trumpets used on the Day 
of Jubilee were horm, and not straight trumpets. But the 
consecrated silver trumpets, doubtless, gave the signal from 
the Tabernacle and afterwards from the Temple. They could 
not have been silent on such a joyous occasion. 
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"trumpets; and they shall be to you for an or* 
"dinance for ever, throughout your generations. 
*^ And if ye go to war in your land against the 
" enemy that oppresseth you, then shall ye blow an 
" alarm with the trumpets ; and ye shall be remem- 
"bered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be 
" saved from your enemies. Also in the days of your 
"gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the 
" beginning of your months, ye shall blow with the 
" trumpets over your bumt-offerings, and over the 
" sacrifices of your peace-offerings ; that they may 
" be to you for a memorial before your God : I am 
" the Lord your God." (Numbers x. 2, 8, 9, 10.) 

These occasions of solemnity were termed " Days of 
" blowing of trumpets." (Numbers xxix. 1.) 

" And in the seventh month, on the first day of 
" the month, ye shall have an holy convocation ; ye 
" shall do no servile work. It is a day of blowing 
" the trumpets unto you." 

We see, therefore, that sounding the trumpets of 
silver must have awakened a multitude of hallowed 
sensations in the mind of the Israelite. It was as- 
sociated with every joyous and every solemn event 
in his existence. !From his infancy he had been 
accustomed to see the elders of his people repair at 
their thrilling summons to deliberate, in hallowed 
conclave, upon the a&irs of the nation. At their 
inspiriting call, perchance, he and his brethren had 

E 
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caught up shield and spear, and marched forth 
against the armies of the aliens. 

He had listened with repentant awe, as fhey pealed 
forth on the great day of atonement. Upon many 
a bright festival mom in the days of his boyhood he 
had rejoiced in their jubilant echoes. He could not 
but love those dear familiar tones. They conjured 
back with tuneful eloquence visions of bygone happi- 
ness, of innocent mirth and recreation. 

Above all, once in fifty years the whole nation 
waited with eager anxiety to catch the first notes — 
the inconceivably j(yyotts notes of the trumpet of Jubilee. 
They bid the whole nation be free. They reminded 
them that the land was God's, and that they were 
His freebom children. The first blast restored the 
exiled debtor to his inheritance — released the bond- 
servant from his compulsory toils — ^reminded the 
whole people of Israel of their homes, their liberties, 
and their national independence. It was therefore 
no mere figure of speech which the Psabnist uses in 
the text, when he says — " Blessed is the people that 
" know the joyful sound. They shall walk, O Lord, 
" in the light of thy countenance.*' {See note, p. 48.) 

The civil and religious liberties of the Jews were 
inseparably united. The fear of God and their 
political well-being went hand in hand together. 
There was not a chord in the Hebrew citizen's heart 
but vibrated in response to the **joyftil sound.'* It 



THE JOYFUL SOUND. 61 

must haye been inexpressibly dear to him. He 
must haye listened with reverential rapture, as he 
heard it in the faint distance, as the willing breezes 
wafted it over the cornfields and valleys of his 
beautiful land. Like the sweet Sunday chimes of 
England it was full of deep and earnest meaning. 
It appealed to his religious sentiments, to his 
patriotism, and the golden memories of social and 
national rejoicings. 

" Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
" sound. They shall walk, Lord, in the light of 
" thy countenance ! " 

This Scripture, written just 3,000 years ago, is 
pregnant with admonition to all nations that profess 
to know the truth, and admit the authority and 
teaching of the Bible. The Psalmist reminds us, 
that the people who know the joyful sound, are 
BLESSED. Secondly, that they shall walk in the light 
of God's countenance. He asserts that true religion, 
and its joyful observance, make a nation prosperous 
and happy. Secondly , that God bestows the light of 
His countenance — ^that is. He prospers and honours 
those who render the homage that is due to His 
great and terrible name. 

The Psalm opens with a joyous expression of gra- 
titude for God's goodness to the Hebrew nation in 
former times. " I will sing of the mercies of the Lord 

E 2 
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** for ever ; with my mouth will I make known thy 
" faithfulness to all generations." 

In the verse preceding the text, he writes — " Jus- 
'^ tice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne. 
" Mercy and truth shall go before thy fiswse." In 
the verse following, it is written — " In thy name 
" shall they rejoice all the day ; and in thy righte- 
" ousness shall they be exalted." 

That is, the fear of God makes rulers just, and 
nations obedient. Where true religion prevails, 
mercy and truth distinguish the governed and 
governors alike. 

In keeping of God*s commandments there is great 
reward. Great peace have they who love God's 
law. 

There is a sad determination abroad, at the pre- 
sent day, to forget, or to deny these godly maxims, 
these essential conditions of social well-being. The 
acquirement of worldly knowledge is supposed to be 
the one requisite to make a good citizen ; that is, a 
successful man in fighting his own way in the world. 
And as to conscience and fair dealing having any- 
thing to do with the requirements of public life, the 
notion is daily becoming more and more obsolete. 
To make a lie sound as nearly like the truth as possi- 
ble, and to "go beyond and defraud " one's neighbour, 
seem to pass current for statesmanship, business 
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capacity, and that honest sagacity which is the cha- 
racteristic of a sanctified prudence. 

Men so accustom themselves to the use of a glib 
unveracity, that the man who clings to a Godfearing 
truthfulness is either disbelieved, or accounted a 
fool. Let such an one not be discouraged. No liar 
has part in the kingdom of God, and Wisdom shall 
be justified in all her children ! 

We are told, that a business man, or one who 
engages in public affairs, cannot afford to have a con- 
science ! In other words, that he mmt lie, in order 
to protect himself against the habitual mendacious- 
ness of those with whom he hourly comes in contact. 

And this is the description which a nominal 
Christianity gives of its present condition ! 

I do not, altogether, admit the truth of the in- 
sinuation. I do not believe that the fear of God is 
entirely become extinct amongst us. But I will say 
two things. That in a community which judges 
habitual lying to be needful, the outward observance 
of religious ordinances is a self-delusion or an im- 
posture. Secondly, that if truth-speaking be at a 
discount, selfishness must needs be rampant. 
Worldly wise men judge their godly neighbours by 
the wicked standard according to which they frame 
their own lives. Charity, which " thinketh no evil," 
and " rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth,'^ has no place in a bosom that is always ^^ seek- 
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ing its own/* helieveth nothing, and is always on the 
watch against being over-reached, and to over-reach 
others. 

Such a commimity, whatever be the appearance of 
material prosperity, is on the decline. It contains 
the elements of its own decay. Virtue is extinct ! 
The body corporate is dying or dead. God's Spirit 
no longer quickens it. It must ere long perish in its 
own corruption, and give place, either to a nation 
working righteousness, or to the cruel executioners 
of the wrath of an offended God ! 

Now, brethren, look at the words of St. Paul to 
Timothy (2 Tim. iii. 1 — 5) ; and judge for yourselves, 
whether they do not aptly describe this present un- 
toward generation : — "This know also (he writes), 
" that in the last days, perilous times shall come. 
**For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
'^ covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
'^ to parents, unthankful, xmholy. Without natural 
" affection, truce-bresdkers, false accusers, incontinent, 
" fierce, despisers of those that are good. Traitors, 
"heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than 
"lovers of God. Having a form of godliness, but 
*' denying the power thereof." — ^Yes, verily ! Where 
is the " in honour preferring one another ** ? Wh«re 
is the " esteeming others better than oneself " T 

On the contrary, the spirit of rampant selfishness, 
of Iawle3sness, of utter insubordination is abroad ! 
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We are threatened with a deluge of fire and of blood. 
Those who are too idle to work, are panting to take 
from those that have, what their industry has 
acquired. Society must be overthrown. Religion, 
the enslaver of the soul, must be trampled in the 
mire! Thrones must be levelled with the dust! 
Civilisation must disappear: in order that each 
stronger miscreant may take, by force, what his 
unclean desires impel him to covet : in order that the 
abashing, condemning example of a godly sobriety 
may be banished from an apostate earth ! 

And what is more alarming still is this. That 
men of reputed intelligence — public men of world- 
famed sagacity — ^men accomplished in all human 
lore above their fellows, instead of courageously re- 
sisting the torrent of ungodliness, instead of scouting 
the leprous outcomings of an infidel sensuality as 
utterly unclean, and of all good men to be abhorred— 
instead of appealing to the religious instincts of the 
God-fearing amongst us— speak as if all were lost, or 
rather as if everything were to be gained ; pander to 
the worthless and the profane ; and act as if they 
meant to run the ship of Church and State upon the 
rocks, in the prospect of saving something out of the 
wreck, after the uiibelievers and the rebels have 
divided the majority of the spoils. 

Far be it from me to say that all who are now 
busied in endeavouring to remove the ancient land- 
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marks, to dig down the bulwarks of England's 
greatness, are conscious of the irreparable mischief 
that they are doing. 

They do not understand the meaning of what they 
are asked to accomplish. They cannot discern the 
signs of the times. 

They do not see that all the schemes of confisca- 
tion, which are pressed on so eagerly, are designed 
to sap the bulwarks of society as it is now constituted 
— to eliminate religion from our midst. When its 
defenders shall be no longer powerful, when their 
resources are taken away from them and dissipated 
in visionary schemes, they will have lost their in- 
fluence, and their voice will complain imheeded. 
They will be as sheep before the wolves ! 

This is what we have seen in Ireland. The Pro- 
testant Church there was the stronghold of loyalty ; 
she is now a mere sect, and Popery and rebellion 
exult over her downfall. Murder rejoices in im- 
punity, and treason lifts up her obscene head ! * A 

* I would here earnestly call the attention of my fellow- 
countrymen to the frightful, and at present, to all appearance, 
hopeless prevalence of murder in Ireland. Every assassina- 
tion that is committed in that unhappy country takes place 
with the acquiescence of the people of England, because it 
COULD BE, and ought to be, at all costs, prevented. If sudi 
a state of things existed in any other British dependency, 
means would be found to terminate it, in the course of a 
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mischief has been done to the cause of progress 
and civilization in Ireland which will never be 
repaired. 

The same thing will happen in England, if ever 

montb. Thuggee and Suttee have been put down in British 
India, and should an organized system of slaying, from 
motives of public or private vengeance, arise there, or in any 
other territory under English rule, it would be suppressed 
instantly by the acclamation of the British public. Because 
Ireland is within a few half hours' sail of England, and an 
actual rebellion would be, in all human probability, speedily 
repressed ; because the votes of the disaffected and of con- 
nivers at noonday homicide are necessary (!) to statesmen — 
because such miscreants as these and their favourers dare not 
be offended, the blood of the guiltless remains unavenged, 
and the Kves of the innocent continue improtected against the 
daylight assassin. Assuredly the " blood unrighteously 
shed" does i)ot cry to God in vain for justice. His time of 
recompense, though apparently deferred, will suddenly come. 
Impunity of fhurder is a thing unknown amongst every 
nation under heaven confessedly savage and uncivib'zed, but 
it is the rule, and not the exception, under British rule in 
Ireland. And yet the people of England sit still, and make 
no sign that such a state of affairs is abhorrent to their feel- 
ings, and a blot upon humanity. I have been astounded at 
the apathy of my fellow-countrymen, both laity and clergy, in 
this matter. Whatever the people wills speedily becomes 
law. They have only to speak out firmly and decidedly, and 
the remedy will be found by the Government. It may neces- 
sarily be a sharp one, but murder must be checked. Mean- 
while, I again solemnly protest to my fellow-countrymen 
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the Churcli of England be given over to the will of 
her enemies. 

By the learning of her Bishops and clergy, by 
their spotless lives as a body, by the pious endow- 
ments of past generations, she has occnpied since the 

who read these lines that if they do not stir speedily in the 
matter, the Gk)d of judgment will arise and avenge the quarrel 
of His innocents. My readers will pardon me if J here in- 
troduce the following stanzas, which, I would fain be- 
lieve, yet rightly designate the relative position, as it aught 
to be, of the " two Nations " in Ireland : — 

It is not might, it is not multitude, 

Far less brute force, that makes " Ascendency " ; 

It is the power inherent of true worths 

Truth, justice, intellect, integrity — 

Such attributes as these mankind obey, 

And gladly own their kind, persuasive sway. 

Dominion's proper qualities being such, 
What if two tribes inhabit the same soil. 
Thrifty the one, Godfearing, skilled in art ; 
The other thriftless, fierce, averse to toil, 
Prone to shed blood — ^Doth not e'en Nature say 
That vice and sloth should bow to Virtue's sway ? 

Away, then, with the cruel sophistry 
That claims for Celtic brutishness the place 
Of honour in the sister isle, and would 
Irish intelligence and loyalty disgrace, 
That Thuggish Treason may indulge its spite 
In virtue's downfall, and th' eclipse of light ! 
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Refonnation a position of independence and con- 
sideration, whicli has made her a mighty power in 
defence of the truth, in support of order and virtuous 
living. Take away her consecrated treasures, send 
her forth to beg the alms of the people : she will be 
a pensioner, and not an independent branch of the 
body-corporate. She now can speak, and her voice 
is heard, in protest against error, against misrule, 
against the encroachments of might against right. 
Depose her from her place of honour, — true religion 
may survive (and, please God, will survive) in her, 
but the nation will be so much the worse. 

With political strife the minister of Christ has 
nothing to do. It is a dishonour to him to mingle 
in it. But with the well-being of his fellow Chris- 
tians he is deeply interested, as a loyal subject and a 
Christian patriot. 

It is his bounden duty to speak boldly on the side 
of virtue and religion. When the days are evil, and 
he holds his peace, then is ^^ he a dumb dog that 
cannot bark.'* 

Remember, then, that we live in a wondrous 
crisis : that the foundations of all that Englishmen 
have held dear are being assailed. If these be cast 
down, what can the righteous do ? If we sit supine, 
and let things take their course, the mischief will lie 
at our own doors. 
. The days we live in are days of "trouble, of 
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rebuke, and blasphemy." The Papist and the 
Secularist are rejoicing together in the belief that the 
hour of their triumph has struck. They encompass 
the venerable fabric of religious devotion erected by 
our forefathers, and are even now shouting, " Down 
with it! Down with it! even to the ground!** Are 
there not any then on God's side, who are zealous 
for the Lord ? Will not any stand up and use that 
influence which God has given them, to avert the evil 
day? We have only to speak out, and God will 
save us. 

When Hezekiah was hard pressed by his enemies, 
he followed the example of his &ther Ahaz in plun- 
dering the sanctuary. He cut off the gold from the 
doors and pillars of the temple and gave it to them. 
This sacrilege impoverished the House of God, but 
it did not ultimately avert the downfall of Judah's 
profligate state: 

The present spirit of discontent and turbulence 
can never be appeased by unrighteous concessions. 
It aims not at the removal of so-called "in- 
equalities." It looks heyond, to a carnival of law- 
lessness and brutal indulgence in the possessions of 
others. It proclaims that "property is a theft"— 
that "marriage is an injustice" — that there is no 
hope for any nation that " believes in the existence of 
a God ! " 

With such a programme before us, does it not 
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behove us to look well, lest by weak concessions, 
or by criminal betrayal of our trust, we lead the 
enemies to suppose that the lovers of godliness 
and decency are half-hearted in their resolution to 
maintain what ought to be dear to us as life itself? 
As if we did not believe the command to be a Divine 
one — ^a precept of eternal obligation — " Honour all 
" men, love the brotherhood, fear God, honour the 
"King?" 

Let those who are not carried away by senseless 
theories remember, that the inequaKties which now 
exist in the world can never be removed. Educa- 
tion, godless education, can never abolish the un- 
avoidable ills that flesh is heir to. 

But that which education cannot remove, reli- 
gious instruction can ameliorate and render endur- 
able. It can give us patience and hope, even whilst 
we groan within ourselves, waiting for the redemp- 
tion of our bodies. It does teach us to grapple 
with human misery by attacking the cause. It 
supplies us with the true antidote against discontent, 
repining, and revolting impatience. It takes the 
torch of Divine love in its hand, and leads us into 
the abodes of want and misery. It tells us that the 
poor are Christ's brethren. It teaches us to speak 
comfortably to the weary. To bind up the broken 
hearted — ^to assure them of that better land "where 
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^' the wicked shall cease from troubling, and the 
" weary are at rest ! '* 

Want, misery, and disease will never be rooted 
out from this world of sin. But ^^ blessed '^ is the 
land where Christian sympathy seeks to alleviate 
some ills, whilst it is powerless to cure alL 
" Blessed '* is the land where a zealous ministry 
collects the toiling multitudes to hear the Gospel of 
Christ — that Gospel which harmonises and redeems 
— that Gospel which assures us, that though we are 
here strangers and pilgrims— that though tHs is not 
our home, not the place of our rest, yet " God has 
provided some better thing for us " — ^that we have 
an abiding city, an enduring one, eternal in the 
heavens. Salvation hath it for walls and bulwarks, 
and its builder and maker is God. 

Tes, if England has hitherto held rank amongst 
the foremost nations of the earth — if she be the sun 
and centre of freedom — ^if she be the stronghold of 
manly independence and rational liberty — if she be 
the fountain of practical charity whose holy streams 
go forth, on all occasions, to water the waste places 
of the earth — if she stand unrivalled in social pro- 
sperity, in true domestic happiness — if she be the 
hope of the destitute, the refuge of the oppressed, 
the nursing mother of all Christian virtues, it is the 
Gospel of Jesus that "bringeth salvation'* which 
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has made us what we are I This it is that enables us 
to say, in reference to our own comparatively happy 
condition, " Blessed is the people that know the joy- 
" ful sound. They shall walk ; yea, they do walk, 
" Lord, in the light of thy countenance.'* 

It remains, in great measure imder God, with the 
laity of England, whether this state of blessedness 
shall be taken from us. If they are so immersed in 
business, or pleasure, that they will not see what is 
going on before their eyes ; if they are too indolent 
to maintain and retain what God has entrusted to 
them, it will soon pass away from them. The 
enemies are active ; they are relentless, if the middle 
and upper classes are supine. The day of battle 
has come, and it will be your own fault if everything 
is lost to you. 

I believe that if the well-disposed classes could 
only discern, at last, the conspiracy which the 
Jesuit and the Atheist have been, for years, urging 
forward against England's greatness, and to effect 
her downfall, the conflict would not be for a moment 
doubtful I I believe they would arise as one man, 
and say, " We have been deceived. We desired to 
" be tolerant to all. But our confidence has been 
" abused. The laws of England shall not be 
" changed ! We will not part with our Church, 
" i.e,, our National profession of Christianity. We 
" are loyal to our Queen ! " 
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God give us all grace to awake to our responsibi- 
lities ! To declare boldly on the side of virtue and 
godliness ! To withstand in the evil day, and hay- 
ing done all to stand ! 

I have now briefly reminded you of the blessings 
which true religion confers upon nations. In con- 
clusion, let me remind you that in due course 
nations, as such, pass away, but individual men re- 
main for ever. Nations have talents entrusted to 
them, and duties also, which look forward in their 
effects from time to eternity. Nations are made 
up of dying units. They die and pass away. They 
become as though they had never been. The lap of 
Earth receives their ashes. To her silent, matronly 
embrace, millions yet unborn shall be duly gathered. 
We, too, shall sleep on her quiet bosom ! But we 
shall not lose our individual, as we do our national 
identity. All men live unto God. Death is either 
a slimiber too intensely sweet for earth's turmoil 
to disturb it, or it is a trance of horror so fascinat- 
ing, an ill-dream of gloom so profoundly deep, that 
there is only one note of magic potency sufficient to 
dissolve the spell and bid the sleepers awake ! It 
is the voice of the Archangel and the trump of 
God ! — " Blessed are the people that know tha^ 
" joyful sound. They shall walk, Lord, in the 
" light of thy countenance ! '' 

Brethren, there is no reason why that clarion 
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call sliould not awaken you to a glorious resurrec- 
tion ! Christ still waits to be gracious to you. It 
is still the Gospel Trumpet of Jubilee that peals 
forth the glad tidings of Redemption ! It tells 
out, to the servants of sin and death, to all who 
sigh after the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, " Fear not, I have redeemed thee. I have 
" called thee by name. Thou art mine ! " Yes, 
brethren! generations pass away. The world's 
great harvest-field ripens again and again. Floweret 
and sheaf ; the opening bud and the comely ear 
(meet for the reaper) fall alike to death's impartial 
sickle. Men pass away, but the goodness of God 
abideth for ever ! 

It is still, " a true saying, and worthy of all ac- 
" ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
^^ save sinners." 

Believe, then, all ye who hear ! You too may 
" know" the joyful sound. " This day is salvation 
come unto this house ! " Lay hold upon it. Make 
it your own ! Then will you be proof against the 
blandishments of those who, "whilst they promise 
" you liberty, are themselves the servants of sin." 
You will be content with the service of Christ, 
which is perfect freedom. You will be in no wise 
terrified by the hard speeches of ungodly men who ^ 
blaspheme Christ's holy name, and speak against 
you as evil-doers. In this life you will be stead- 

F 
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fast, immovable, always aboimding in the work of 
the Lord ! You will be resolved to keep that good 
thing which He has committed to your charge. You 
will have the witness within, and always have a 
decisive answer ready to give, as to the hope that is 
in you. " I fear God, and will not meddle 

*' WITH those who are GIVEN TO CHANGE." And 

having done your duty in that state of life into 
which it hath pleased God to call you; having 
served God, and your fellow-men, in your day and 
generation, you will depart in peace, to wait in 
blessed expectation, until the trumpet shall sound 
and gather God's elect from the four winds of 
heaven. 

Then shall you also "return, and discern be- 
" tween the righteous and the wicked ; between him 
" that served God and him that served Him not." 
You shall walk for ever, " with the nations of them 
which are saved," in the light of the Lord, fearing 
no change to disturb your everlasting rest, and 
desiring nothing to add to the consummation of your 
unspeakable felicity ! 



REPLECTION IV. 
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Deut. XVIII. 15—19. 



"The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
" from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; unto 
" him ye shall hearken ; according to all that thou desiredst 
** of the Lord thy God in Horeb, in the day of the assembly, 
" saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my 
'^ God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die 
** not. And the Lord said unto me. They have well spoken 
'* that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a 
'* Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and 
*' will put my words in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto 
*' them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to 
*' pasd, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which 
^' he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him." 

HE close of day is, not imseldom, more bril- 
liant than its early dawn. Even the tem- 
pestuous sunset is frequently gorgeous with 
indications of the coining storm. The faint blush of 
the winter's afternoon is oftentimes imspeakably 
lovely. Much more beautiful is the evening of the 
summer's day, when the fields are bathed in golden 

F 2 
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light, the warm air filled with a thousand voices of 
melody, and the western sky a-glow with prophetic 
symbols of a radiant morrow. 

Thus it has also happened, that the closing hours 
of the saints have been likewise illuminated with 
brighter visions, and more distinct revelations of the 
purposes of God's grace, than were vouchsafed to 
them throughout the long years of their £ivoured 
lifetimes. 

Thus were the eyes of Jacob enlightened upon his 
deathbed, to see the brilliant destiny of his children's 
children. Thus were his lips inspired to utter a 
distinct prophecy fixing the time and the manner of 
Messiah's appearing. (Gen. xlix. 10.) 

So, too, the words at present under consideration, 
from a portion of the dying testimony delivered by 
Moses, the man of God, to the people of Israel. 

The period of their wanderings in the wilderness 
was almost run out. It was the eleventh month of 
the fortieth year after their coming out of Egypt. 
But a few days should elapse ere they should enter 
upon the promised inheritance. Moses himself was 
not permitted to go up with them. When the 
people angered him at Meribah, he had " spoken un- 
" advisedly with his lips," and God, in punishment, 
forbade him to lead them into Canaan. When the 
time of his departure therefore drew nigh, he 
assembled the congregation, and rehearsed to them 
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the way that God had led them, those forty long 
years, to the borders of the land tha|; He would give 
them. He placed the terms of the covenant before 
them. He reminded them of their privileges as 
well as their duties. In this 18th chapter of the 
Book of Deuteronomy, Moses calls to Israel's re- 
membrance how graciously God had made provision 
for their religious necessities. The priests and 
Levites were set apart for ever, and to them the 
instruction of the people was solemnly confided. 
They had a stated ministry dedicated to the service 
of God, to perpetuate His pure worship amongst 
them. If the observance of God's law and the 
practice of piety should become obsolete, the fault 
would not be God^s. He had expressly guarded 
against such a misfortune ; He had provided for 
their maintenance for ever. Moses proceeds to 
warn the people against falling, in after years, into 
the corrupt superstitions of the nations by which 
they shall be surrounded. "When thou art come 
" into the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
" thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations 
'^ of those nations. There shall not be found among 
" you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to 
" pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or 
" an observer of times, or an enchanter or a witch, 
" or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, 
" or a necromancer (i.e., in Hebrew, a searcher ^ or 
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" enquirer of the dead). For all that do these things 
" are an abomination imto the Lord : and because 
" of these abominations the Lord thy God doth 
^* drive them out before thee. Thou shalt be perfect 
with the Lord thy God. For these nations, which 
thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of 
times, and unto diviners : but as for thee, the 
" Lord thy God hath not suffered thee so to do, 
" The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
" Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
" like unto me ; unto him shall ye hearken." 

In this first statement, which Moses amplifies and 
explains more fully in verses 16 — 19, the people 
were taught three things. First, that God had 
given them a revelation of Himself sufficient for 
their present need, and that He had set apart the 
tribe of Levi to instruct them in it. Secondly ^ that 
they were not, in after years, to seek supplementary 
information in spiritual matters by forbidden modes 
— by having recourse to witchcraft, to necromancy, 
and to familiar spirits.^ Thirdly , that as soon as an 

* Philo {De Monarchia, lib. i. Works, Mangey's Edition, 
Tom. ii. pp. 221, 222) after remarking upon the strong 
natural tendency which exists in mankind to endeavour to 
unravel the future by the help of " curious arts," and after 
noticing how severely the use of such occult sciences had 
been prohibited by Moses, continues: ''He (Moses) informs 
<< them that a knowledge of things to come shall never be 
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additional revelation should be required — as soon as 
the fulness of the times should rencier it necessary — 
God Himself would raise up a Prophet like unto 
Moses. These words are very emphatic. He should 
be the inspired medium of such further instruction. 
Jehovah, Himself, would put His words into His 
mouth. Thfi message which He should deliver, the 
truths which He should unfold to them, would be 
no topics for unhallowed or prying curiosity, but 
Divine announcements, necessary to salvation, and 
not to be rejected without incurring the extreme 
penalty of rebellious disobedience against God Him- 
self.* Here, then, we have a prophetic intimation 

" wanting to them, if they are truly pious (iav d\i]dcl>s 
*' fva-ffiSxriv), but that a certain God-inspired Prophet should 
" suddenly be manifested, and prophecy, speaking nothing of 
" his own, etc** To this prophecy of Moses, in Deut. xviii., 
Philo seems again to allude (Deterias potiori insidiaiur, 
"Works, Tom L, p. 200) : " It is a duty, of necessity, to give 
" heed to those who, like physicians, are instructed in healing 
*' the maladies and misfortunes of the mind, until God shall 
" have prepared the Best Interpreter (t6v ipfn^vea apiarovy* 
The clue to his meaning in this last cited passage seems to 
be discoverable in his statement (S.S, Legum Allegorianum^ 
lib. iii. "Works, Tom. i., p. 128). " Sufficient is it for us, if 
** we are able to know somewhat respecting the nature of his 
** NAME, that is to say, of his Interpreting Word {tov ipfirjvems 
«* }<6yov) ** etc, 

* For the opinion of the ancient Babbinical writers, see 
note on page 78 following. 
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that the Mosaic dispensation and the Mosaic covenant 
were to continue in authoritative force, until a new 
Prophet, the antitype of Moses, should arise. He 
was to be furnished with fresh credentials directly 
from God Himself. He was to be commissioned to 
amplify, or to annul, the condition of things which 
He should find existing at the time of His appear- 
ance. 

The prophecy under consideration assumes, there- 
fore, an importance of much higher significance, 
when taken with the context, than viewed apart, and 
viewed simply as a general prediction of Christ the 
promised Redeemer — the Prophet and Prince of His 
people. Moses warns his people from swerving, to 
the right hand or the left, from the religious system 
which he had taught them.* It is sufficient for all 
their present wants. If they act loyally and truly, 
if they will observe it steadfastly, it will meet all 
their spiritual requirements until the time appointed 
of God, when the world at large, and themselves, 
the keepers of the Divine oracles, shall be ripe for 
an enlarged revelation, and the more comprehensive 
covenant of mercy. 

Jacob, upon his deathbed, had foretold, that the 
sceptre should "not depart from Judah, nor the 
" lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come,*' 

• The parallel prediction in Haggai ii. 6, is fully discussed 
on pp. 323—328, of my Commentary on the Hebrews, 
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and that unto Him should " the gathering of the 
" people be." This prediction the Babylonian 
Talmud interprets of the Messiah. (See my 
Paraphrastic Commentary on th^ Hebrews, p. 20.) 
The Targum of Onkelos renders the passage thus ; 
" He who exerciseth dominion shall not pass away 
'^ from the house of Judah, nor the saphra {scribe), 
" from his children's children for ever, until the 
^^ Meshiha come, whose is the kingdom, and unto 
^^ whom shall be the obedience of the nations (or 
*^ whom the peoples shall obey). Israel shall pass 
" round about in his cities : the people shall build 
*^ his temple, they will be righteous round about 
" him, and be doers of the law through his doctrine. 
« Of goodly purple will be his raiment, and his 
" vesture of crimson wool with colours.*' The 
Targum of Palestine or Jonathan paraphrases the 
prediction as follows ; " Kings shall not cease, nor 
rulers, from the house of Jehuda, nor sapherim 
" {scribes) teaching the law, from his seed, till the 
*^ time that the King, the Meshiha, shall come, the 
" youngest of his sons, and on account of him shall 
" the peoples flow together. How beauteous is the 
^* King, the Meshiha, who will arise from the house 
" of Jehuda ! . . . His garments, dipped in 
" blood, are like the outpressed juice of grapes. 
" . . . . How beautiful are the eyes of the 
" king Meshiha, as the pure wine, etc."* 
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The Hebrew word which the Authorised Ver- 
sion renders ^^ sceptre,^^ is also ordinarily used to 
denote a " tribe'* Jacob's prediction refers therefore 
to the social and political existence of the tribe of 
Judah, up to the appearance of Christ the Messiah. 
We know that Judah did not lose its tribal identity 
until after the coming of Christ. Two formal 
genealogies of our Lord are preserved to us.* The 
power of self-government, we know, passed away 
from the Jewish poKty at this very period. The 
rulers of the Jews were obliged to admit that ^^ it 
" was not lawfiil for them to put any man to death.'* 
So much for the prediction of Jacob, in reference to 
the political condition of Judah, at the time of 
Messiah's appearing. Moses, the great lawgiver and 
prophet of Israel, utters a parallel announcement in 
Deut. xviii. 15 — 19, respecting the religious changes 
impending at the same crisis. 

He tells his people that the Covenant, of which 
he is the mediator, shall endure, until Christ, his an- 
titype, shall come, to be the Mediator of the second, 
the better, the everlasting covenant of the Gospel. 

It is, especially from this point of view, viz., as 
a Mediator, that the prediction of Moses contem- 

* On the genealogies of our Lord the reader cannot do 
better than consult the Article Genealogies, by the present 
Bishop of Bath and Wells (Lord Arthur Hervey), in " Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible." 
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plates tlie character of Christ " the Prophet ** that 
should come. 

He was to resemble Moses in His mediatorial 
capacity. Moses stood between Israel and the 
Almighty, at Horeb, the mount of God. (See my 
Paraphrastic Commentary on the Hebrews^ pp. 314 — 
317.) For themhe received the Ten Commandments of 
the Law. In the capacity of their representative, 
Moses was later instructed in all the particulars 
relating to the Tabernacle worship, the ceremonial 
sacrifices, and all the other details of their moral 
duties and religious obligations. After he had been 
fully imbued with all that he should be required to 
teach them, and had learned the fashion of the 
holy things according to the pattern shown unto him 
in the Mount, with the tables of the Covenant in his 
hand, he descended to instruct his people, to set 
before them the Commandments and precepts which 
he had received ; all that holy Law which God Him- 
self had given to him. And thus it was to be with 
Christ also. The time was to come in which the 
Levitic covenant should "wax old and vanish 
away.*' The barriers of a ceremonial legalism 
should be broken down and removed. The promise 
to Abraham, that in himself " all the families of the 
" earth should account themselves blessed *' * must 

* This is the Kteral translation of Gen. xxii. 18, and xxvi 4 
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yet be accompKshed.* To inaugurate, therefore, 
this new and more glorious dispensation, to unfold 
and demonstrate, with fresh and infallible authority, 
the surpassing excellencies of his own commission 
over the one that was dying out, when it should 
have accomplished its ends, and fulfilled its course — 
it was needful that another Prophet, another Teacher 
should arise, who could claim, as Jesus did, to have 
come from the presence of the Father, and who 
could assert of Himself, in vindication of His claim 
to a submissive hearing, that "all authority in 
" heaven and in earth had been given to Him/' 

As regards the distinctively mediatorial office, 
there is a perfect parallelism between Moses and 
Christ — Moses was a mediatorial teacher, and so was 
Christ. Both stood between God and man, and 
formed the mouthpiece, so to speak, whereby the 
Almighty communicated to mortals His sovereign 
will and good pleasure. 

"When God descended upon Mount Sinai in the 
sight of the congregation, the terrors of His awful 
appearing struck dismay into the hearts of the entire 
multitude. The whole mountain district quaked. 
Pillars of fiery smoke filled the lurid atmosphere. 

* Moses himself gives utterance to a prophetic invitation 
to heathen nations to share in the joyful privileges of Israel 

" Rejoice ye Gentiles with his people ;" and the text is so 
explained by St. Paul, in Bom. xv. 10, Deut. xxxii. 43. 
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The Kght of heaven was veiled in clouds and 
tempestuous darkness. Amidst lightnings and 
thunderings, the voice of God was heard speaking to 
Moses in accents of unendurable sublimity, more 
terrible than even the sound of the trumpet which 
announced the approach of his Omnipotent Majesty. 
Such was the inauguration of the Covenant of 
Sinai, as we read in Exod. xix. 16, etc, " And it 
" came to pass on the third day in the morning, 
" that there were thunders and lightnings, and a 
" thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the 
" trimipet exceeding loud ; so that all the people 
that was in the camp trembled. And Moses 
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet 
" with God ; and they stood at the nether part of 
" the moimt. And mount Sinai was altogether on 
** a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in 
*^ fire : and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke 
" of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 
" And when the voice of the trimipet sounded long, 
" and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God 
" answered him by a voice." And again in chap. 
XX. 1 8, etc, " And all the people saw the thunderings, 
" and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, 
" and the mountain smoking : and when the people 
" saw it, they removed, and stood afar olBT. And 
" they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and 
" we will hear : but let not God speak with us, lest 



it 
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'^ we die. . . . And the people stood afar off, 
'* and Moses drew near iinto the thick darkness 
" where God wa%y 

And it was to this circumstance that Moses 
specially alludes, in the passage of Deut. xviii. 
under present consideration. " The Lord thy God 
" will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst 
** of thee, of thy brethren like unto me, unto 
" him shall ye hearken.* According to all that 

♦ " Unto him shall ye hearken ;" i.e., " ye must obey Him," 
in contradistinction to the dealers in curious arts and false 
prophets who were not to be listened to. 

J. A. Danzius, in his treatise, Inauguratio Christi ad 
docendum hand ohscurior Mosaicd^ (p. 311 Meuschenj, calls 
attention, in connexion with Deut. xviii. to the words that 
came from the cloud on the Mount of Transfiguration 
(Matt. xvii. 5, Mark ix. 7, Luke ix. 35), and in which the 
Father claimed obedience for Jesus as His "well beloved 
" Son." They are the same in all the three Gospels, 
avTov aKovcTc, Hear Him ! 

He remarks further (ibid. pp. 312, 313) that the ancient 
Jewish authorities were of opinion, that when the expected 
Prophet should come, he was to be obeyed even though he 
should set aside the precepts of Moses. " In antiquissimo 
Judaeorum libro Siphrb interpretantur verba Deut. xviii. 15. 
" EuM AUDiBTis ; etiamd dixerU tibi transgredere aliqvod 
** Prceceptomm in lege prcescriptorum ; deut Elias (whooflfered 
*' sacrifices) in monte Carmd, Pro natura temporis, et ad 
" tempusy oUempera ipsi. Quae ipsa cum argument© quodam 
" exhibet liber hand paulo minoris, quoad res tractatas 
" antiquitatis, Pbsikta Sotarta," etc. 
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' thou desiredst of the Lord thy God. In Horeb, 
' in the day of the assembly, saying ; Let me not 

* hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither 

* let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. 
^ And the Lord said unto me : They have well 

* spoken that which they have spoken. I will raise 
' them up a prophet from among their brethren 

^ LIKE UNTO THEE, and he shall speak unto them 
' all that I shall command him. And it shall come 
' to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my 
' words, that he shall speak in my name,* I will 
^ require it of him.'* 
Here then we see that the Almighty promises to 

♦ In Exod. xxiii. 20, 21, it is written of the Angel of the 
Covenant, ** Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him 
not ; for he will not pardon your transgressions ; for my 
Name is in him. The earlier Eabbinic writers identify the 
Anoel of the Covenant, or the Angel of the Lord, with 
Michael, t.e., Who is as God, In the Shemoth Eabba, sect. 2, 
fol. 104,3, Michael is declared to be the same as the 
Shechinah or Divine Glory. Schoettgen proves from the 
Sohar Oenes, that the Messiah is called by the Divine Name — 
e,g.f " and King Messiah, who is called by the Name of the 
** Holy One, Blessed be He." (See my Commentary on the 
Mebrews, p. 49.) Philo (Be Confusione linguammy Works, 
Tom. i, p. 427) uses similar language respecting the Logos, or 
Word of God, e.^., " But if any one be not yet worthy to be 
** designated {See Heb. v. 10) a son of God, let him give 
** diligence to be adorned like his Firstbegotten Word, who 
" is the eldest Angel, being, so to speak, an Archangel of 
^' many names ; for he is designated Beginning, and the 
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raise up a prophet, a Mediator, wlio shall occupy a 
middle place between God and man. His message 
of the New Testament He is to deliver in " God's 
" name,^* i.e., with Divine authority. It will not be 
optional with the hearers whether they obey or not. 
From the disobedient, God will require it, i.e., by a 
common Hebraism,* exact the last and severest 
penalty. St. Peter gives the inspired paraphrase of 

" Name of God, and the Word, and He who is Man in His 
** likeness, and He who sees Israel." This striking 
assertion he follows up, thus ; " For if we be not, as yet, fit 
" to be accounted sons of God, we may nevertheless be of 
" His Eternal Likeness (or Image), viz., His Most Sacred 
** Word ; for the Image of God is the Eldest Word. So 
" a^in Philo {S. S, Legum Allegoriarumi lib. iii., Works, 
" Tom. i. p. 128) observes (on G^n. xxiL 16) that God can 
'* alone swear by Himself, because no created being can speak 
" definitely or ceitainly concerning His nature," etc. ** Suf- 
" ficient it is for us, if we are able to know somewhat respect- 
'* ing the nature of His Name, that is of His Interpreting 
" Word. For He (the Word) is the God of us imperfect 
** mortals, being the first of all wise and perfect 'things. 
" Moreover, Moses, admiring the excellency of the Unbe- 
" gotten, says, (Deut. vi. 13) " Ye shall also swear hy His 
«* Name," not, *♦ by (God) Himself:' For it is suflficient to 
pledge ourselves by His Son, and to obtain ** the testimony 
*• of the Divine Word." The Targum of Palestine or 
Jonathan renders the words of Deut. vi. 13, thus ; " and 
" swear by the Name of the Word of the Lord." 

* The reader will find the subject discussed in pp. 396—402 
of Surenhusius* Bibl, Katallages, 
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these words of Moses, in accordance with the nsual 
Hebrew idiom, in Acts iii. 22, 23. ''For Moses 
'' truly said tuito the fathers ; . a Prophet shall the 
'* Lord your God raise up unto your brethren, 
'' like iLnto me ; him shall ye hear in all things 
'' whatsoever he shall say tuito you. And it shall 
'* come to pass, that every soul which will not hear 
'' that Prophet shall be destroyed firom among the 
*' people." Be it observed that St. Peter does not 
quote from the Septuagint version, but gives the 
inspired sense of the Hebrew, in his own words. 

The predicted Prophet was therefore, in His dis- 
tinctive capacity, to stand between the people and 
God, as Moses did at Sinai when the first covenant 
was inaugurated, and the Mosaic code was enacted. 
The new dispensation that should supplement, and 
in many particulars supersede the earlier one, would 
also be introduced by the hand of a Mediator. The 
voice of God Himself speaking out of the fire, in 
its unendurable sublimity should be no more heard 
again. But yet the later Covenant should not be 
imsanctioned by the glory of the Divine Presence 
or " the Shechinah.** And it is to this circumstance 
that St. John alludes (i. 14). " And the "Word was 
" made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
" His Glory,* the glory as of the only begotten of 
'* the Father,) full of grace and truth." 

• It is to the Shechinah, or visible manifestation of the 

G 
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Moses informs his people that the Prophet like 
unto himself was to arise at a crisis, similar to the 
one, when he himself acted as their Mediator, to 
receive the earlier covenant at Sinai. Until such 
a crisis should arise it would be premature to look 
for the appearance of that prophet. The ancient 
system was to run with unimpaired authority, until 
the time should have arrived to seal up " vision and 
" prophecy *' * i.e., to terminate the time-honoured 
cycle of Revelation by means of vision and prophecy. 
Then the Most Holy should be anointed, {i.e., 
receive his predicted unction with the " Oil of 

Glory of God upon the mercy seat, to which St. Paul refers, 
Romans ix. 4. " Who are Israelites ; to whom pertaineth the 
" adoption, and the Glory, e^c." The Ancient Jewish Com- 
mentators apply to the Messiah the Divine epithet of the 
Shechinah. See my Commentary on the Hebrews, p. 49. 

• The Hebrew words of Dan. ix. 24 are "Vision and 
" Prophet " («*a3i pin) without the article. The expression 
" to seal up " signifies commonly, to terminate^ to c<mdvde. 
The singular noun " prophet " stands repreaentcUively for the 
prophetic Order, as " Vision " does as specifying the manner in 
which the revelation had been hitherto ordinarily vouchsafed. 
Compare Numbers xii. 6 — 8 ,- ** Hear now my words : if there 
" be a prophet among you. The I^ord will make himself 
" known unto him in a vision (rwnoa) and will speak unto 
" him in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who is faith- 
'* ful (see Hebrews iii. 5) in all mine house. With him I will 
'< speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark 
'' speeches, and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold." 
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'^ gladness above his fellows/*) and stand promi- 
nently forward as the Christ of God. 

This coincidence of time and office we find alone 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. He only claimed the ful- 
filment of the prediction in Himself. He told the 
Jews that " Moses wrote of Him.** None of the 
other pi*ophets put forward the remotest title to 
satisfy the requirements of the prediction in himself. 
There was not one to whom it was applicable. They 
taught nothing new. They were all expoimders of 
the ancient revelation^ although they spake of " good 
'* things to come." The Palestine Jews of our 
Lord's day looked upon it as yet unaccomplished.* 
To Jesus they bare witness saying, " This is of a 
'* truth that Prophet that should come into the 
'* world.*' The very Samaritans looked forward to 
the advent of Messias (John iv. 25) as yet future. 

The learned writer in the Speaker's Commentary (vol. i. 
p. 870, on Dent, xviii. 18, etc), is therefore in error, when, in 
order to prove that the expression A Prophet contemplates 
in its secondary application '^a succession of prophets," he 
aflserts that "The word Prophet," «*a3, is probably here a 
« collective noun. . . . The word trs: itself seems so 
" used, Dan. ix. 24** — trio is not used in this later passage 
" collectively," but representatively ; just as in accordance 
with English idiomatic usage, we might speak of " layman 
** and priest," or " sermon and preacher." 

• For Philo's explanation of this passage of Deut., see pp. 
70, 71 of this volimie. 

G 2 
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It was to these words of Moses that the elders of 
Israel referred, when they sent unto John the Bap- 
tist saying, " Art thou that Prophet ? *' (John i. 21.) 
It was to this prophecy, also, that the Baptist him* 
self allnded, when from his prison house he sent two 
of his disciples to Jesus, saying, ^' Art thou he that 
" should come, or do we look for another f " John 
had not changed his mind. He had not repented of 
his testimony. He was no " reed shaken with the 
" wind." But, lying in prison, in daily jeopardy 
of his life, his ardent impatience, and fiery, uncom- 
promising zeal, could not brook the delay. He 
chafed at the unaccountable procrastination. He 
too, looked for a temporal, as well as a spiritual 
Deliverer. He marvelled exceedingly that Jesus 
did not take to Himself the power and the kingdom, 
and " reign before his ancients gloriously." 

In many other respects, besides the distinctive 
one of a m^ediatorial legislatorship, there are found 
coincidental and typical resemblances between Moses 
and Christ. Moses, when an infant, was with diffi- 
culty saved from the cruel designs of Pharaoh. The 
parents of Jesus had to escape with Him into Egypt 
from the fury of Herod. Both were alike, a " Prince 
" and a Saviour.^' Moses was of the priestly family 
of Aaron; Jesus is a "priest for ever, after the 
" order of Melchizedek." Moses sent forth 12 spies ; 
Jesus 12 apostles. Moses associated 70 elders with 
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bim in his ministry; Jesus chose to himself 70 
disciples. The twice 40 days of fasting imdergone 
by MoseS; found a parallel in the Saviour's 40 days 
fasting in the wilderness. Moses was the ^^ meekest 
" man upon earth.*' Jesus was also " meek and 
lowly," and "endured the contradiction of sin- 
ners." Moses again and again interceded for his 
people. Jesus ever liveth to make intercession for 
us. When Moses died, the Lord buried him. No 
man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. He 
appeared with EKas on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
Of Jesus it was said by the angels at the sepulchre : 
'' He is risen. He is not here ; come and see the 
" place where the Lord lay." Time would fail us, 
to enumerate a small portion of these minute and 
convincing resemblances between Moses on the one 
band, and our Lord Jesus Christ on the other ; com- 
parisons that will not hold good for a moment, when 
attempted to be adapted to any other of the servants 
of God. Some of the later Jewish controversialists 
have tried to show, in order to get rid of the Christ- 
ian interpretation, that Joshua or Jeremiah were 
pointed to by Moses in his prediction. But in. the 
prophet Jeremiah it is difficult to trace any resem- 
blance to Moses at all. In him the entire form of 
the comparison is lost, if we except his prediction, 
that the days should come, in which a New Covenant 
should be introduced, and the Mosaic Covenant 
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should be entirely abrogated. The claims of Joshua 
to fiilfil this prophecy in himself^ are for ever set at 
rest by the closing words of the Book of Deuter- 
onomy itself. These words have, by some, not un- 
reasonably been supposed to have been added by 
Joshua himself,* In Deut. xxxiv. 10 — 12 we read : 
" And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit 
" of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands upon him : 
^' and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, 
" and did as the Lord commanded Moses. And 
" there arose not a prophet since like unto 
" Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face ; 
" in all the signs and the wonders which the Lord 
" sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, 
^^ and to all his servants, and to all his land, and in 
" all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror 
" which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel/* 
A more complete and explicit disclaimer of the 
parallelism could scarcely be imagined. 

♦ Curiously enough, Philo, who was a contemporary of our 
Lord's, and may be considered fairly as representing the 
opinion of the Hellenistic, or Oreekspeaking branch of the 
Jewish Church, not only believes Moses to have been the 
author of the Book of Deuteronomy, but instances his relation 
of the circumstances attending and subsequent to his own 
burial as the crowning proof of his prophetic endowments. 
The passage, which is a very remarkable one, is found, Jh 
Mose^ p. 179, vol. ii., in Mangey's Edition of his Works. 
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The son of Nun was indeed a faithful servant of 
God. He was a successful captain. He led the 
people into the promised land, and gave them pos- 
session of it. In this respect he also is a type of 
Christ; but with Moses he is not to be compared, 
either in his oflGice, or his exploits, or in his personal 
and public character. Moses, in Deut. xviii., defines 
the exact point of comparison between himself and 
his antitype, viz., the part of the Mediator, which 
he enacted when he stood between the people and 
God at Horeb. No one will pretend for one moment 
that Joshua was ever placed in similar circumstances. 
He promulgated no new law. He introduced no 
new covenant. He was nothing more than a distin- 
guished administrator of the Mosaic dispensation. 

Let us, then, look further, and understand wherein 
the MEDIATORIAL characters of Moses and Jesus 
coincide, to the literal and exhaustive fulfilment of 
the prophecy. 

A mediator is one who can stand fitly in the 
midst, either between two contending parties, be- 
tween persons who are at a variance ; between per- 
sons who differ in rank and position. A mediator is 
one who occupies a position midway, a go-between. 
An ambassador is a mediator. So is a priest, so is 
an advocate, so is an intercessor, so is an interpreter. 
Moses was an ambassador for God to the children of 
Israel from the moment of his call. He was an able 
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intercessor and a successful advocate. Again and 
again he stood between the people and God's hot 
displeasure. He pleaded for them, and his advocacy 
was accepted. As a prophet and a lawgiver, he 
made known, and he also interpreted, the law and 
the will of God, to the congregation. On the occa- 
sion to which the words of Deut. xviii. 18, c^c, refer — 
the entire people elected him, with one consent, to 
be their representative with God ; to stand between 
them, and to hear His words ; and to bring them 
word again what God should speak to him. He 
alone was esteemed fit to undertake the office. The 
entire congregation shrunk from it in alarm. Joshua, 
indeed, accompanied Moses as his servant, as he went 
up into the mount ; but only as his servant. It is 
evident that he did not go up with Moses, into the 
immediate presence of God. Moses alone, from his 
office, from his training, by his designation thereto 
from God, and by the urgent entreaty of the people, 
was accounted worthy to undertake the office, and to 
stand in the presence of God, as the one mediator of 
the Old Testament between God and man. It was 
the sense and persuasion of this imperative call 
that nerved Moses to the awful task, and supported 
his trembling footsteps as he groped * his way up 

* I have ventured to translate, ^i/Xa^o/icV^ ^pct of Heb. 
xii. 18, by ^' the mount that was groped after." See my ParO' 
phrastic Commentary on the Hebrews^ in loco. 
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the smokiiig sides of Horeb to stand before the 
Eling; the Lord of Hosts^ the supreme Judge of 
heaven and earth. Even then^ it is recorded of him, 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that he shrank from 
the performance of his office, with reluctant awe ; 
'' So terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceed- 
ingly fear and quake/' (Heb. xii. 21.) As with 
the priesthood, so it is also with the Mediatorship, in 
things appertaining to Qod. '^ 'So man taketh this 
'* honour unto himself, but he that is csdled of Qod." 
And thus it was with Jesus, the Mediator of the 
better Covenant. He did not, as a man, rashly 
undertake the office. He was selected thereto, as 
being the only one capable of discharging it. 

"God looked and saw there was no man. He 
'* wondered that there was no intercessor. There- 
" fore, his arm brought salvation tuito Hun, and 
** His righteousness it sustained Him." (Is. lix. 16.) 

By the voice of God, and by the suffrages of the 
universes, Christ, the Desire of all nations,* 
was called to fulfil a task far more awful, far more 
terribly overwhelming, than Moses. Moses went to 

• For ample authority for the above translation, in accord- 
ance with the authorised Anglican version, see my Comment- 
(ury above cited, pp. 324 — 328. Our translators followed the 
almost unanimous verdict of the Talmudical, the mediaeval 
Jewish, and Christian interpreters. The question is one of 
iMer^etaJtiom^ and not of grammatical construction. 
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receive the law of God, to hear it in its integrity, to 
listen to its commands and its sanctions, and he stood 
aghast when he realized the dread solemnities of his 
position. Jesus alone stood between God and man, 
but, to bear the brunt of its violated penalties, to plead 
against its just requirements in behalf of the trans- 
gressors ; to take upon Himself the accumulated guilt 
of disobedience from the commencement ; to " take 
" away the sins of the world;" and this is why the task 
. was so terrible, the cup so bitter, the agony so sharp, 
and the controversy so dreadful. A full "cup of 
" trembling " was " wrung out '* to Him. It cost 
Him strong cryings and tears, and the bloody sweat 
of Gethsemane bore witness to the anguish of the 
conflict through which He passed. 

This, indeed, is the crowning feature, the cardinal 
point of resemblance between Moses and Jesus. 

Moses often stood before the Lord as a mediator, 
but the culminating point of his office is seen, when 
he appeared before God when the law was given, 
and he acted as the " daysman ** of the Covenant of 
Sinai. 

Before the Second Covenant, the Covenant of 
Grace could be imparted to us, it was needful that 
another and a greater Mediator could be found ; one 
who could present himself before God, and point to 
the former one fulfilled. "Who could hear all its 
righteous stipulations rehearsed, and say, " if one of 
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'* all these holy requirements remain unsatisfied. I 
'^ have performed all to the last jot and tittle. I am 
'* answerable for, and have atoned for all transgres- 
" sions. Is it not written in the volume of the 
" book conceming me, So I come to do thy vstill, 
** God ? The honour of Thy Justice shall not be 
** compromised. Thou mayest be just, for I have 
" borne the punishment, and yet the Justifier of 
** hiTn that believeth in me ! " And therefore it was 
that Christ's humanity shrank back in consterna- 
tion from the task, which from all eternity, as the 
God of Love, He had undertaken. Therefore was 
He ** sore amazed.'* Therefore was His soul " ex- 
" ceeding sorrowful, even unto death.*' Before He 
suffered, and poured out His soul, a sacrifice for sin, 
the vast sum of human guilt, of man's iniquities, 
was counted up before Him. He made himself com- 
pletely acquainted with what He had promised to 
perform. He listened to the thunders of judgment, 
and the legal maledictions against disobedience. He 
heard all the condemning accusations that were 
justly written against the unrighteous in the Book 
of God's remembrance. And having pondered 
them all, and weighed them in the balance, and 
measured His strength against the work that was 
before Him, He bowed Himself to the task. He 
stooped to carry the accursed load of sin, and taking 
up the cross of His Passion, He bore it, with all its 
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ineffable accompaniments of shame and sorrow, to 
Calvary : and there it yet stands in the Divine 
remembrance, with all its bleeding efficacy, as the 
symbol of man's redemption ; the perpetual me- 
morial and monument of Jesus* exclusive title to be 
the " Mediator of the New Testament,*' the Mediator 
of the Better, the Gospel Covenant of Mercy. What 
need then have we of further witness ? Do not our 
consciences gratefully acquiesce in that saying of St. 
Paul to Timothy — " There is one God, and one 
" Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 
"Jesus"? (1 Tim. ii. 6.) Do not our rejoicing 
convictions constrain us to confess, both with our 
lips and in our lives, that "This is of a truth 
" that Prophet that should come into the 
" world''? 



REFLECTION V. 




Daniel xii. 4. 

" But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
" book, even to the time of the end : many shall run to and 
'* fro^ and knowledge shall be increased." 

HERE are many tokens that the present 
dispensation is drawing to a close. Wben 
the leaves of the forest begin to show 
symptoms of decay, and the cold blast from the 
north and the east despoils the gardens of their 
beauty and the groves of their timefulness, we know 
that winter is not far off. 

When, on the other hand, the south wind blows ., 
softly, and the primrose and the violet xmveil their 
modest beauties to greet the kindly showers and the 
genial sunshine, we perceive that summer is nigh at 
hand, even before the doors. 

But these changes of the seasons do not usually 
come upon us suddenly, nor take us unprepared. 

The failing year languishes a long time before 
the seal of death marks her fair forehead with the 
last tokens of. certain dissolution. 
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The dawn of spring time is heralded by many a 
whispered promise of budding trees, and long grey 
evenings, before the icebound sources of delight are 
finally unsealed, and the bee and the butterfly, sweet 
ambassadors of simimer's abiding advent, take up 
their abode amongst us, and flit in rejoicing security 
and undisturbed contentment, from flower to flower. 

Men do not look for the frail damask of the rose 
whHst the winds of March are blowing, nor for the 
ripened sweetness of the apple tree and the plum, 
before the hot noontide of August has turned the 
rustling wheat ears to gold. 

" With observation," the seasons come and go ; 
and he is but a sorry student of nature who cannot 
discern the signs of the times, and so prepare him- 
self against the vicissitudes of the changeful year. 

The Calendar of Grace is also marked with the 
needful indications of the things that are coming 
upon the earth. 

God's husbandry has its appointed seasons. The 
labourers in his vineyard are not improvided with 
an almanack of futurity. 

As I said before, I again repeat, that there are 
many tokens that the present dispensation is draw- 
ing to a close. The prophecy of Daniel contains 
many indications whereby we can form a sure esti- 
mate of the latter times. It foretells things already 
come to pass. It predicts things yet to come. 
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In the 9th chapter and 24th and following verses, 
we see revealed the precise date when Christ the 
Messiah should come to suffer and to die. " Seventy 
'* weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon 
*' thy holy dty, to finish the transgression, and to 
'^ make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation 
" for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting right- 
** eousness, and to seal* up the vision and prophecy, 
" and to anoint the most Holy. Know, therefore, 
^' and imderstand, that from the going forth of the 
"commandment to restore and build Jerusalem unto 
"Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and 
" threescore and two weeks. The street shall be 
*^ built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
" And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah 
" be cut off, but not for himself, and the people of 
" the prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
" and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be 
" with a flood.*' 

Here, then, we see that to Daniel was revealed, 
whilst he was yet a captive in Babylon, that Jeru- 
salem should be rebuilt — that at the end of 490 

* Le,y to seal up or terminate the Old Testament cycle of 
revelation by means of vision and prophet. The word trans- 
lated in the Authorised Version ** Prophecy^^ is " Prophet " 
in the original of Dan. ix. 24. It is not a collective noim, 
as erroneously hinted in the Speaker's Commentary, vol. 1, 
p. 870| or more positively asserted on p. 869, ibid. 
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years, after its restoration, Christ should appear to 
suffer and to die. That after His death the Bomans 
should come and destroy the city and the temple, 
and that this last destruction of Jerusalem should 
be as total and complete as the desolating effects of 
a flood. 

How literally these predictions have come to pass 
we ourselves are witnesses. 

The projphet's vision is not, however, bounded by 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the utter dispersion 
of the Jewish people. I might, in his book, refer 
you to descriptions of the rise and faU of kingdoms 
as yet unknown to history, when Daniel lived. They 
have had their period, and are now passed &om this 
worldly scene. I might point you to delineations of 
the rise and progress of Christianity, which now,' as 
Daniel declared it should, fills the whole earth. 

I might hold up to your wondering eyes the awful 
delineation of the great judgment scene (vii. 9) 
(which Daniel beheld in anticipation), when "the 
" thrones shall be cast down, and the Ancient of 
** Days shall sit ; and the books shall be opened." I 
might rehearse to you his description of the " Son 
*^ of Man coming in the clouds of heaven," to receive 
the dominion everlasting, and the kingdom which 
shall not pass away. 

But, on the present occasion, topics more close at 
hand are suggestive of immediate and profitable 
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interest. I would prefer to recal you from the dim 
past; as well as from the remote ages of prophecy 
imfuMlled; to the scene in which we at present live, 
and the events which are daily transpiring around 
us. Not only are the tablets of the byegone en- 
graven with the (once mystic) characters of prophecy 
realised, but then in suspense. Not only is the 
future eloquent with mysteries of profoundest in- 
terest (which shall proclaim their own accomplish- 
ment in due season) when the God of Knowledge 
shall unseal her lips, to tell forth the praises of His om- 
niscience and truth. But the days we live in are, also, 
days of prophecy accomplished, and accomplishing. 
The Spirit of God that spake in Daniel yet speaks 
to us most distinctly of the things that have come 
to pass in our own times. It appeals to us to read 
and to understand; to search the Scriptures, and 
see, whether the things spoken aforetime are not ful- 
filled, and fulfilling, in our midst. 

It teaches us to know the times and seasons ; and 
as the mariner, thousands of leagues from land, can 
lift up his eyes to the heavens, and tell his where- 
abouts by consulting the stars, so it also invites us 
to look upwards to the prophetic skies, to read our 
course by the signs of the times ; to know what is 
the will . of God concerning us, and to mark the 
place that we, even now, occupy in the chart of the 
world's history, and the purposes of Divine grace. 

H 
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In the 7th verse of this 12th chapter of Daniel^ 
we are given a certain assurance whereby we can 
know that the end itself is not yet. Until the 
Jewish people are brought back from the lands of their 
dispersion^ the present dispensation shall not see its 
final day. Even of this consummation we may see 
the commencing symptoms unfolding themselves. 
Never since the days of the Apostles, since the 
Gospel was first preached, has there been such a 
shaking of the " dry bones ** of Israel. Multitudes 
of the seed of Abraham, in every country imder 
heaven, have turned to the Lord their God, and 
acknowledged Jesus as their Messiah and king. 
Who knows how soon the spirit of prayer and sup- 
plication may not be poured out on the whole nation f 
Who knows how soon they may not turn, as one 
man, and " look upon Him whom they pierced and 
mouin," and so the Deliverer come unto Zion; 
and turn away ungodliuess from Jacob, and all Israel 
be saved ? 

But our text affords one marked, and unmistakable 
characteristic of the last times. " Many shall rim 
" to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.** 
The first clause, " many shall run to andfro,^' has been 
variously rendered. The Septuagint Greek transla- 
tion has, " many shall be instructed.*' But this is 
by no means an improvement upon the reading of 
our English Bibles. The same Hebrew word which 
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is used in this passage is also found in Zechariah 
iv. 10, where it is said, " The eyes of the Lord, which 
" run to and fro through the whole earth.'* 

Our translators rightly understood the prophet 
Daniel to speak of a restless wandering to and fro 
from place to place ; of an increase in the facility of 
transit; and the conveniences of locomotion. In 
the prophet's day, and more than two thousand 
years afterwards, the geographical knowledge of the 
wisest of mankind was circumscribed. The world 
then known to the ancients was probably but a very 
small portion of that afterwards subject to the sway 
of Imperial Eome. Daniel wrote about 634 years 
B.C. You know how the mighty world of America 
was not discovered until the close of the 1 5th cen- 
tury. Of Australasia, the present home of so many 
of our own brethren, nothing was known certainly, 
until the year 1605. Of the interior of the vast con- 
tinent of Africa there are great portions, to this day, 
unexplored. 

Travelling, in those days, was probably no whit 
advanced beyond the tedious wanderings of the 
caravan and the dromedary, or, in some more civilised 
parts, locomotion was carried on by means of the 
chariot, or on horseback. 

To Daniel, however, was revealed in his Babylonish 
captivity, that the time should come when the Name 
of the Lord should be known from the rising of the 

II 2 
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sun unto the going down of the same. In the 
Psalms of David he had learned, from his childhood 
up, to look forward to the day when all nations 
should do Him homage. The isles, that is the re- 
motest comers of the earth, should wait for His 
salvation. 

He, in common with the other prophets and saints 
of God, believed that, in due season, all the families 
of the earth should " account themselves blessed in 
" Abraham's seed/* 

For the literal accomplishment of the promise 
they all waited and prayed. They desired earnestly 
to see the day dawn, when " darkness '* should no 
longer "cover the earth, and gross darkness the 
** peoples ; '* when the kingdoms of the world 
should forget their idols, and cast them to the moles 
and the bats. 

They believed, I say, in the promises. But how 
hopeless, to all appearances, was the accomplishment. 
How should the name of Jehovah travel to remote 
inaccessible regions ? How were the strongholds of 
Satan to be reached ? How should the knowledge of 
God's great Name be brought home to the convic- 
tions and acceptance of far off lands the very fame 
of which had scarcely reached the eastern centres of 
civilisation and power ? 

: Well might kings, and prophets, and wise men 
desire to look into these mysteries, desire to pene- 
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irate into the dim future, and to be made acquainted 
with, the secret counsel of the Most High, as to how 
He would accomplish His most sure word and promise 
of prophecy. 

We are little accustomed to realise the position of 
these holy men of old — to picture them to ourselves 
as Kghts in the midst of an hopeless and outer 
obscurity, with no gleam, no ray of dawning bright- 
ness to illuminate its darkness. 

How puzzled and perplexed they must at times 
have been. How sorely tried their faith. How 
they must have yearned for some glimpse, as to the 
plan by which God (who bid them speak of such a 
glorious futurity) would shed abroad the light of the 
knowledge of Himself, in a benighted earth. 

This aspect of the subject affords a most profitable, 
a most practical example of the " faith and patience 
" of the saints.'* 

How mighty a sway must their trust in God's 
abiding feithfiilness have exercised over their souls ! 

They were, so to speak, isolated from the sympa- 
thies of the whole world. Their expectations were 
all for the future. A future so distant, so dim, so 
misty, that nothing but the eagle glance of faith, 
launched upon the wings of a loving confidence in 
God's power and goodness, could penetrate it. How 
significant and consoling must then the revelation 
vouchsafed in the text have been to Daniel. It told 
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lum that when the time came means should not be 
wanting. God would find ways to fulfil every word 
of the prophetic consolation of the gospel glad tidings 
which He had put into the mouth of His servants — 
" Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
** be increased." 

Such considerations as the foregoing seem to throw 
much light upon the words of St. Peter (1 Pet. i. 
10 — 12) when he writes : " Of which salvation the 
** prophets have enquired and searched diligently, 
" who prophesied of the grace that should come 
" unto you. Searching what, or what manner of 
" time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
" signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
" of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto 
" whom it was revealed, that not xmto themselves, 
" but unto us, did they minister the things which 
" are now reported unto you by them that have 
" preached the gospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost 
" sent down from heaven ; which things the angels 
" desire to look into.^* 

In the closing verses of the prophecy of Daniel, 
we have an exact illustration of St. Peter's meaning. 
Having been assured in our text that, when the 
time came, God would find the means, the oracle 
thus addresses him : ^* Blessed is he that waiteth, 
" and Cometh to the thousand, three hundred and 
** five and thirty days. But go thy way till the end 
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" be, for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot, at the 
end of days." 

And so it happened unto Daniel even as God had 
promised. He sleeps in hope — and with steady, 
unfaltering footsteps the things spoken by the Holy 
Ghost, by his inspired lips, have ever since been 
working to their accomplishment. 

Many have run to and fro — ^knowledge is still 
increasing ! 

The long forgotten lore of Persia's monarchy — 
the miraculous achievements of Grecian art and 
philosophy and song — the robuster masterpieces of 
Boman genius — the civilization that led forward 
her sons to conquest, and compensated the nations 
that she vanquished, by opening to them the trea- 
sures of her knowledge — the cloistered wisdom of 
mediseval times — the revival of literature and the 
arts, which accompanied the introduction of printing 
and the downfall of the Papal power in Europe, 
when the angel-touch of religious freedom bid the 
human soul awake again to life and thought, and 
pursue its splendid career of conquest and enquiry 
in the domains of knowledge, up to the present 
hour ; all these were so many links, fresh links, 
welded on slowly, but surely, to the chain of 
prophetic prediction and accomplishment, that chain 
which reaches back to the days of Daniel, the cap- 
tive Jew, dwelling in exile in Babylon, and speaking 
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of " things to come " on the banks of the river 
Hiddekel. (Dan. x. 4.) 

And now, in the exciting whirl of modem dis- 
covery and travel, when already (figuratively speak- 
ing) the prediction has been accomplished that there 
" shall be no more sea " — ^when the " ends of the 
** earth " are bound together by a girdle of elec- 
tricity, and every comer of the globe is ransacked 
in quest of knowledge, or visited by the swift mes- 
sengers of Christ's love, carrying forth the gospel of 
peace to lands but recently unknown : who shall 
venture to limit — (albeit few pause to consider the 
crisis in which we are living) — who shall venture to 
limit the power of God to fulfil every jot and tittle 
of His remaining promises ? 

We this day behold with our eyes : we are wit- 
nesses for God, as citizens of one of the most culti- 
vated, most enlightened nations of the world ; of a 
people whose fleets cover every sea,whose merchandise 
is in every land, whose machinery is busy in every 
comer of the globe, whose literature pervades the 
whole earth — we are witnesses, I say, to the literal ac- 
complishment of the promise to Daniel : " Many shall 
" run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.'* 

By our Religious Societies. and our Tract Associa- 
tions j by our periodical literature, and by the works 
on history and science, on every conceivable topic ; 
by our training institutions for the outcasts of 
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society ; by our seminaries of learning for the 
young ; by our Sunday and parochial schools, is 
England daily proving, in the sight of men and 
angels, that God cannot deny Himself; that every 
" jot and tittle " of His every declaration standeth 
sure — ^That heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
His word shall not pass away. 

What was more like a random conjecture — a bow 
shot at a venture — a haphazard guess as to the solu- 
tion of an insurmountable difficulty — than the words 
of Daniel in the text ? 

And yet our eyes behold, the eyes of our little 
ones behold, that not one word has failed of all the 
good things which God spake concerning us, nearly 
2,500 years ago. 

In the '* natural course of events," as worldly 
men would say — in the fulfilment of God's 
PROMISES, as the Christian believer rejoices to say — 
He has visited and redeemed us ; and we, in turn, 
are made the highly favoured instruments of diffiising 
the knowledge of His name at home, abroad — to the 
very ends of the earth ! 

But there is another and a less encouraging aspect 
of this same prophecy, which the present condition of 
society forces upon our serious consideration. 

"We live in the days of Daniel's predicted increase 
of knowledge. The facilities for the spread of the 
Gospel are increased tenfold. 
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But with all our advance in education^ in science, 
and in art, how far does Christendom fall short of 
what she might accomplish ! Owing to the abuse of 
knowledge, some thoughtful and well meaning per- 
sons are compelled to ask themselves, " What real 
,* advantage is this spread of intellectual culture ?" 

Knowledge instead of benefiting many persons, 
makes them utterly imsuited to the discharge of 
those duties to which God has called them. We 
find instead of education invariably acting as a bless- 
ing, in many instances it seems to prove itself a 
curse. There is a spirit of revolt against all whole- 
some restraint abroad. Men and women fancy them- 
selves to be " as Gods, knowing good and evil." 
They are ready to say, " Who is Lord over u$ .?** 

It is only the uninstructed in God*s Word who 
can be taken by surprise by this rebellious manifest- 
ation of the depravity of the human heart. Is it 
not written, that in the " last days perilous times 
" should come. Men should be proud, contentious 
" boasters. Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
*^ God " ? Is it not also written, " He that thinketh 
" he knoweth anything, that man knoweth nothing 
'^ as he ought to know *'? 

This is the true cause of many of our so-called strikes; 
of the increasing demand for less work and more 
wages ; of the discomfort of our households, arising 
from the intolerable self-conceit and arrogant assxmip- 
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tion of those who would not have known their right 
hand from their left, but for the charitable self- 
denials and contributions of their betters. 

Such foolish and misguided folks as these plainly 
show that evil is before them. They remind me of 
that other most sure word of prophecy, written in 
the first verse of this 12th chapter of Daniel, which 
foretells that before Christ comes, " there shall be a 
** time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
*' a nation.'* 

The sorest calamity which can afflict the children 
of men is, to be given over to the unsanctified, 
unbridled lusts of their own evil hearts. When I 
look at home, when I look at the continent of 
Europe, when I look at America — ^that boasted model 
of political equality — I tremble for the things that 
are coming upon tho earth. I remember the example 
of France when the scum of society floated to the 
surface. I remember how to mourn the murder of a 
fether or mother was regarded as a poKtical crime ; 
and how one milUon of the most virtuous of the 
inhabitants of France perish^ by violent deaths ! 
What has lately' occurred under the " Commune " 
demonstrates that a recurrence of such a fiendish 
carnival is by no means impossible. 

Beloved brethren, I am no alarmist. I speak but 
the words of truth and soberness, when I say that 
I discern in the signs of the times, most sure 
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presages of as evil, or of worse days coming upon 
the earth. 

The spirit of lawlessness, of utter rampant selfish- 
ness, is abroad. Christian states have been beguiled 
into forgetting that mere secular education, imtem- 
pered by the love of God, is a fatal, a destructive 
delusion. Let the present " spirit of the times " 
have a little more scope, and we shall soon see class 
arrayed against class. We shall see the men who 
have not, who are too self-indulgent to work, in 
open war against those who fiilfil the Divine com- 
mand, " In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy 
" bread ;" — " If a man will not work, neither shall 
" he eat.'* 

Smile not, I pray you, at these evil prognostica- 
tions, as if they were fanciful forebodings. The 
oracles of God have expressly declared, that in the 
latter days, men should wax worse and worse. That 
the Lord, at His coming, should not find faith on 
earth. That the eve of His appearing shall be 
marked by a falling away, by the spirit of Anti- 
christ, so that, if possible, the very elect shall be 
deceived. 

May we not say then, with St. John, " it is the 
" last time " ? The spirit of Antichrist is already 
working in the children of disobedience. Even now, 
" there are many Antichrists, whereby we know it is 
" the last time.'* {See pp. 5, 6 of this volume.) 
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What is the best antidote against the evil, proud, 
rebellious spirit that is abroad in the world ? 

It is the heartfelt acceptance of the blessed truth 
that " Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
" sinners/' 

That " He came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners unto repentance/' 

He who is truly impressed with the work of Christ 
in his own soul, who knows what he is by nature, 
and what God's grace has made him, will know 
nothing of that wicked pride that revolts against 
authority, and glories in that wretched little modicum 
of knowledge which Providence alone has endowed 
him with the faculties of acquiring. 

He will say, " By the grace of God, I am what 
" I am ;" not, " By my right of equality, I am as good 
" as my neighbours/* He will have sounded some- 
what of the depths of his own depravity, when he 
thinks how God has had mercy on him, redeemed 
him, kept him from falling lower than his conscience 
tells him he has already fallen ; he will ever be ready 
to exclaim, " Now, thanks be unto God for his un- 
" speakable gift/' 

Be not led away, then, in these delusive, unsanc- 
tified days, by an illfounded admiration of science, 
" falsely so called/' 

That the soul be without knowledge is not good. 
But remember, this is chiefly true of the salvation of 
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Christ. Mere secular knowledge can avail notliliig 
to keep you straight in this life, to prepare you for 
the hour of death, and to reassure in the day of 
judgment. " What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul; or, what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? ** 

The day is coming when, for each of us, even 
" prophecies shall cease, and knowledge shall vanish 
" away." 

In that dread hour, nothing can afford us any 
substantial consolation but the promise vouchsafed 
to Daniel, " Go thou thy way till the end be, 

" FOR thou SHALT REST, AND SHALT STAND IN THY 
" LOT, -AT THE END OF THE DAYS.'* 

God, of His infinite mercy, grant that in that 
solemn hour, when from the failing mirror of the 
soul, the knowledge, the remembrance, the desire of 
all earthly things fade out, reflected in its serene 
and tranquil depths, the dawn of immortality, the 
substance of things hoped-for, the evidence of things 
long unseen, may shine down from the presence of 
God Himself. Thus may it be given to us to pass 
from this world of shadows, of twilight knowledge 
and imperfect faith, to that land of joyful certainty 
and assurance, where we shall see ^^face to face,'* 
and " know as we are known.*' Where, " equal to 
" the angels,'* we shall rejoice to do God's bidding ; 
where our highest joy will be to perform the 
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gracious errands of tlie word of His love, which 
" ruimeth very swiftly ;" where we shall evermore 
grow in grace, be changed from glory to glory, and 
increase in the knowledge and the love of our 
Saviour and our God. 



REFLECTION VI. 



H^xhU t\t ^miifotmt. 



John xviii. 38. 

" Pilate saith unto him, What is truth ? And when he had 
^^ said this, he went out again unto the Jews^ and saith unto 
" them, I find in him no fault at aU,*'* 




HERE is no human name with which Christ- 
ians are more familiar than that of Pilate^ 
the Eoman Governor of Judaea^ by whose 
authority our Lord Jesus Christ was put to death. 
" Suffered under Pontius Pilate '* is an article of the 
Apostles* Creed. It fixes the precise historic period 
in which Jesus was crucified. We are able to say, 
" At such and such a time, imder such a ruler, the 
" prophecies were fiilfilled, and the Saviour of the 
" world was put to death by the hands of wicked 
" men.*' 

This most certain event does not rest, however, 
upon the evidence of Christ's followers only. Our 
enemies themselves have given decisive testimony 
that we are not following *' cunningly-devised 

* Eyo) ovoc/itoy aiTiajf evpurjcdi er avrm. 
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" fables/' nor deceiving tlie world. Tacitus, the 
Roman annalist (a.d. 110), tells us that "the author 
" of that sect, or name, was Christus, who in the 
" reign of Tiberius, was punished with death (as 
" a criminal) by the procurator Pontius Pilate." 
JosEPHUS, the Jewish historian, himself a priest and 
a Pharisee, tells exactly the same story, but with 
fuller details. When speaking of Pilate's governor- 
ship (Ant. xviii. 3. 3) in the regular course of his 
annals, he writes, " Now there was about this time 
" Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call Him a man 
" {et y€ avBpa airrov X&yeiv XPV)9 ^^r He was a doer of 
" wonderful works {irapaSo^Qyv epycov), a teacher of 
** such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He 
" drew over to Him both many of the Jews, and 
" many of the Gentiles. 

" He was the Christ (6 Xpiaros o5to9 ^v.) ; and 
" when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal 
" men amongst us, had condemned Him to the cross, 
" those that loved Him at the first did not forsake 
" Him. For He appeared unto them alive again 
" the third day, as the Divine prophets had foretold 
" these, and ten thousand other, wonderful things 
" concerning Him ; and the tribe of Christians so 
" named from Him, are not extinct at this day.*'* 

* I make no apology for citing this testimony of Josephus. 
Those who desire further information upon the genuineness 
of the passage, should read Whiston's Dissertation, entitled 

I 
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This passage exists in all the MSS. of Josephus 
that have come down to us. It occurs, naturallt/, in 
that part of his history which includes the governor- 
ship of Pilate. Pilate was procurator of Judsea for 
about ten years. 

A Boman nobleman like Pilate, coming from the 
western centre of the Pagan world, must have found 
himself in a perplexing position in Judaea. 

An accomplished heathen, conforming to the State 
religion of Rome, from policy, but despising and 
disbeUeving its lying idolatries, he found himseK 
called to preside over a nation fierce, turbulent, 
bigoted in defence of their ceremonial observances 
and religious rites, but disunited amongst themselves. 
The nation of the Jews was then, as now, a standing 
riddle to the iminstructed in God's word and pur- 
poses. Their sacred writings were unapproachable 
in their justice, in their merciful benevolence, in 
their incomparable purity. 

The God that they set forth was One. His 
attributes were judgment and mercy. No indecent 
puerilities disgraced their system of theology. Holi- 
ness was designated as the habitation of Jehovah's 
majesty. Had the law of Moses been only carried into 
effect, the Jewish State must have been the model of 

'* The Testimonies of Josephus concerning Jesus Christ, John 
" the Baptist, and James the Just, vindicated. ' It stands first 
in the appendix to Whiston's Josephus. 
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God-fearing morality, and justice tempered with 
mercy. Everything was so different to what Pilate 
had been accustomed to. The city was splendid, 
the Temple was magnificent, but there were.no graven 
images. There were no shrines and chapels dedi- 
cated to filthy lusts, as in heathen lands, where devils 
were worshipped under the false designation, of 
" Gods/' The sacred books of the Jews had long 
since been translated out of Hebrew, into Greek. 
Greek was the French of those days. Pilate could 
easily master the religious doctrines of his govern- 
ment. First, there was the law of Moses to study. 
Then, there was the inspired supplement in the Pro- 
phets, the historical writings, and the Psalms. There 
was a halo of supematuralism surrounding the Jewish 
nation, authenticated by the history of the Gentile 
empires, which had come in contact with them from 
the beginning. 

The dealings of the God of Israel with Egypt, and 
Syria, with Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Mace- 
donia, were but as our own mediaeval history, in those 
days, and yet the Jewish people of Pilate's period 
were but a nation of fanatical formalists. The Sad- 
ducees clung to the political law of Moses, and yet 
denied the existence of the soul. The Pharisees 
were zealous for the letter of every precept, but 
made void the very law of God by the traditions of 
men. I say, that the position of a Roman governor 

I 2 
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in Judaea must have been a most, perplexing one. 
The theory, the profession of godliness was there, 
but the life contradicted what the tongue of acrimon- 
ious controversy maintained. At this critical period 
Christ appeared. His daily conversation was an un- 
deviating course of spotless self-denial. His doctrine 
was, love to God, and an unselfish sympathy with 
the poorest of men. "Grace and truth'' accom- 
panied His footsteps. The miraculous powers of 
Heaven He exerted to benefit the outcasts of society. 
He reasserted all that was written in the Law and the 
Prophets. He said they were God's very Word and 
Law, but He taught the spirit, as well as the letter. 
He fed the starving thousands with bread super- 
naturally produced. He healed their diseases. He 
warned them against the sham devotion of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, but He excited no political 
commotion. He claimed no exemption from foreign 
taxes. He did not strive nor cry, nor cause His 
voice to be heard in the streets. He was the Son 
OF David, and yet demanded no earthly throne. 
He claimed for God the things that are God's, but 
He commanded that " the things that were Caesar's " 
should be rendered to him. And a Roman governor 
would not be slow to understand that in Christ's 
formula of dutiful love, lay the entire fulfilling of 
the law. We know that the fame of Jesus had 
extended to the palaces of the rulers. Herod for 
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a long time had desired to see Him. The fact of 
our Lord's collecting such a number of followers 
could not have escaped the vigilance of the Roman 
police at so critical a period. And yet, that they 
never attempted to molest the new teacher of right- 
eousness, is certain ! Yea, was it not written con- 
cerning Him, by the prophet Isaiah, more than 740 
years before, " Behold my servant shall deal pru- 
" dently. He shall be exalted and extolled, and be 
'* very high . . . the kings shall shut their 
" mouths at Him, for that which had not been told 
" them shall they see ; and that which they had not 
** heard, shall they consider '^ ? 

It is a remarkable circumstance that not the 
smallest hint is thrown out, to the effect, that the 
ministry of Jesus was displeasing to the Romans. 
Nay, at least, one military officer of standing came 
to crave His assistance. When our Lord made His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the cry of Hosanna 
TO (or rather, by)* the Son of David gave no offence 
to the foreign authorities. 

It was too apparent that Jesus was no political 
agitator. He was no malcontent. The sovereignty 
that He claimed was not of this world. 

Pilate must have known of all that was going on 
in the face of day. He could not have been igno- 
rant that Christ's teaching was hateful to the 

* i,e,, " Save us, we pray, by the Son of David.** 
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Scribes, the Pharisees, and Sadducees. Jesus incul- 
cated a holy obedience. They were always on the 
watch to excite the people to revolt against the 
Roman oppressors. 

St. Matthew (xxviii. 18) and St. Mark (xv. 10) teU 
us expressly that " Pilate knew that the chief priests 
« had deUvered Him for envy." 

He knew the merits of the case that was at last 
referred to himself for capital decision. 

Our Lord's influence with the common people 
could not have been displeasing to the Romans. He 
was no demagogue or rebel. He was on the side of 
order. His whole teaching paralysed the rival fac- 
tions. The conmion people were rendered contented 
by it. They were taught their religious duties. 
Their wants were alleviated ; and, furthermore, " He 
" taught them as one having authority, and not as 
" the Scribes." 

This was the position of aflGEors on that sorrowful 
night which our Saviour spent in Gethsemane's 
garden, and was afterwards betrayed into the hands 
of His enemies with a kiss ; when the chief priests, 
the scribes, and the elders sent down a great multi- 
tude with swords and with staves to take Him ; when 
He was put on His trial before the unrighteous tri- 
bunal of Gaiaphas. 

Doubtless every circumstance that passed in that 
wicked conclave was immediately reported to Pilate. 
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So great a commotion amongst the heads of the 
Jews would be narrowly watched. The nation was 
always a seditious one. Several minor disturbances 
had been extinguished by Pilate with savage violence. 
The blood of the GaUlaeans he had mingled with 
their sacrifices. The governor must needs be kept 
supplied with intelKgence, that he might be prepared 
to act promptly, upon the first symptom of disaffec- 
tion, or tumult. 

And now the shadows of that night of sacrilegious 
mockery of justice were beginning to wane. Morning 
was about to break upon the gmltiest day that the 
world ever saw. The Divine victim had drunlc deep 
into that cup of mingled agony and distress which 
He had just prayed, that if possible, it might pass 
from Him. The cock had crowed to tell of the com- 
ing dawn, and Peter had thrice denied his Lord. 
The base malignity of the elders was no longer 
baffled. He had declared Himself to be the Son of 
God. This was a sufficient accusation, upon which they 
could hang the capital sentence against blasphemy. 

Jesus had been spit upon, in the presence of His 
judges. He had been mocked, reviled, and buffeted. 
And now, whilst it was yet very early, His accusers 
rose up, and bound their unresisting prisoner, and in 
one tumultuous torrent the crowd flowed through the 
portals of the high priest's palace, and knocked for 
admittance at the palace of Pilate. 
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Pilate was not unprepared for the furious deputa- 
tion that besieged his gates at that early hour of the 
morning. They were no welcome demands which 
they brought with them. His own inclinations 
would be on the side of Jesus. He was a good sub- 
ject, a wholesome instructor of the people. He 
effectually exposed the selfish partizanship of the 
zealots for the law. 

He must therefore, if possible, be spared. Besides, 
report had encircled the guiltless prisoner with a 
mysterious halo of supernatural power. If rumour 
spake truly. He had raised the dead. He had walked 
on the stormy sea. He had given sight to the blind, 
He had cast out devils. Of these things Pilate had 
heard with the hearing of the ear, but now Jesus was 
to stand before his judgment-seat ; the virgin-born 
PROPHET of blameless life, the wielder of a mightier 
omnipotence than Pilate's Pagan philosophy had ever 
dreamt of. 

And therefore when the priestly rabble rushed in, 
hurrying Jesus in their midst, doubtless his heathen, 
superstitious heart misgave him. It was so un- 
pleasant a business, that he would fain avoid inter- 
meddling in it. 

Pilate's extreme anxiety, from first to last, to avoid 
mixing in the matter is most striking. 

The indictment which the Jewish authorities 
brought against our Lord was twofold. It was 
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admirably calculated to work upon Pilate^s fears. 
The first accusation was that He stirred up the 
people from Galilee in the North to Jerusalem in the 
South. (Luke xxiii. 6.) That he forbade to give 
tribute to CsDsar, and claimed to be the King of 
the Jews. Pilate knew well that this calumny was 
false. But Tiberius, the Emperor, was a pitiless and 
jealous tyrant, and the accusation was a dangerous 
one. If Pilate let Jesus go he was not " Caosar's 
" friend." It might cost him his governorship and 
his life. The second crime was, that He claimed to 
be the Son of God. " When Pilate heard that say- 
" ing, he was the more afraid." (John xix. 8.) He 
more than half believed that the indictment might 
be true. 

We may well believe that much more passed in 
the judgment hall of Pilate than those few emphatic 
sentences which the Evangelists have recorded. They 
testify with one consent to his persuasion of the 
innocence of Jesus. They paint, in no doubtful 
colours, the struggle between pity and self-interest, 
between anxiety to stand well with his imperial 
master, and the desire to avoid the fearful responsi- 
bility of putting Jesus to death. 

Observe how Pilate caught at the statement that 
Jesus had been in Galilee. Galilee was in Herod's 
jurisdiction. He was that sanguinary trifler, who, 
to ratify a drunken oath, beheaded John the Baptist. 
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Herod happened to be in Jerusalem ! To Herod He 
should go. But Herod, in his turn, could find no- 
thing worthy of death in Jesus, and so to Pilate He was 
brought back. The responsibility which Pilate had 
hoped to foist upon a less scrupulous man, fell back 
upon his own head. 

There was but one way of avoiding the difficulty. 
That was by refusing to consent to the murder of 
Jesus. He found himself again face to face with 
the difficulty. He must disoblige the Jews, and be 
accused to Caesar ; or he must give " sentence 
against Jesus, that it should be as they required.'* 

Again and again, therefore, did he take his place 
on the judgment-seat, and commune with his august 
Prisoner, and then more convinced of His innocence, 
more persuaded of His claim to be the Son of God, 
did he return to plead with the multitude outside — 
with that bloodthirsty " generation of vipers " who 
would not " enter into the judgment hall," lest, for- 
sooth, " they might be defiled, but that they might 
" eat the Passover,'* and yet who howled aloud, 
with savage importunity outside the doors, for the 
blood of the Holy and the Just One ! 

To these hard-hearted men did he return, and with 
all the anguished eloquence of an awakened con- 
science, implored them not to press him further to the 
horrible deed. Vain was his despairing hope that 
things might take a favourable turn, that he might 
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be able to save his credit with Caesar, and secondly, 
the life of Jesus Christ the Righteous ! 

Vain also was the message which his wife sent 
unto him as he sat on the judgment-seat, and to 
which he would gladly have given heed. "Have 
*' thou nothing to do with that just man, for I have 
" suffered many things this day in a dream because 
" of him." (Matt, xxvii. 19.) 

This statement of St. Matthew shows us, that 
Pilate had even asked counsel of his wife, as to the 
terrible cause that was about to be brought before 
his tribunal for trial. 

But his high office imposed the necessity of mak- 
ing a decision, and he could not escape from it. His 
DUTY was before him. It must either be accom- 
plished or betrayed. 

God has erected the throne of conscience in every 
heart. The thoughts of man either accuse or excuse 
him. 

At one time Pilate asked in despair, "What is 
** Truth ? If thy own priests condemn thee ; if 
** they who claim to know the one true God, the 
" God of justice and mercy, reject the doctriae that 
" thou teachest, how am I, a poor heathen, to blame 
" if I prefer self-interest to conscience ? " 

But this miserable sophistry had no real hold 
upon his better judgment. He went out directly, 
and repeated his persuasion of Christ's innocence. 
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To no purpose did he take water and wash his 
hands in the presence of the multitude. To no pur- 
pose did he protest unto them, saying, "I am innocent 
" of the blood of this just person, see ye to it." 
He had the authority, and he could have prevented 
the deed. He did not do so; he consented to it. 
Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate. He rose again 
the third day. He shall come again to be judge of 
quick and dead. Pilate shortly after fell into dis- 
grace. Some atrocious cruelty caused him to be 
cited before Caesar. The Emperor died before he 
got to Rome. He was sent into exile to Vienne, in 
Gaul, and there, Eusebius, the Christian historian, 
tells us, he died by his own hand, " out of vexation 
^^ for his many misfortunes !^^ 

Judge ye, beloved brethren, whether Caesar and 
the multitude of Jews were enemies to be afraid of. 

In a few short years that turbulent crowd passed 
away — dropped into the grave, as the leaves killed 
by the winter^s frosts steal silently to decay, or as 
stubble is eaten up by the devouring flame. Caesar 
himself exchanged the purple for the shroud, and 
lives in history only by his infamous name. ' 

But the name of Pilate shall never pass away as 
long as Christianity shall last, yea until Jesus comes 
again to cite him to His bar. Pilate's name shall be 
mentioned as the magistrate who knew that He was 
innocent, who declared that he could find no fault at 
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all in Him, and who yet scourged Him, and gave 
Him over to the will of His enemies to be crucified, 
between two malefactors ! 

Say not, beloved, " if we had lived in those days, 
we should not have killed the Lord of Glory." 

Pilate represents to us the state of multitudes who 
are willing to do right, provided it cost them no- 
thing to do it. A selfish expediency is still the ruling 
passion of fair-weather Christians. The voice of the 
multitude still prevails, and sentence is daily given, 
that it shall be as they desire. 

Men are afraid to do what is right irrespective of 
consequences, and to commit the result to God, who 
judgeth righteously. They profess to know Him as 
the weigher of actions^ but in works they deny Him. 
If to do what is just will offend a customer or 
alienate a patron, if a righteous sentence is to be 
weighed in the balance against filthy lucre, judg- 
ment, mercy, and truth may all plead in vain. 
Mammon is unhesitatingly chosen before God, who 
seeth in secret, but rewardeth openly. 

This is the way of that " world,'' which in nations 
professing Christianity/ , is made up of those who have 
been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and thereby received 
into the fellowship of Christ's Church. 

I do not expect to cure these things by speaking 
of them. In these latter times, evil men will wax 
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worse and worse, denying even the Lord that bought 
them. Our only hope is, that speaking forth the 
words of truth and soberness, we may, perchance, 
save those who profess godliness from being deceived 
by the error of the wicked. 

One cryiDg sin, then, of the present time is a 
wicked expediency. Provided the voice of the rabble 
is loud enough, the holiest things must go down at 
their bidding. Popularity is the handmaid to power 
and wealth and station. Nothing is too sacred, but 
it must be yielded to popularity. 

As Pilate sacrificed Jesus, so statesmen sacrifice 
religion, honour, and loyalty. Private individuals 
sell their dearest friends, in pursuit of some present 
good. Men swear to their neighbours and depart 
from it, because they imagine it may be to their own 
hurt. Men professing godliness act as if God's ear 
were waxed dull of hearing, so that it cannot hear ; 
as if His arm were shortened so that it cannot save ; 
and yet the Bible tells us that God is " very nigh to 
" us in all things that we call upon Him for, yea, a 
" very present help in time of trouble." 

He who, like Pilate, asks " What is Truth ? '* 
resolving to do the opposite of what he knows to be 
right, excusing himself by the inconsistencies of 
others, is a self-deceiver and a hypocrite. 

Things that are honest, and sincere, and of good 
report are patent as the sun. Conscience, as well as 
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the Word of God tells us, that God must be true, 
though every man should be a liar. The path of 
duty is often difficult, but if a man be a true Christian, 
he will remember that Christ, his Master, came into 
the world to bear witness to the truth. He will 
hear His voice, and he will pray for, and receive the 
understanding to know Him that is true, and to 
glorify Him before men. He will receive the wisdom 
to choose the good part, to witness a good confession 
before many witnesses, and to exemplify that "grace 
*' and truth ** which " came by Jesus Christ.'* 

Be not, then, contented with acknowledging the 
truth like Pilate, and then excusing yourselves from 
doing what is right, because temptation draws you 
mightily to silence your convictions. 

Comfort yourselves in the thought that grace, as 
well as TRUTH, comes by Jesus Christ. It is a grace 
that is sufficient. It is a grace that constrains. 
Pray that God would grant you to be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus. That He would estab- 
lish yoiir hearts in this grace. Rejoice in the 
thought, that for you Christ made intercession, 
before He went to the Father from whom He had 
come forth, not only to bear witness to the truth, 
but also to redeem you from all iniquity, and to 
sanctify you with His blood. For you He made 
intercession, saying, "Holy Father, keep through 
" thine own name, those whom thou hast given me. 
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"... I pray not that thou shouldest take them 
" out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 
" them from the evil.'* 

Thus rejoicing in God's holy protection, kept by 
His power unto the salvation which shall be revealed, 
you may also, with grateful confidence, take to 
yourselves the words addressed by the >angel to the 
Church at Sardis : " Thou hast a few names even in 
" Sardis, which have not defiled their garments, and 
" they shall walk with me in white ; for they are 
" worthy ! . . . Thou hast a little strength and hast 
" kept my word and not denied my name. Because 
*^ thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will 
" keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall 
" come upon all the world." (Rev. iii. 4, 8, 10.) 



REFLECTION VH. 



Kliat ^ixll i« at Christ? 



Matthbwt xxii. 41 — 45. 



** While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesiis asked 
*' of them, saying, What think ye of Christ ? whose Son is He ? 
** They say unto Him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, 
" How then doth David in spirit call Him Lord, saying. The 
** Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I 
'' make thine enemies thy footstool ? If David then call Him 
" Lord, how is He his Son ? " 

NE of the chief causes of enmity against our 
Lord Jesus Christ was this. He taught the 
people as one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes.* He claimed to interpret the Law and the 
Prophets in His own right, as being the Son of God. 
He claimed to speak of His own, when He expounded 
the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven. Envy was 
the cause that prompted the Pharisees and lawyers 
to seek to kill Him. Hitherto, they had been the ac- 

* Our Lord did not, like the Scribes, say Eabbi " so and 
so " says ; but, " Verily, verily, I say unto you." 

K 
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cepted teachers of the people. They had had all 
things their own way. The common people gave 
respectful heed to all they said, and received their 
doctrines without contradiction. 

As soon, however, as our Lord began to teach and 
to preach, their day was over, and their power begun 
to wane. They saw that one mightier in word and 
deed than any of the prophets, had come among 
them. They could not gainsay His doctrines. Even 
the officers that were sent to take Him, came back 
and told those that had sent them that ^' He spake 
as never man spake.*' 

He received universal testimony to the gracious 
words that He uttered. Grace and truth distilled 
like the droppings of the honeycomb from His lips. 

Every fresh convert that Jesus made was a woimd 
inflicted on the credit, and on the self-respect of the 
Scribes and the rulers. St. John tells us, how, at an 
early period of His ministry, (hey had agreed amongst 
themselves, that if any man should confess that He 
was the Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue. 

The Jews of our Lord's day were divided into 
classes. There were the Greek-speaking Jews or 
Hellenists, who, residing in Egypt -and other 
countries at a distance from Jerusalem, had unlearned 
their Hebrew, and used a Greek translation of the 
Scriptures. The opinions of this vast body of 
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Israelites are represented by Philo. He was sent as 
an ambassador to Rome, by his coimtrymen, from 
Alexandria, a.d. 40. Now, Philo, in his volmninous 
writings, continually makes mention of a Divine 
Word of God, whom he represents as coming from 
God to man in the capacity of intercessor, high 
priest, and mediator, and as being the medium 
of communication between God and man. He 
describes Him, as St. Paul does, as the " express 
image of His person.'* He, the Word of God, 
according to Philo, is the Creator and Sustainer of 
the Universe. The other great division of the Jews 
resided in Palestine. They retained the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Their opinions are to be found in the 
Mishna and in the Talmuds, but, above all, in the 
Targums. The Targums are free translations of the 
Old Testament books into Chaldee. They include 
short explanations and comments. They were in- 
tended to assist the unlearned Jews, to whom pure 
Hebrew had become difficult, in the imderstanding 
of the Scriptures. In the Targums we find what 
were the received interpretations of the Hebrew 
Church, of the Scribes and Pharisees, in, and after 
the Apostolic times. There we again find the Divine 
nature and personality of the Word of God set forth. 
Most of those passages, which, as Christians, we 
apply to our Lord Jesus Christ, are referred to the 
Divine Messiah, in the Targums. Take, for example, 

K 2 
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those words of Psalm ex., embodied in our text, 
" The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand." The Targum has it, ^' Jehovah said in,'* or, 
" unto His Word.*' 

Now, then, we understand somewhat of the 
mental position and the religious expectations of the 
Jewish people and their teachers, in the days of 
our Lord and His Apostles. 

They looked for a Divine Messiah, who was to be 
the SON, as well as the Word of God. 

Claiming to be the Messiah, Jesus, as a necessary 
consequence, also claimed to be equal with God. 
Not only so, He actually exercised the functions of 
Deity, He took to Himself the right to explain the 
meaning of God's holy day, the Sabbath, because 
the " Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." He 
cast out devils " with the finger of God.^' As the 
" Holy One of God " they obeyed Him. 

He hesitated not to say to the man sick of the 
palsy, " Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven 
thee." He defended himself from the charge of 
blasphemy, by asserting that the " Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins."* He proved his 

* The expression Son of Man, in its proper application to 
the Divine Messiah, is doubtless taken from Psalm viii 4, 
and BO the writer to the Hebrews (ii. 6 — 9) applies it. 
Jesus is the typical Son of Man, and, therefore, He asserts, 
in John v. 27, that the Father has " given Him authority 
to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man." 
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power, by making the sick man ^* rise, take up his 
bed, and walk.'* 

It was the manifestation and avowal of His Divine 
prerogatives, that at once transformed the rulers of 
the people into His bitterest enemies. They expected, 
indeed, a Divine Messiah. But a poor Messiah, a 
preaching Messiah, a lowly Messiah, was the very 
last thing that they wanted. 

They would not have refused their allegiance to 
an Almighty conqueror. They expected to sun 
their proud souls in that glory which He had with 
the Father before the foundation of the world ! But 
a lowly-born teacher and friend of Publicans and 
harlots, a missionary Messiah, one who emptied 
Himself and made Himself of no reputation, the 
brightness of whose glory was dimly perceptible to 
their carnal eyes, shining out chiefly in the softened 
beams of grace and truth — with such a Christ they 
would have nothing to do. They despised Him, 
they rejected Him. They hated Him with all the 
bitter intensity of men whose vanity was wounded, 
whose hopes were annihilated ; whose selfish 
arrogance came out in the darkest colours against 
the spotless transparency of the object and mission 
of Jesus to do good, to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 

The words of our text form a striking illustra- 
tion, which Jesus employed to convince His enemies 
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This stratagem having failed, the Sadducees next 
tried their hands. They were free-thinkers. They 
denied the existence of angel or spirit. They did 
not believe in a future state, nor in the resurrection. 
Our Lord asked them to explain, if Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob had been annihilated at death, 
how it came to pass, that at the burning bush — 400 
years after their decease — God still describes Him- 
self as their Ged, — " He is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living, for all men live unto Him." 
These two encounters produced the reverse effect that 
His enemies expected, for ** when the multitude heard 
*Hhis, they were astonished at His doctrine." Twice 
baffled and beaten back, the Pharisees were now 
gathered together. The assembled wisdom of the 
Jewish schoolmen would now perplex Jesus with 
their sophistries. 

One of them, who was a lawyer, asked Him a 
question, tempting Him and saying, « Master, wHch 
" is the great commandment of the law ? " 
Doubtless, they expected Him to reply, " I am the 
Lord thy God, thou shalt have none other God 
but me." God's unity is the foundation of all 
religion. Jesus, however, would remind them that 
perfect orthodoxy may co-exist with a systematic 
violation of the religion of the God of love. His 
answer, therefore. He took from the law of Moses 
(Deut. vi. 4 — 5), as we also more fully read in St. 
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MaA xii. 29—31, " Hear, O Israel ; The Lord our 
'' God is one Lord : and thon slialt love the Lord thy 
^ God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
^ with all thy mind, and with all thy strength : this 
'* is the first commandment. — And the second is like, 
'•namely this, ThoQshalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
" self. There is none other commandment greater 
" than these," or, as St. Matthew adds, " On these 
'*two commandments hang all the law and the 
*• prophets." Thus did our Lord probe the very 
consciences of these bigots. He drew from the 
Scribe that put the question, an avowal of approval, 
and graciously assured him that he himself was 
*' not far from the kingdom of God,** He showed 
how foolish a question it was to ask, '^ Which is the 
great commandment of the law ? *' He showed 
also, that though thinking it not robbery to be equal 
with God, He held the old creed in its simple 
integrity, and had not departed one iota from the 
cardinal doctrine of all religion, that God is One, 
although He asserted His equality with God. 

Now, however, our Lord Himself takes up the 
weapon of interrogation. He has also a question 
to ask in vindication of His Divinitv. The Rabbis 
rightly interpreted Psalm ex. as referring to the 
Messiah. And so, as St. Mark puts it, He answered 
and said, " How say the Scribes that Christ is the 
"Son of David? For David himself said, by 



WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? 137 

"the Holy Ghost, the Lord said to my Lord 
" C?*TSb np) DM), Sit thou on my right hand, 
" until I make thine enemies thy footstool. David 
'* therefore ealleth him Lord, and whence is he then 
"his Son ? " Mark xii. 35—37. 

" And no man/^ says St. Matthew, " was able to 
" answer Sim a word, neither durst any man, from 
" that day forth, ask Him any more questions." 

Thus did Jesus prove, from the interpretation of 
the Scribes themselves, that (provided He could show 
His title to theMessiahship),His claim to Godhead was 
in accordance with Scriptures, with the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost, and the just expectation of the 
nation itself. David wrote by the Holy Ghost. It 
was not a poetical image. It was no figure of speech. 
In this Psalm, Messiah is, Jy Jehovah, invited to sit 
on His throne, whilst His kingdom is a preparing, 
and whilst He puts His enemies imder His footstool. 
Even before the day of His completed triumph. He 
has a right to share the glory of the Most High. As 
a Son, He has power in His Father's house, even as 
it is written in Psalm ii., " Thou art my Son ; this 
" day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I will 
" give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
" uttermost part of the earth for thy possession.'* 
Or again. Psalm xlv., " Thy throne, God, is for 
" ever and ever : the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a 
" right sceptre." 
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The claim and title of the promised and expected 
Messiah to be the Son of God, was not a matter in 
dispute. Jesus appealed to the Scriptures in His 
oicn defence, as interpreted by the Scribes them- 
selves. It lay with them to prove that He put forth 
false pretensions, when He claimed to be " Him of 
whom Moses in the Law, and all the prophets did 
write." 

This portion of Scripture, therefore, bears a two- 
fold witness of paramount importance. It shows 
us that Christ claimed to be equal with God Jehovah. 
It gives us His Divine assurance concerning the 
authority due to these portions of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

David wrote the Psalm *^ by the Holy Ghost.'* 
Upon the genuineness of this one passage our Lord 
bases His claim to be the Holy One of God. On it 
He stakes the question of His authority and Godhead. 
He shows that even whilst waiting to *^ see of the 
travail of His soul and to be satisfied,'* even now. He 
is equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, 
equal in power, equal in knowledge, equal in 
Majesty. The Very and Eternal God. 

The weight of such testimony as this, cannot, at 
the present time, be over-estimated. In the days of 
John the divine there were many Antichrists. They 
denied that Jesus Christ was come in the flesh. That 
is, they denied to our Lord, the Divinity — ^the Godhead 
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which all the fathers from the beginning ascribed, 
by the Holy Ghost, to the Messiah, for " Christ " 
is but the Greek translation of this Hebrew word. 
Even so now, many so-called " Christians " deny 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. Observe then, 
how, in this narrative, Jesus the Son of God, draws 
His final reply, after which His enemies durst not ask 
Him any more questions — first from Moses, in the 
Book of Deuteronomy, and secondly from David, in 
Psalm ex. 

What stronger testimony can a Christian desire to 
the truth and certainty of the Old Testament 
writings? We do not follow "cunningly-devised 
fables ** when we receive them as the Word of God. 
Well might the Saviour declare to His rejecters, " If 
ye had believed Moses, ye would have believed my 
words." Well might He say, " Search the 
" Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
"life, and they areihey which testify of me." Or 
again, in words more solemnly approving still, " If 
" they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither Tsdll 
" they believe, though one rose from the dead." 

' Yea, verily, time would fail to enumerate all the 
positive assurances of the New Testament in 
testimony to the Old Testament writings. We 
might commence with the witness of Philip to 
Nathaniel, — " We have found Him of whom Moses in 
"the Law, and the prophets did write, Jesus of 
"Nazareth, the son of Joseph." (John i. 45.) 
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"We might conclude with the partiiig words in 
which the Redeemer addressed His disciples, when 
He led them to Bethany, and the bright cloud 
received Him out of their sight. 

** These are the words which I spake unto you, while 
" I was yet with you, that all things must be fiilfilled, 
** which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
" prophets, and in the Psalms." (Luke xxiv. 44.) 

Nor need we be doubtful as to what books our 
Lord referred to — as the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms. 

The Hebrew Scriptures are extant. The Samaritan 
Pentateuch, or five Books of Moses, is extant. We 
have also the testimony of the Greek-speaking 
branch of the Jewish Church. 

Corresponding in name and number with the 
Hebrew books, we have the Septuagint Greek version 
of the Old Testament. This was made at Alexandria, 
277 years before the birth of Christ. It is therefore 
above suspicion. The sacred books of Christianity 
are no vamped up allegories, no modem forgeries 
palmed off upon a set of credulous enthusiasts. We 
have a more sure word of prophecy, to which we do 
well to give heed, as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place. We have not followed cunningly-devised 
fables. We have an anchor of the soul sure and 
steadfast. We rest upon a goodly foundation of 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief comer-stone. " We have received,** as St. 
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Paul says, "not the spirit of the world, but the 
*' spirit which is of God ; that we might know the 
•' things that are freely given to us of God. Which 
" things also we speak, not in the words which man^s 
''wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
" teacheth." (1 Cor. ii. 12, 13.) 

And now, turning aside from the controversial 
aspect of the subject, let us ask ourselves the ques- 
tion, " What think ye of Christ ; whose Son is He ? " 

Being the Son of David, He is also the Son of man, 
our brother according to the flesh. Being the 
Messiah, He is the Son of God, unto whom all power 
in heaven and earth is given — God over all, blessed 
for ever. 

On the one hand, we have not an high priest who 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 
As it behoved Him, He was in all points made like 
unto His brethren, tempted and yet without sin. He 
is able therefore to succour them that are tempted. 

On the other. He now stands at the right hand of 
God. He has resumed the Majesty which He once 
laid aside for our sakes. He has ascended up on 
high, and with the Divine persuasions of an Only 
Begotten Son, He acts as our advocate with the 
Father, ever living to mak^ intercession for us. His 
brethren by adoption and grace. 

Such a Saviour as this is, is one answering to the 
fondest anticipations and desires of the human heart. 
He is mighty to sympathize, He is mighty to save. 
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Contemplating then, this mystery of Godliness, of 
God manifest in the flesh, pray that it maybe given 
you to embrace, out of an honest heart, the hope 
that is set before you. 

When the flesh is weak, when temptation is strong, 
when doubts assail, and the enemy comes on so fast, 
that you are sometimes afraid, then, by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known imto God. Lift up your hearts to Jesus, 
the author and the finisher of your salvation. His 
grace will be sufficient for you ; you shall overcome 
by the word of His truth and by the power of your 
God. He has testified concerning all who desire to 
serve Him ; " I will give unto him that is athirst 
"of the fountain of the water of life freely. He 
" that overcometh shall inherit all things, and I will 
" be his God, and he shall be my son.'* 

Remember these are the words of the Son of David 
—the TRUE AND FAITHFUL WITNESS. They are sure 
words, and a hope that maketh not ashamed. Fear not 
then, to believe all the glorious things that are written 
concerning Himin the Scriptures. Be notshakenfrom 
your steadfastness by the objections of unbelieving 
men, by the oppositions of science falsely so-called. 

Let your answer be that of Peter, when men would 
lead you away from the certainty of your hope in 
Christ, "Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the 
" words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure 
" that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.*' 
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This hope will carry you safely through the 
twilight dimness of this present evil world, where 
knowledge is imperfect, and faith weak. You will 
have the witness in yourselves, and know in whom 
you have believed, and when death^s kindly hand 
shall close your eyes upon earth*s fleeting scenes of 
shadows and of griefs, and shut your ears to the 
gainsaying of the wicked, and the strife of tongues, 
it shall be given you to enter in the fulness of the 
" light of the knowledge of the glory of God.'* You 
shall perceive its imclouded splendours in the face of 
Jesus Christ. You shall walk with the company of 
the Redeemed, to whom it shall be no more said, 
" Know the Lord,'* for all shall know Him from the 
greatest imto the least — evermore beholding His 
fair beauty, and worshipping in the Temple of His 
holiness. 
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Genesis hi. 6. 

'' And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
'' food, and that it ivas pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
" desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, 
^' and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her, 
" and he did eat." 

AN is evidently not now in the position for 
which God intended him. He hopes to attain 
to something more excellent. The great bulk 
of mankind are justly dissatisfied with their lot. 
Even the Christian's chiefest consolation lies in the 
persuasion that God has provided something better, 
of which, through the all-sufficient merits of Jesus, he 
shall, at the appointed season, be put in possession. 

Without this hopeful persuasion, many a man 
might reasonably envy the unconscious contentment 
of the cattle, or the shortlived sweetness of the 
flower of the field. 

Suffering and death are not restricted to man; 
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but he alone is able to appreciate his wretchedness^ 
and to sound the depths of his misery. 

Thoughtfiil minds have, therefore, been occupied 
in all ages, to discover the cause of the misfortunes, 
the afflictions, the ills that flesh is heir to. Some 
have supposed that evil from the first existed 
together with the good, and that sin was a necessary 
accompaniment of our being. 

There is no theory however, so accordant with 
reason and common sense, as that revealed to us in 
the Bible. It gives us no ideal picture of our race. 
It tells us that God created man upright in His own 
image, and very good. 

He was at first happy and sinless. God is not 
the author of confusion or any evil work. 

Sin came into the world from without. The 
devil was the author of man's ruin. 

He saw man happy in the favour of God. He 
saw God satisfied and contented with the wotk of 
His hands ; and so Satan resolved to undo man's 
blessedness, and to destroy the felicity of which 
Adam was so pre-eminently a partaker. 

How the devil and his angels first fell, it is not 
given us to know. Why he was permitted to ac- 
complish our ruin is a mystery, and must remain 
so. But we do see, how in our world, God at pre- 
sent, permits wicked men to tempt and to ruin 
innocent, unstable, and unwary souls. We do 

L 
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know that sin has entered into the world, and brings 
death in its train. The fact cannot be disputed; 
we see it every day. To go back to first principles 
has not been vouchsafed to us. Sufficient for us 
then to receive what God has told us, viz., that death 
and sin were not our original portion; and that the 
ruin having been wrought, and the mischief having 
been done, they are not irreparable, for Christ has 
put away transgression, and brought in everlasting 
righteousness. He has overcome death, and de- 
stroyed him who has the power of death, even the 
devil. For, as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 

What I said before, I now repeat, that the Bible 
history of the fall is the conmion-sense one. It 
agrees exactly with what we daily see going on be- 
fore our eyes. It tells us, that temptation from 
without effected man's ruin; that the seeds of 
frailty lie dormant in the most perfect of mankind; 
that evil example and persuasion suffice to call 
them into activity, to make them spring up, and 
bear fruit to eternal death. There is nothing, there- 
fore, unreasonable in the Scripture accoimt of 
Adam's transgression. 

Temptation, and the allurements of evil desires — 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life; the suggestions of evil ad- 
visers, and the forcible enticements of wicked 
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example are, this self-same day, destroying their 
tens of thousands., 

Suppose it were not true, that every man of 
woman bom has inherited the taint of sin from 
Adam — let the man stand forth who can say, *^ I 
have never yielded to temptation from without." 
Do we not every day of our lives behold, once in- 
nocent, children transformed into blaspheming mis- 
creants; the early promises of an uncorrupted 
youth cast to the winds, and neutralized by the 
example of an evil world. Judging of right and 
wrong by a mere human standard ; looking only at 
what the world gives as its verdict ; supposing that 
iniquity is only a crime against society, a wrong 
done by man to his fellow-man, can we d^ny that 
the babe too often deteriorates into the monster — 
that the inexperienced child is trained up to be a 
man, who is justly accounted as the enemy of his 
race — an example of ill-doing to the wicked, a 
pattern of crime, an example of wickedness : of just 
men to be abhorred and shimned ? 

These things occur every day in God's world, 
which we call " the course of nature." Why 
should it bethought incredible, when we read, in the 
Bible, a description of the origin of Adam's transgres- 
sion, which exactly corresponds with our every-day 
experience ? 

But, granted for a moment, that man is bom per- 
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fectly pure and holy; that lie sins only by being 
misled^ by being deceiyed; granted, that his first 
errors are those of ignorance and inexperience ; in 
this low and incomplete yiew of the matter, we have 
a precise analogy to the account given in the Book 
of Genesis, of Adam's first transgression and £eJ1. 
We see its tmth and reasonableness demonstrated 
by what goes on continually before our eyes. We 
can understand how it was, not only possible, but cer- 
tain, that man was once sinless, that he fell throngh 
temptation, that he was deluded by false appearances, 
that he was defrauded out of his birthright of bles- 
sedness; that he went a willing, but unconscious 
victim to his own undoing. 

Some wiU say, however — Firstly, the punishment 
awarded to Adam's transgression was greater than 
his offence; that it was severer than the occasion 
demanded. Secondly, that the object for which, the 
Bible says, he sold his happiness, was too incredibly 
trifling. These two circumstances, say they, convict 
the Scripture narrative of falsehood.* 

♦ Here let me offer a few remarks upon one of the most 
grotesquely absurd cavils of the present day, viz., that in 
Genesis iii. 14, it is implied, that previously to the Fall, the 
serpent-tribe walked erect. Now, in the first place, it was 
not a serpent, but the serpent (" that old serpent, called the 
Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole wodd" — Eev. 
xii. 9; comp. Rev. xx. 2), who deceived our first parents. 
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Again, I ask you to compare things natural with 
things spiritual. Your verdict will be in favour of 

Consequentlj, it was not one of the serpent-tribe, but the 
Serpent, i.e., the Devil, that was accursed of God. That he 
assumed the form of a serpent, seems self-evident from the 
narrative of Moses ; and the reason is supplied in Gen. iii. 1. 
" Now the serpent was more sttbtil (urxsi) than any beast of 
** the field (rn«?n htt, z.e, living thing of the field) which the 
*' Lord God had made/' The sacred historian here states 
that before the Fall, the serpent was gifted with intelligence 
above all his animal compeers. He states a fact, upon the 
authority of inspiration, which, to say the least, we hfive no 
means of disproving. Such being the case, the Devil availed 
himself of it, and assumed the form of the reptile, and in this 
shape accomplished the ruin of the Fall. The word Dtnv, 
subtily has not necessarily an evil signification. In Prov. 
xiL 16, 23 ; xiii. 16 ; xiv. 8, 16, 18 ; xxii. 3 ; xxvii. 12, it is 
translated " prudent," in the Authorized Version. He, who 
had once been an angel of high degree, voluntarily assumed the 
shape of a creature that crawled on the ground, and that for 
the basest and vilest of all malignant purposes. Thence- 
forward his doom of moral degradation was to be perpetual. 
In figurative language, God told him that he should be 
obliged to resort to the vilest stratagems, to the most nefarious 
wiles, before he should succeed in accomplishing the ruin of 
the race of men whose eyes had been just opened to the 
result of following his wicked counsels of disobedience. 
*^ Because thou hast done this, [thou art cursed above all 
** cattle, and above every beast {living thing, Heb.) of the 
" field ; UPON thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 
*' thou bat all the days of thy life." a spiritual being 
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the sacred narrative. So far from relating improba- 
bilities, you will say that the inspired penman 

is only capable of moral, not of material degradation ; although 
in speaking of " things spiritual," it is often needful to com- 
pare them with ** things natural," in order to render them 
intelligible to our limited comprehension. The expression, 
therefore, " upon thy Lelly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 
eat," is an allegorical one expressive of the eternal infamy 
which should for ever cleave to the deceiver of mankind. 
This would, henceforth, be a career of grovelling treachery, 
until the " God of Peace" shall finally ** bruise {(jwrpi^i) 
" Satan under our feet." These last quoted words of St. 
Paul (Eom. xvi 20), probably contain an inspired allusion, 
to the equally inspired, but figurative words of Genesis, " It 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heeL" The 
Apostle gives, as he often does, the true translation irre- 
spective of the TiXX, (See Introductory Essay, pp. 10—17.) 
Satan is referred to by him as a noxious reptile, ** the old 
serpent," that shall ultimately be trodden under foot, and 
destroyed. No sane person would explain the words — 
" It (Nirr, hey ijb,, the seed of the woman) shall bruise thy 
" head, and thou shalt bruise his heel," of a material reptile, 
or serpent. 

They are indisputably figurative ; as the other words ad- 
dressed to the spiritual author of all wickedness, ** upon thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat," are also im- 
doubtedly figurative. And this view of the entire passage 
appears to throw considerable light upon that otherwise ob- 
scure expression contained in Ps. xlix. 6, ** the iniquity of my 
heels compasseth me about." It probably indicates the ^' wiles 
" of the devil," who Would seek to " bruise my heel," i.e., 
" to work me all kinds of mischief," by means of fleshly 
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writes nothing but what is soberly and experi- 
mentally true; that he drew his picture from a 

temptations. There is, therefore, no occasion to invoke the 
testimony of the highest authorities in natural science to 
prove from fossil remains of extinct species, that the serpent- 
tribe never walked erect ! The book of Genesis nowhere im- 
plies such an absurdity, far less does it assert it. The Bible 
is a book of common sense, and though it does speak, in 
ordinarily intelligible language, of the "sun's rising," and 
of people " lifting up their eyes," and of taking their " lives 
" in their hands," and of ** being set upon rocks," and of 
their " hearts melting like wax," and of having their " feet 
•* made like hind's feet," &c., such expressions are no topics 
for an unbelieving pleasantry, far less for solemn disquisitions 
to prove to us that the Scriptures were never intended to 
teach us " natural science ! " The ludicrous and impertinent 
affectation with which some people, now-a-days, love to 
descant upon such pitiful trivialities, would be justly pro- 
vocative of the most scathing and derisive contempt, were 
they not (astonishing though it may seem) designedly effectual 
in producing an uneasy feellDg of insecurity in the minds of 
less instructed readers of God's Holy Word. What must be 
the judgment of the Ewalds and Delitzschs, &c., of Germany, 
as to the deplorable condition of mental imbecility to 
which the professors of Anglican Christianity are reduced, 
when they read in the public prints, that trumpery state- 
ments of a kindred nature are not only gravely enunciated by 
idolized representatives of the "higher criticism" in Eng- 
land, but applauded to the echo by enthusiastic audiences of 
men and women belonging to the upper and " educated " 
classes, and who in business matters are supposed to possess 
an average share of intelligence! 
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deep insiglit into and knowledge of human nature, 
and dial men now-a-days aie precasely the same as 
Moees described them. Let ns examine, first, the 
statement that Adam's transgression was visited 
with too serere a penalty — ^that the pmiishment of his 
disobedience was berond his deserts. There are 
certain natural laws which cannot be transgressed 
without a swift, and certain recompence. 

Nature, or rather the God of Nature, has laid down 
certain rules of self-preservation for ns to follow. 
If we depart or deviate from these ^ statutes and 
ordinances," death, disease, suffering in a thousand 
shapes, are the certain, if not the immediate 
consequence. 

We know that Nature's God is good ; we see and 
confess His goodness imprinted on every leaf and 
pebble of the field. 

But in spite of all this bounty and loving-kind- 
ness, even the accidental transgression of His na- 
tural laws is infallibly punished. 

We cannot take fire into our bosom and not be 
burned. If we drink of any deadly thing, or eat of 
any poisonous fruit, and no remedy is at hand, we 
must die. The footsteps of transgression are always 
dogged by a most certain retribution. Our sin 
against the laws of nature finds us out. We receive 
in our own bodies the fruits even of inadvertent 
disobedience. 
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Now, would any one say that Nature's God is un- 
just, because the nightshade is poisonous, and an 
infant may eat of it and die ? Would he argue 
against His goodness, because exposure to the noon- 
day sun is deadly, because fire and water when mis- 
applied are engines of destruction, because the 
miasma of disease strikes down even the physician 
on his merciful errand of healing ? If God's natural 
laws demand absolute inviolable obedience, if to 
transgress is to suffer or to die, why should not His 
spiritual laws be equally inexorable and exigent ? 

Then again, is it foolish to suppose that Adam 
would forfeit Paradise, for the sake of eating an 
apple t 

Now, suppose that the case were fairly stated— 
which it is not — the veriest child must remember 
cases within his own experience, in which the 
prospects of a lifetime were sacrificed for a mo- 
mentary whim. 

We have seen the tragedy of the Fall enacted a 
thousand times before our own eyes. 

The statement may be a bold one ; but I will ven- 
ture to say that the majority of men are men of 
blighted prospects. We see them as they are, not 
what they might have been. They are the authors 
of their own misfortunes, the voluntary agents of 
their own undoing. Even the moderately prosperous 
are not so prosperous as opportunities might have 
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made them. They have climbed over numberless 
failures to their present position. They have sur- 
mounted the ill effects of a thousand mistakes and 
follies, and forget their disappointments and errors 
in the residue of their good fortune. 

But look at those whose course in life has been an 
admitted failure. In nine cases out of ten their own 
improvidence, or fatuous incompetency, or evil 
appetites, have reduced them to dishonour and want. 

This is the world's verdict concerning unsuccessful 
competitors in the race of life. There is nothing so 
criminal as want of success. Want of means is very 
near akin to dishonour. This is the world's verdict 
of the unfortunate. She holds them criminally 
responsible for their condition. She judges that they 
are to blame, because they must have had oppor- 
tunities which they did not embrace, or they were 
possessed of resources which they dissipated or 
squandered away. In many cases the world's 
verdict is cruelly xmjust, but yet it all goes to show 
it is no uncommon thing for men to sacrifice the 
prospects of a life-time, nay, life itself, for some un- 
worthy, if not trivial object, at starting. 

The records of our criminal jurisprudence for a 
single week, the annals of our police-courts, the 
registers of our lunatic asylums, will abundantly 
establish the fact, that for the most paltry indulgence, 
men and women, placed in positions of unexampled 
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good fortune — endowed with the brightest talents, 
the rarest opportunities — do sacrifice health, reputa- 
tion, the means of making a subsistence, nay, life 
itself. A moment's filthy indulgence, the gratifica- 
tion of a passing revenge, the satisfaction of a dis- 
honourable curiosity, the possession of a coveted 
bauble, questionable reputation accompanying an 
obscene pleasantry — all these are quite sufficient, 
at times irresistible, inducements to tempt a man to 
imperil the happiness and the prospects of a life- 
time. 

All of us can recall instances of such deliberate 
and insensate self-immolation. As our first parents 
were ** tempted by an apple," and fell; so it is not 
the intrinsic value of the bait that makes it so fatally 
seductive. The keenest intellects will often stoop to 
the most pernicious follies. 

The criminal classes (neither male nor female), 
are recruited solely from the ignorant, the poverty- 
stricken, and the unlettered. Heads that once wore 
the coronet with becoming grace, we have seen laid 
low in a dishonoured grave ; men who had wealth 
and station and competence and influence at com- 
mand, are continually tempted from the firmament of 
virtuous greatness, and perish forgotten amongst the 
outcasts of society ; delicate and tender girls whose 
every wish was anticipated, whose slightest caprice 
commanded the resources of an indulgent affluence,; 
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matrons who had absolutely nothing to desire^ whose 
cup of social blessing was full to overflowing — 
thousands of these are to be found in every country 
under heaven (with their eyes open, with a certam 
knowledge of the insane folly of their acts), blighted 
shadows of their former selves, self-devoted to 
destruction, loathsome spectacles of the depravity of 
the human will; moumfiil witnesses to the in- 
sufficiency of any worldly advantages to warn us off 
from inevitable ruin. 

Let the man who questions the statement that 
Adam and Eve risked their all for the sake of tasting 
the forbidden fruit — ^let such a man look at men 
and women through the medium of his own ex- 
perience. Then let him say whether the Bible has 
misrepresented human nature, and whether or no, 
in a mere temporal point of view, " The wages of sin 
is deaths 

I say it without fear of contradiction, that the 
narrative of the Fall betokens a practical and in- 
timate acquaintance with human frailty ; and that 
what we see daily going on before, around us, 
within us, assures us of its reasonableness, and de- 
monstrates the truth. 

We see that innocence is no guarantee against 
temptation ; that temptation is most successful with 
the inexperienced ; that the first downward step is 
often irreparable in its mischief; that fear of con- 
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sequences is altogether insufficient to alarm into 
prudence : yea, that in proportion as any object is 
forbidden it is desirable ; that to make a thing xm- 
lawM^is to invest it with a thousand romantic fascina- 
tions ; and that there is no folly nor ingratitude too 
glaring or too enormous, but men and women may 
plunge into it with their eyes open, and with a 
certain recompense sooner or later to come clearly 
before their eyes. 

I have presented the history of the Fall to your 
consideration from this aspect of its reasonableness j 
because we live in times when men think that faith is 
obsolete ! — and consider that to receive the Word of 
God in its literal signification, as the revelation of 
Almighty wisdom and truth, is, to say the least, a 
mark of unfashionable credulity. 

The Bible is a book of common sense. It gives 
no ideal description of human nature ; it draws no 
fanciful picture of flesh and blood. All its pictures 
are taken from the life ; and the more we study it, 
by what we know experimentally of what we and 
cur-fellow men and women are, the more shall we be 
convinced that it is the Truth of God. It holds up 
the Divine mirror tons. In it we can discern our 
own faces. It evermore shows us what manner of 
men we are. It shows us what we are by nature, 
and what we may become by grace. 

When God, in His Word, speaks of man, He 
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speaks unerringly, and to the life. He speaks of 
His own. He made ns. He knows wbat is in ns. 
In Him we lire, and move, and haye our being. He 
not only made ns at first, bnt even now He holds 
ns in life. His providential omniscience watches 
oyer ns, and keeps our foot firom being taken. 

Seeing then that these things are so ; that from a 
state of innocence, Adam passed in one moment from 
life unto death; seeing that he sold his birthright, 
being tempted, for one morsel of meat, how necessary 
is it for ns (who inherit his frailty, without the 
restraining memories of what it was to be in a state 
of sinless fellowship with God), how necessary for 
us to watch and pray, lest we enter into temptation. 
TSo man, not the most surrounded with blessings, 
and hedged in to the obedience of faith, is proof 
against falling. Temptation was successful against 
Adam and Eve in Paradise. It is destroying its 
millions every hour. The moment a man parleys 
with the forbidden thing ; the moment he entertains 
the unlawful desire — that moment he places himself 
in a position of extremest peril. 

However specious the forbidden thing may appear, 
it is dangerous, and it is deadly. It is presumptuous 
ingratitude to suppose that God forbids us one en- 
joyment that would be really beneficial. " He that 
" spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
'^ us all, how shall He not, with Him, also freely 
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" give US all things ? " God refuses His children 
nothing from caprice. He legislates in love for our 
good ; none of His commandments are grievous ; 
knowing our frame He pities us; He remembers 
that we are dust ; He delights in seeing us happy 
and contented; prospering to our souls' eternal 
welfare. 

If, therefore, we fly in the face of His commands ; 
if we question their wisdom or doubt their goodness, 
and so transgress, such disobedience will bring its 
own reward. Are we wiser or stronger than God ? 
Can we believe that a wilful sin can be the 
stepping-stone to the smallest permanent advantage ? 
Adam and Eve proposed to themselves a far higher 
good than tasting a fruit. Men and women do sell 
their souls for such a paltry gain; but They intended 
to become as gods, knowing good and evil. An un- 
tried field of intellectual delights, a limitless prospect 
of unending gratification was to open out before 
them. We carry about in our poor bodies, in our 
aching hearts, in our regretful memories, in our 
careworn minds, the proofs that they were miserably 
deceived. Every sigh and groan, every tear and 
affictive pang that tHs world of sorrow has known 
since Adam fell, has testified to the fatal efiects of 
disobedience and temptation. Without xmhesitating 
childlike faith in God's goodness, in the gracious 
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wisdom of His ap po uilm entB, it is impossible to 
please Hnn^ or to be proof against temptatioa. This 
is the TictoTT that OTeroometh the world, ev^i our 
taaih; and this filial trust in €rod*8 wise appointments 
can alone keep ns from the snares and pitfalls^ the 
rocks and the qmcksands, of a tronblesome world. 

A thousand times a day are we on the brink of 
rain. Grod's good hand snatches as away from these 
unseen dangers. A few only are brought under our 
notice, to awaken us to a more cheerful obedience, to 
kindle the dying embers of fiith and love in our 
hearts. 

He that would walk safely must belieye in his 
Almighty Parent's love. Like the child in the £Eible, 
who had crawled to the very edge of a precipice, and 
was only tempted back again from destruction by 
the sight of his mother s breast, so must it be with 
ourselves. The love of Gt)d must be the magnet that 
allures us away from the exceeding high mountains 
of temptation and ruin, and keeps us in contented 
safety at His side. And when we speak of God's 
love, we speak of its most glorious, its divinest, ex- 
hibition in the cross of Christ. "In this was 
" manifested the love of God towards us, because that 
" God sent His only begotten Son into the world 
" that we might live through Him." Without this, 
all our exhortations would be dull and lifeless, and 
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of none effect. They would be barren as the desert 
is without moisture and flowers, or cheerless as the 
firmament without the sun. 

But now we can speak of the Fall repaired, of the 
transgression forgiven, of God reconciled, and man 
restored. We can address you in those words of 
reassuring encouragement and exhortation, saying, 
''Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
"bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
"^'sons of God." — " We have seen and do testify that 
" the Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
"the world.'* 

This it is that transfers the value of the Bible 
narratives from the profitless regions of philosophic 
investigation, to the consoling certainties of a pur- 
chased redemption. Ours is no barren inquiry into 
the origin of evil. When we speak of " the tempta- 
tion which is common to all men,'* it is to point you 
to our great High Priest, who, " in that He Himself 
^^ hath suffered being tempted,'^ is ^^ able to succour 
" them that are tempted.^* Were we able to do less 
than this, the frailties by which we are surrounded, 
the temptations by which we are encompassed, might 
well induce us to refrain from dwelling upon a topic 
so replete with disquieting recollections. 

It will not comfort the dying traveller in the 
wilderness to show him water, and then to break the 
bottle before his eyes, and pour it upon the sand. 

M 
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YoQ cannot ctmsole the drowning mariner by telling 
him of safety, unless yon can throw him a rope, 
and draw him ont and place him npon a rock higher 
than himself. So, reminding yon in aH faithfulness, 
that yon haTe sinned with Adam, and come short of 
the glory of God ; warning yon in affectionate 
earnestness against the temptations to which you are 
exposed, we point you also to the cross of Christ — 
we bid yon behold the Son of man there lifted up, 
that He may draw aH men to Himself. This is the 
Standard of Salvation by which you shall be made 
more than conquerors. This is the bridge by which 
you can safely pass oyer, leaving sin and temptation 
on the right hand and on the left. This is the ladder, 
let down from heaven unto earth, whereby you can 
climb up into the Paradise of God. 

Fix, then, your eyes upon the cross of Jesus. 
Believe that He has, for you, overcome the world. 
Then will the love of Christ constrain you ; sin will 
lose its charms ; temptation its power ; you will be 
steadfiast, immoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. As the flower is drawn to the sun, as 
the tree lifts up its head to the light of heaven, as 
the rivers run down steadfastly to the sea, the power 
of Christ's resurrection will work mightily in you, 
drawing you upward and onward to salvation. It 
will lift you above the allurements of the world, and 
the enticements of sin. It will keep you in the hour 
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of temptation. It will stow you the "way of 
escape/* until at last your sanctified soul shall pass 
in, through the golden gate, to the joy of your Lord, 
to Him who has promised to keep you from every 
evil work, and to preserve you unto His heavenly 
kingdom. Amen. 
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REELECTION IX. 



t feak not kUoiiib nrnmnflls hiistb Mia. 



2 Peter i. 16. 



" For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when 
** we made known unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty." 



(( 




HE excellency of Christianity is that it 
speaks with Divine authority, and sup- 
plies us with an anchor of the soul, sure 
and steadfast. It is now neariy nineteen cen- 
turies since it was first preached, and it has lost 
none of its consoling certainty. God's providence 
has committed the custody and the preaching of this 
Gospel to weak and fallible men. " We have this 
treasure in earthen vessels.'' But, says the inspired 
writer of this Epistle, ""We have also a more sure word 
** of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
" as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day 
<* dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts, knowing 
^* this first, that no prophecy is of any private inter- 
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" pretation ; for the prophecy came not in old time 
" [or, at any time, ttotc] by the will of man, but holy 
" men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
" Ghost." You see therefore, dear brethren, that the 
Bible demands a hearing from us — not on the 
grounds of any ordinary and credible communication 
between man and man. The writings of the Pro- 
phets are not the mere outpourings of human genius, 
on a par with the so-called " inspirations " of the 
poets and the philosophers of ancient and modern 
times. They stand apart from all mere human com- 
positions. The cogency of their claims to an 
obedient hearing, Christ, the Son of God, has thus 
described : — " If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
" phets, neither will they believe though one rose 
" from the dead." They are God's own words, which 
He has commanded to be written, and dictated for 
our instruction unto the end of time. 

These are those Scriptures which St. Paul reminded 
Timothy that he had known from a youth, and as- 
sured him that they were able to make him wise unto 
salvation. That the Hebrew Scriptures of the Old 
Testament preserved to us at the present day are 
those of which Christ and His disciples speak, we 
find by their correspondence with the Septuagint 
Greek translation, made in Egypt 277 years before 
Christ. This translation was in use amongst the 
Greek-speaking Jews, who had unlearned the Hebrew 
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tongue, in consequence of having settled in Egypt 
and other foreign lands. (See pp. 10 — 14 of this book.) 

St. Peter clauns for his own writings, as well as 
those of his colleagues, the same inMlible authority. 

In the 10th and following verses he writes: — 
" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diHgence to 
" make your calling and election sure; for if ye do 
" these things, ye shall never fall : for so an entrance 
" shaU be ministered unto you abundantly into the 
"everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
"'Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be negligent 
" to put you always in remembrance of these things, 
" though ye know thenty and be established in the 
" present truth. Tea, I think it meet, as long as I 
" am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting 
" you in remembrance ; knowing that shortly I must 
" put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 
" Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will endea- 
" vour that ye may be able after my decease (e^oSov) 
" to have these things always in remembrance. For 
" we have not followed cunningly devised fables, 
" when we made known unto you the power and 
" coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye- 
" witnesses of his majesty. For he received from 
" God the Father honour and glory, when there 
" came such a voice to him from the excellent 
" glory, ^ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
^^ pleased.' And this voice which came from 
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" HEAVEN WE HEARD, when we wGie with him in 
" the holy mount." * 

♦ The Duke of Somerset, in his recent book, Christian 
Theology and Modem Scepticism, pp. 24, 25, is guilty of the 
following astonishing and most discreditable suppressio veri, 
viz. — "The voice from heaven at the baptism of Jesus is 
" necessarily associated with similar incidents, related in 
" other chapters of the New Testament. A belief in 
" heavenly voices was a common superstition of the Jews. 
" The Epistle ascribed to St. Peter so far disparages (!) these 
*' voices that it refers to the word of prophecy as a more sure 
" proof of Divine truth." What reader, unacquainted with 
the context of the' saying of St. Peter to which his Gracd 
alludes, woufd suppose that it contained the most solemn 
asseveration, viz., that of a man with the approach of death 
before his eyes, to the certainty of the occurrence, which the 
Duke so audaciously asserts is " disparaged " by the Apostle ? 
*' Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my 
" decease to have these things always in remembrance. For 
*' we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we 
" made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
** Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 
'* received from God the Father honour and glory, when 
** THERE CAME SUCH A VOICE to him from the excellent 
" glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
" And this voice which came from heaven wb heard, 
" when we were with him in the holy mount. We have also 
" a more sure word of prophecy," etc. 

Such a perverse manipulation of an opponent's words would 
be disgraceful to the ingenious astuteness of a quickwitted 
barrister. It furnishes no unfair specimen of the tone 
and animus of the Duke of Somerset's entire book. A shallow 
disingenuousness pervades the volume. 
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You see, therefore, that St. Peter, in common with 
the other New Testament writers, demands for his 
statements acceptance, as inspired by God. 

His information did not come from secondhand. 
He and his fellow-labourers received their instruc- 
tions immediately from Christ. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ had been, in their presence, acknowledged by 
God the Father as " His beloved Son in whom He 
was well pleased." They spoke therefore as eye- 
witnesses. They wrote as the oracles of God. Their 
every word and thought was under the immediate 
influence of the Holy Spirit of Truth. It is plain, 
therefore, that their communications are to be re- 
ceived with the same respect and submissive 
reverence which they demand for the Old Testament 
writers. 

We have in the Bible not only an inspired code of 
dogmatic teaching; we have also a narrative of 
facts and circumstances, each of which is literally 
true. 

And when difficulties arise, so that we are unable 
fully to explain the circumstances related, it behoves 
us to wait in submissive faith, and to endeavour to 
put in practice those golden rules of obedience which 
are able, for Christ's all-sufficient merits, to make us 
acceptable unto God. 

"Continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned, and hast been assured of," writes Paul to 
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Timothy. . . . "All Scripture is given by inspira- 
" tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
" proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
'^ that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
" furnished unto good works.'* (2 Tim. iii. 14, etc.) 

St. Paul, therefore, like St. Peter, demands for 
the whole Bible a hearing, upon the ground that it 
is no cunningly devised fable, but the very Word of 
the living God. 

To the Galatians he writes : — " Though we, or an 
" angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 
" than that which we have preached unto you, let 
" him be accursed. ... I certify you, brethren, 
" that the gospel which was preached of me is not 
" after man. For I neither received it of man, neither 
^* was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
/^Christ." (Gal. i. 8,etcf.) .- 

; Bid, however, the disciples of Jesus arrogate to 
themselves, pretensions to which Christ himself was 
a stranger ? Did He demand credence from His 
hearers, on the bare grounds that His teaching was 
wholesome, and His statements credible, or did He 
stand upon the higher ground of Divine authority ? 
We are expressly told that the common people heard 
TTim gladly, for "He taught them as one having 
" authority, and not as the Scribes.'' He told the 
Jews plainly, " I came down from heaven, not to do 
" mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." 
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( Jolm vi. 38.) And again, " I am frcan above, I am 
not of this world." (John viii. 23.) He laid claim 
to be " one " with the Father. He spake of the 
glory which He had with the Father " before the 
world was." He, again, told the Jews, " The words 
" that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are 
*' truth." "I am the light of the world; he that 
^^ foUoweth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
" have the light of Ufe." (John viii. 12.) "I am 
" the way, the truth, and the life. No man cometh 
" to the Father but by me." Everywhere, and at 
all times. He placed himseK on an equality with God 
the Father. He declared, that to have seen Him, was 
to have seen the Father. It is therefore blasphemy 
to cavil at His words, or to call in question any of 
His statements. 

Some men, however, in the present day attempt to 
draw a distinction between the writings of the Old 
Testament and the New. They accept with an ill- 
grace the record of facts in the Gospels and Epistles, 
as being, in the main, genuine. Upon the Old Testa- 
ment writers they exercise their perverse ingenuity. 
Under the sUly self-deception of what they call a 
"Higher Criticism,'' they would have us believe 
that the ancient Jewish Church accepted, without 
examination, as Divinely true, a set of garbled histories, 
of incredible stories, of spurious prophecies. In 
other words, true scholarship was never put in requi- 
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eition before their own times; and Jewish and 
Christian believers have up to the present day 
pinned their faith upon a set of, not " cunningly/* 
but clumsily "devised fables." I have already 
shown you that St. Peter and St. Paul received the 
compositions of Moses, of the Prophets and the 
Psalms, as directly inspired of God, and credible. 

Now, if it could be shown that Christ did the 
direct opposite, that He explained them away, or 
denied the authority of their statements and the 
authenticity of their facts, the case would be at an 
end. We must reject whatever He rejected. We 
must thankfully accept His Divine and omniscient 
instructions. But how does the case actually stand ? 
Simply thus : our Lord always referred to the Old 
Testament writings as being, historically and doc- 
trinally, the very Word of God. Again and again 
does He allude to incidents therein recorded as being 
genuine facts. 

He refers to the creation of man in the very words 
of Moses in Genesis — " Male and female created he 
th^m.'* He alludes to the death of Abel. He sanc- 
tions the history of Noah, and the ark, and the flood. 
He speaks of Abraham and his faith. He tells us 
that God is yet " the God of Abraham and Isaac 
and of Jacob," inasmuch as " he is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living." He speaks of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah ; He instances 
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Lot's wife as a warning example. To Moses lie bears 
testimony that he wrote of Him. He vouches for 
the incident of the burning bush ; the giving of the 
manna ; the serpent in the wilderness. He reminds 
us how David did eat the shewbread, which was not 
lawful but forthe priests to eat. He assures us that 
David in the Psalms spake by the Holy Ghost. He 
cites the examples of Solomon's wisdom and glory, 
and alludes to the Queen of the South. Elijah He 
mentions, in connexion with the widow of Sarepta, 
and Elisha with If aaman the Syrian and his leprosy. 
He speaks of the preaching of Jonah, the repentance 
of the Ninevites, and compares His own resurrection 
to Jonah's deliverance after three days* sojourn in 
the whale's belly. 

To the prophecies of Isaiah He refers times with- 
out number. He declares that they are fulfilled in 
Himself. Lastly, His comparison of John the 
Baptist to Elias, is a citation from the latest Book 
of the Old Testament canon — even the prophecy of 
Malachi. (Mai. iv. 5.) 

What can we say to these things, if they be not 
true ? Either our Lord was deceived, or, knowing all 
things. He vouched for facts and incidents recorded 
in the Old Testament books, which were fabulous 
traditions, and devoid of historic truth. 

But He did more than this. He founded His 
claims to be the Messiah, the Son of God, upon their 
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accuracy and trutli. " If ye had believed Moses, ye 
" woidd have believed Me, for he wrote of Me.'* 
" Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
" have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
" of Me.'* 

I have gathered a few specimens at random, so to 
speak, and cast them down before you. Judge for 
yourselves, and see, whether you have not the war- 
rant of Christ, " the Faithful and True Witness,'' in 
beUeving aU things that are written in the Law, and 
the Prophets, and the Psalms ; and whether the Old 
Testament is not, equally with the New, the very 
Word of the living God. Verily, the Old and the New 
must stand or fall together. Otherwise, the fabric, 
of our faith is built upon a series of delusive im- 
postures. It has no certain foundation whatever to 
rest upon. The door is opened to doubt, to tor- 
menting uncertainty and despair. It is opened for 
a thousand fantastic shapes of unbelief or enthusiasm 
to flock in, and take possession of the dismantled 
temple of faith ; and, after well nigh two thousand 
years since the preaching of Christianity, we are left 
to grope after the truth by the dim candle of an 
eclectic criticism ! 

As no man who denies the Godhead of the Saviour 
has any pretext for calling himself a Christian, so 
he who discards the Old Testament (which is the 
ground and pillar of Christ's claims) is also dis- 
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entitled to call himself a follower of the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. The Christian takes his name 
from Christ. Christ signifies Messiah, or Anointed 
One. (See p. 5.) The Patriarchs, the Prophets, the 
Hebrew Church of our Lord's days; the Greek- 
speaking Jews of the same period ; all held a firm 
belief in a Divine and personal Word of God — equal 
to the Father in His Divine nature — ^who spake by 
the Prophets, and who was yet to amplify and en- 
large the revelation give by God to men. There has 
from the very beginning been only "one faith." 
In believing in a Divine Messiah, we are only hold- 
ing fast by the ancient creed. If Christ be Divine, 
who dare impeach the veracity of His omniscient 
testimony? He has set to His seal that the Old 
Testament writings are the "Word of God. He 
speaks of His own. He knoweth the mind of the 
Father ; yea. He knoweth all things. 

Consolatory it is to think, that the objections 
urged now-a-days against the Word of God, are 
neither forcible nor new. They have recently at- 
tracted attention in England, because they have been 
put forward by a few misguided ministers of our 
own Church. Upon examination, we find that there 
is nothing novel to be adduced. 

Old Deistic cavils; the sneers of Voltaire and 
Tom Paine ; the shifty weapons of modern Jewish 
controversialists, who have rejected the ancient inter- 
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pretations of the Rabbis, because tbey are conclu- 
sively on the side of Christianity : such are the argu- 
ments which these new lights have raked up and 
refurbished. 

He who knows how to read the Hebrew original 
of Genesis i. 1, will know that geology and Scripture 
are not at variance upon the subject of the earth's 
creation. The arguments against the Old Testament 
are strong in assumption, but unsubstantial as the 
mists of morning in cogency and weight. Men pre- 
tend to decide that one portion of a sacred book 
must have been written at a later period of Jewish 
history than it claims to be, because it is (so they 
pretend to decide) more modem in phraseology and 
style than other parts of the same composition. 
These critics contradict themselves, and change their 
minds, and no two are agreed upon the essential 
marks of genuineness. Such weapons as these (I 
need not tell you) are very pitiful ones. They re- 
quire to be asserted boldly and with seK-confidence, 
or they would be laughed down at once, or discarded 
as impertinent tamperings with holy things. Others, 
again, precisely after the fashion of Voltaire, mis- 
read the statements of the Bible, charge their own 
blunders upon the sacred text, and then proceed in 
triumph to refute their own mistakes. 

But there is another more Antichristian class of ob- 
jectors still. I mean the modern representatives of 
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Sadduceeism. They tell us that every portion of the 
Bible which records any miracle or supematoral 
event ; any allusion to angel, spirit, or devil ; must 
be rejected at once, without examination, " because 
it is contrary to reason'^ And yet they call them- 
selves Christians I 

I need not explain at length, that if we prune 
the Bible of its miraculous characteristics, there will 
be little of it left. All prophecy is got rid of at 
one fell swoop. All Christ's wonders of love and 
goodness are " contrary to experience," and must be 
rejected. His resurrection (and in consequence our 
own) is nothing better than a jEable and a myth. 

I will supply but one or two examples of the 
blasphemous crudities which have been put forth by 
these apostles of Bationalism. 

Isaac, say they, was not the son of Abraham. 
He was the adulterous and illegitimate offspring of 
Abimelech and Sarah, palmed off upon Abraham as 
his own son.* 

Again, it was by no command of God, but by 
reason of an uncontrollable impulse of Moloch wor- 
ship, that Abraham was prompted to offer up Isaac.t 

♦ This blasphemy, in a slightly different form, is more 
ancient than the Talmiid. 

t This coarse calumny is older than Philo or Josephus. 
Both of them notice and refute it. The subject is discussed 
at length in pp. 201 — 208 of my Commentary on the Hebrews, 
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Lastly, Ananias and Sapphira were not smitten 
by God for their falsehood ; they were assassinated 
by Peter to strike terror into the multitude I Are 
English Christians prepared to accept, as proved 
verities, such palpable blasphemies and malignant 
slanders upon God's Holy Word ? 

Fancy the awful uncertainty which would be 
brought about, were these new-fangled " discoveries" 
in criticism, these impudent inventions, in any degree 
to prevail f How could the poor and the unlettered 
judge for themselves what is true and what is false ? 

The foundations of the world of faith would soon 
be . out of joint. We should sink back into the 
chaos and gross darkness of a hopeless Deism, or 
perhaps, of Atheism. 

Thanks be to God, there is no fear that the light 
of truth shall ever be completely quenched in 
Christendom I 

The gates of hell shall never prevail against His 
Church. 

But there is every need for decision, for watchful- 
niess, and prayer. It is no intolerance to speak de- 
cidedly against error and seducing spirits. For " who 
" is Antichrist, but he that denieth that Jesus Christ 
" (that is Jesus, the Divine Messiah) is come in 
« the flesh ? '' 

So far from the wonders of His almighty good- 
ness, the tokens of His eternal Godhead being over- 

N 



178 WE HAVE NOT FOLLOWED 

stated in the Gospels, St. John assures us that, 
" truly many other signs did Jesus in the presence 
" of His disciples, which are not written in this book ; 
" but these things are written, that ye might believe 
" that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that 
" believing ye might have life through His name/' — 
John XX. 30, 31. 

The Gospel is not a dispute about words. It con- 
tains the one, only way of salvation. The believer 
loves it, because it teaches him how to live, and how 
to die. It speaks to him certainly of forgiveness of 
sins ; it contains the " promise of Eternal Life ; " it 
instructs him how to flee from the wrath to come ; it 
sets him free from the fear of death. If the Word 
of Truth has thus set you free, then are " you free 
indeed." You will know it, and no cavil or gainsay- 
ing can persuade you to the contrary. 

" The Spirit itself will bear witness with your 
^^ spirit, that you are children of God.'* You will 
know in Whom 'you have believed. You will be 
satisfied that you have " found TTi'm of whom 
" Moses in the Law and the Prophets did write." — 
John i. 45. 

The earnest humble-minded believer is neither a 
fool, nor a dupe. His spirit and intellect are not 
crushed under a despotic yoke, when his every 
thought is brought into captivity to the law of Christ. 
His religious affiance binds him with na chain. 



CUNNINGLY DEVISED FABLES. 179 

It lifts him far above this world of doubt and experi- 
mentaliziiig, to find the truth. It leads hiTn forth 
into the purer airs of heaven itself. It points him 
upwards and onwards to the day when we shall see, 
no longer " as in a glass darkly/' but *^face to face/* 
and we shall "know" even as we are "known.'* 
As, then, you value your soul's eternal peace ; as you 
love the honour of your God ; yea, as you seek the 
prosperity of your children and the well-being of 
your native land; hold fast the "form of sound 
words*' — that "Word of God" which has made 
England what she is. 

This (the Bible, in some degree leavening the 
people) has been the true secret of England's great- 
ness. It was the reading of God*s Word, at the 
Reformation, that delivered England from the 
tyranny of priestcraft and Popery. The Bible is 
yet the charter of England's liberty — the bulwark 
of her strength — the certain dispenser of blessing 
and contentment throughout the community. 

When the Cedar of Religious Truth shall fall, she 
will strike down the oak trees of political greatness 
and civil freedom that have grown up under her fos- 
tering shadow. 

It is of vital consequence to every freebom Eng- 
lishman that these " trees of the Lord's planting " 
should continue to flourish together in beautiful com- 
panionship. May God grant that His Word may, 

N 2 
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for centuries to come, have free course and be glori- 
fied in our midst ! May He bless our Church and 
nation with all temporal and spiritual blessings; 
may He continue to make England, as He did Jeru- 
salem, the city of His choice; the place where 
His Honour dwelleth — " a joy and a praise" through- 
out the whole earth ! Happy are the people that 
are in such a case; yea, blessed are the people whose 
God is the Lord ! 



EEFLECTION X. 



^anl t^i ^nictlit. 




1 Chron. X. 13, 14. 

" So Saul died for his transgression which he committed 
" against the Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which 
^^ he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a 
" familiar spirit, to enquire of it ; and enquired not of the 
" Lord : therefore He slew him, and turned the kingdom 
" unto David the son of Jesse." 

HERE is something awfully instructive in 
the downward course of Saul, the first king 
of Israel. His sad story is related in the 
sacred volume with much preciseness of detail. 

In its disastrous completeness it is set down, from 
the hour of his unexpected call to reign over the 
people of the Lord, to the day of trouble, of rebuke, 
and blasphemy, in which he led his army to defeat 
upon the mountains of Gilboa, and died the despair- 
ing death of the suicide, by his own hand. 

It is indeed a dark and doleful picture ; but like 
the rainbow that lingers in the spray of the cataract, 
and spans the yawning chasm with a bridge of 
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celestial radiance, God's loving-kiiidness far out- 
sliines the manifestations of His just severity. There 
is a halo of grace which evermore plays around the 
most terrible exhibitions of God's indignation. He 
bears, how condescendingly, with the vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction! And if some have 
perished from the way, when His wrath was kindled, 
yea but a little j He has left their history on record, to 
deter other unwary souls from sinular ruin. The 
road to heaven is studded with admonitory beacons. 
"Wayside crosses are set up, here and there, to mark 
locaHties dangerous to pilgrims' feet. " Beware !" 
cry they to the traveller, " for upon this very spot 
** some poor unstable soul made shipwreck of his 
" hopes." — " The Lord of the Highway would have 
" you walk safely. He has given commandment 
" concerning you, lest you dash your foot against a 
" stone. He has not appointed you wrath, but to 
" obtain salvation through Jesus Christ ! He would 
" have you to fight a good fight, to finish your course 
" with joy, to keep the faith, and so to enter into 
" the joy of your Lord ! " 

Saul furnishes us with an example of one for whom 
God's providence had done its utmost, of one upon 
whom the Divine goodness had lavished its choicest 
favours — of one who, for a time, seemed to run well, 
but whose heart was lifted up — who dared to trifle 
with his privileges — ^who presumed to transgress 
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God's express commandments — to disregard and 
cast His law behind his back ; and who having 
once entered upon the downward path, his feet kept 
slipping lower and lower upon the road to ruin's 
precipice, until at last he relinquished all self-con- 
trol, he lost his foothold, and fell headlong into the 
pit, with his eyes open. 

Let us then beseech God continually, our God, who 
willeth not the death of a sinner, but rather that he 
may turn from his wickedness and live — ^let us 
beseech Him to hold us up in all our goings that 
they slip not, so that we may not, in like manner, 
greatly fall. 

Sad though it be, we may approach to the conside- 
ration of the history of Saul with a good courage and 
cheerful hearts. God has promised to keep us from 
ailing. If we do not forsake Him, He will not for- 
sake us. Faithful is He who has called us. Hb 

WILL ALSO DO IT ! 

The circumstances which led to the selection of 
Saul to wear the crown of Israel are not a little 
striking. He seems, at the outset, to have been 
resolved to justify the high distinction to which he 
was called. But he trusted to his own strength, and 
therefore he fell. Forgetting the grace of God, in 
self-confidence and forgetfulness of his own nothing- 
ness, he wont astray, more and more, and ended in 
open apostacy against God. The Israelites had 
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petitioned for a king. Two causes moyed them to 
do this. Samuel yet lived in an illustrious old age, 
but he was too feeble to act as judge as heretofore. 
After years of glorious activity, the venerable states- 
man had withdrawn from the burdensome cares of 
public life. 

His sons were installed as chief magistrates in his 
room. These degenerate sons showed themselves un- 
worthy of their trust, and of their &ther's example. 
They abused their high position; they perverted 
judgment, and took bribes. The Hebrew nation, so 
long accustomed to SamuePs righteous government, 
naturally rebelled against their misuse of power and 
station. Samuel's time was short. In a few years 
he must sleep with his fathers. They wished to pro- 
vide against being left at the mercy of his sons. 
They looked for a successor who would govern right- 
eously. 

We are told that God was displeased with their 
demand for a king. It was because, instead of ask- 
ing direction of Him who had delivered t];iem so 
often, and had raised up Samuel in the day of their 
threatened extinction, they chose their own plan and 
did not ask counsel of God. He was their King, and 
they rejected Him from being King over them. If 
they could only be like the other nations and have a 
kingjthen, thought they,they would have some tangible 
protection. They believed that their institutions 
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would be established on a firm basis. They looked 
to man instead of God ; and so^ as Hosea says, ^^ He 
" gave them a king in His anger, and took him 
" away in His wrath.*' (Hos. xiii. 11.) 

At this critical time, Nahash, king of the Ammo- 
nites, threatened to ravage the country from one end 
to the other. What such an invasion promised, we 
may learn from the terms of surrender offered to the 
city of Jabesh Gilead. If they yielded, the right eye 
of every citizen would be thrust out, but their lives 
spared. If not, the city would be stormed and 
sacked, and every living soul put to the sword ! 

The approach of these merciless hordes filled the 
Israelites with a panic. They had been so oppressed 
by successive invaders, that their military spirit had 
died out. The period since the death of Joshua 
(nearly 400 years) had been one of confusion and 
calamity ; and so, forgetting the mighty deliverances 
wherewith God had again and again saved them, 
they placed their hope of safety in a king. 

Samuel was therefore bidden to remonstrate — to 
reprove them for resting on an arm of flesh — to 
explain the slight that they had put upon God's lov- 
ing power ; but when they refused to hear, God 
granted their request. He gave them Saul for their 
king. 

Saul was exactly the person upon whom the 
suflfrages of the people would have fallen, had not 
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God chosen him by lot. He was of the tribe of 
Benjamin the youngest of Jacob's sons, but in person 
he was the very type of royal manhood. He was of 
martial bearing and gigantic stature ; the tallest and 
the goodliest man out of all the thousands of Israel. 
' We said, God " gave Israel a king in his anger ;" 
but think not that He did not deal graciously, 
kindly, liberally, with them, even in the hour of His 
displeasure. 

Saul was just such a man as they desired. God 
not only selected him, but He also determined to 
furnish him forth with every additional advantage. 

God gave to Saul a supernatural measure of His 
Spirit. He gave him "a new heart." He was 
reckoned amongst the prophets. All was in his 
favour. All was bright and prosperous before him. 

He signally defeated the Ammonites. The people, 
with one voice, saluted him king at Gilgal. They 
oflfered to slay those few who opposed him, and a 
number of the choicest men of Israel volunteered at 
once to be his peculiar body-guard. 

He was thus seated firmly on his throne. He 
enjoyed the favour of the God of heaven, and the 
goodwill of his subjects. But speedily an occasion 
of trial arose. Responsible station brings its own 
peculiar temptations. SauPs obedience was to be 
put to the test. 

The Philistines were a warlike tribe inhabiting 
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the south of Palestine. Ever since the days of 
Samson they had harassed the Hebrews, more or less. 

Saul reigned one year ; and then the Philistines 
gathered their forces, and threatened to overrun the 
entire country. Garrisons of these marauders had 
been placed in various strongholds throughout the 
land. The Hebrews were in a defenceless condition. 
They had been deprived by the Philistines of all the 
weapons of war. They had nothing to fight with, 
save axes and goads, and the instruments of hus- 
bandry. Their oppressors had not left a smith in 
the entire land. They were completely disarmed. 
Saul and his son Jonathan alone had a sword or a 
spear left in their possession. When, therefore, the 
barbarian host broke into the land, the Israelites fled 
before them, and hid themselves in caves, and holes 
of the rocks. Saul was in a great strait. He 
applied to Samuel, who promised to come to him at 
the end of seven days, and bring him God's assur- 
ances of deliverance. God would try Saul, and prove 
him whether he would obey or not. It was also a 
great opportunity for him to teach the people to 
trust in God and not in a man, like himself. 

But Saul knew not the day of his visitation. He 
could not wait for Samuel to come to him. 

Before the seventh day had expired, he called 
for a burnt- oflfering, and sacrificed it. And Just 
as he had made an end of offering it, Samuel came. 
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Had lie waited a few minutes longer^ he would 
have honoured God before his people. He would 
not have committed sacrilege, nor thrust himself 
into the priesthood. He would not have violated 
the constitution ; for the book of Deuteronomy 
expressly provided, that in case the Israelites should 
choose a king, he should write, for himseK, a copy of 
the law, in a book, " out of that which is before the 
" priests, the Levites." (Deut. xvii. 18, &c.) 

That law peremptorily forbade any one who was 
not of the house of Levi from offering any sacrifices. 

Samuel had taken the precaution to write " the 
" manner of the kingdom," in a book, and laid 
it up before the Lord, when Saul was anointed at 
GHgal. 

Saul was now guilty of three sins. 1st, wilful 
disobedience ; 2nd, sacrilege ; 3rd, faithless careless- 
ness for God's honour and distrust of His promise. 
Public rebuke immediately followed. The kingdom 
was taken away not from Saul, but from his posterity. 
But God's long-suffering and kindness were not yet 
withdrawn from Saul personally. Samuel's reproof 
is full of gentleness and reproachful tenderness. 

" Thou hast done foolishly : thou hast not kept 
" the commandment of the Lord thy God, which He 
" commanded thee : for now would the Lord have 
" established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But 
" now thy kingdom shall not continue : the Lord 
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" hath sought Him a man after His own heart, and 
" the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over 
" His people, because thou hast not kept that whicK 
" the Lord commanded thee." 

The kingdom was forfeited ; but this was only a 
temporal misfortime. 

It might have proved an effectual blessing. Had 
Saul truly repented, and gone diligently to work to 
serve God, he would have been thm corrected to his 
profit. 

But Saul had grown proud, self-reliant, and care- 
less. God would, however, give him other oppor- 
tunities. He was not hastily cut off; yea, his day 
of grace did not close until the very end of his life. 
As a king, God rejected ; as a sinner, He spared 
him. Nor does Saul appear to have grown alto- 
gether callous, up to almost the very last. He 
believed to a certain extent, but he had no taste for 
personal religion. His repentance did not lead to 
amendment. He was habitually under the mastery 
of his own evil will. Sin unforgiven, at last, bore 
too insupportably dreadful a witness against him. 
He knew that he was unpardoned, because unrepent- 
ant ; an alien by wicked works ; and so he was, by 
degrees, driven to utter despair. 

Saul had publicly disobeyed God, by offering sacri- 
fice at Gilgal, the very place where he had been 
solemnly confirmed in the kingdom. 
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God gave Saul an opportunity of making a public 
atonement. 

In Deut. XXV. 17 — 19, we read how God had 
uttered a prophetic malediction against Amalek. 
The nation was to be "blotted out from under 
" heaven/' Against those " sinners the Amalekites," 
Saul was now sent. No spoil was to be taken. The 
entire nation was to be destroyed. Saul and the 
people of Israel were to be God's executioners, the 
ministers of His justice, to carry out a sentence pro- 
nounced 400 years before. 

Saul did not obey God. He spared Agag, the 
king. He allowed the people to enrich themselves 
with costly plunder. He declined to acknowledge 
his fault, and would argue the point with Samuel. 
Then did he receive a rebuke more humiliating than 
the first. Samuel refused even to worship in his 
company, and though he was at last prevailed upon 
to pay him this outward respect, from that day for- 
ward Samuel left him to himself. He " came no more 
" to see Saul, unto the day of his death. Never- 
" theless Samuel mourned for Saul, and the Lord 
** repented that He had made him King over Israel." 

This was the turning-point in the history of Saul. 
The Spirit of the Lord departed from him, and at 
times, an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. 
He went on from crime to crime. David, 
his son-in-law, the saviour of his throne, he 
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repeatedly tried to murder! Eighty-five of the 
priests of God, besides women and little ones, in- 
cluding Ahimelech, the high priest, he slaughtered 
at Nob, because they had rendered David assistance. 
At last, in his distress — ^being sore pressed by the 
Philistines — finding that God hid His face from his 
unrepented sins — seeing that He answered him 
neither by " dreams, nor TJrim, nor prophets,^' he 
went and asked his fate of a woman who had a 
familiar spirit at Endor. It was the eve of a great 
battle at Gilboa. Samuel himself was sent from the 
world of spirits to acquaint Saul with his doom. 
He tells him that God was departed and become his 
enemy — that on the morrow he and his sons shall be 
in the region of disembodied souls — that Israel 
shall be shamefully defeated, and Saul and his sons 
perish. 

Thus, consulting an evil spirit, Saul, upon whom 
once the Spirit of God rested, gained the information 
which on the morrow decided him upon destroying 
himself ! He knows that it is ordained that he must 
die. He is wounded in the battle, and cannot wait 
for the enemies to despatch him — conscience tor- 
ments — despair overwhelms him. He cannot, he 
will not linger in suspense another moment; his 
armour-bearer dares not bo persuaded to despatch 
him, so he casts himself upon his own sword, and 
thus he perished by his own hand, with his blood on 
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his own head, and went to meet his God, a self- 
condemned suicide, his own destroyer, having him- 
self deliberately shut the door of mercy upon his 
guilty soul ! 

How did the uncircumeised rejoice when they sent 
round the land " to publish it in the house of their 
idols and among the people I " How must they 
have exulted when, in ferocious triumph, they out 
off Saul's head, and nailed his poor mutilated body 
to the walls of Bethshan, and deposited his royal 
armour in the house of their obscene goddess Ash- 
taroth, in token of her victory over Jehovah ! 

Thus did SauFs course of self-confident disobe- 
dience bring down ruin upon his people ; pollute 
God^s great name in the sight of the heathen, and 
close his career with the crime of self-murder going 
before Him to judgment. ' 

From so "great a death '* God, for His infinite 
merc/s sake in Jesus Christ, dehver us aU I Yea, 
let us pray, in the beautiful words of the service for 
the Burial of the Dead, "0! Holy and Merciful 
" Saviour — thou most worthy Judge Eternal — 
" suffer us not, at our last hour, for any pain of 
" death, to faU from Thee ! " 

How vam, how^ madly foolish, is the voluntary 
self-destruction of the suicide! Poor, miserable, 
self-devoted outcast from grace that Saul was, he 
only escaped from one fate to encounter one more 
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eternally dreadful. He could not endure the brief 
mockery and derision of the Philistines, and so he 
tore aside the veil that separated him from the 
pjhosts of his murdered victims, and from the noon- 
day scrutiny of his indignant God . 

Far be it from mortal man to intrude into 
" things xmseen," or to pronounce presumptuous 
sentence upon all who die by tteir own hand. 
Gladly would we hope that, in many cases, a dis- 
ordered reason forbids the self-destroyer to be held 
responsible for his deed. God is more just than 
man. He can make no mistakes. Often the poor 
suicide is, according to the world's verdict, more 
sinned against than sinning. But palliate the 
crime as you may, it is yet impious rashness to seek 
to escape from the consequences of sin, by a direct 
violation of God's commandment, " Thou shalt do no 
murder,^* 

We can only repeat to men, that " all unrighteous- 
ness is sin," and " the wages of sin is death." But 
this we will also say, that the God of righteous judg- 
ment will hold the originator and cause of the 
suicide's death as equally, if not more guilty still. 
Almighty justice will by no means clear the de- 
stroyer, when the- destroyed one perishes by so fear- 
ful an end. 

Look at yonder drowned daughter of sorrow, in 

o 
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deviKsh mockery called the " daughter of pleasure ! " 
Mark her downward career. See her, in her father's 
house, the very lily of confiding goodness — the 
fragrant symbol of innocence; behold her going 
down, step by step, to the gates of perdition — a 
houseless wanderer upon the world's highway, with 
the brand of shame deeply furrowed into her once 
pure brow. She has now nowhere to lay her head. 
As she shudders through the midnight streets, she 
listens to the booming of the solemn bells. They 
speak of departed hopes, of joy for ever drowned 
in a sea of despair. She looks up, and sees the ruddy 
glow of the firelight playing against the curtained 
windows. She had, once, a no less luxurious home ! 
The pulses of her languid lifeblood congeal, as she 
beats up against the cutting sleet. The wind makes 
cruel sport of her scant and dripping garments as 
she totters on, seeking some sheltered comer wherein 
to doze away her grief. She sits down in some door- 
way, and falls into a broken slumber. A rough 
hand is laid upon her shoulder. She is shaken, and 
bidden to pass on ; she regains her feet, and wanders ' 
forth again, not knowing whither to go. A direful 
fate leads her to the dim-lighted bridge, beneath 
which, the black river rolls sweltering to the sea ! 

A sudden access of despair seizes her. She gains 
the parapet, and flings herself headlong into the 
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waters. Her pale emaciated body is rescued^ but it 
is too late. Those wan cheeks shall never more 
know the blush of shame. 

Her poor lost soul is already pleading against him 
who decoyed her from the paths of virtue ; against 
him who first stamped the impress of sin upon her 
once calm forehead^ and launched her pitilessly upon 
the waters of guilt that run down, with direct course, 
to the pit of hell. 

Men and brethren, I offer no excuse for the sin of 
suicide, but decide, as Christian people, Which is the 
most guilty of the twain, the destroyer or the destroyed f 

God is no respecter of persons. He will not 
judge less impartially than men. His balances can* 
not err in judgment. From His tribunal there is 
no appeal, and from His sentence there is no escape. 
A man shall reap even as he has sown ! 

But turn we for one moment, in conclusion, from 
man's selfish depravity, to the contemplation of 
God's superabounding mercies. It is just and need- 
ful that sin should be reproved ; that the deformity 
of guilt should be displayed, in some of the black 
heinousness, which it wears in the sight of God the 
Judge of All. 

God be praised, ours is not a ministry of condem- 
nation. We are bidden to denounce sin, but also to 
point the sinner to Jesus. God is ready to pardon ; 
merciful, and full of compassion. When, therefore, 

o2 
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He touches our consciences by the spectacle of a 
man^ like Saul, lost in spite of Us opportunities, He 
does it, that we may fly to Jesus, and take refuge be- 
neath His cross, that we may wash in the fountain of 
His blood opened for all uncleanness, and so And 
rest unto our souls. 

Let none of us, therefore, deceive ourselves, and 
say, that we have no sin — that we have not trans- 
gressed after the manner of the son of Kish. Be- 
loved brethren, if we speak thus, " the truth is not 
in us." It was Saul's neglect of his opportunities 
that led him, by slow degrees, to reprobation. It was 
his presumptuous disobedience, his fplly in supposing 
that .he was not bound to obey God's taommandments 
to the letter — ^his refusal to repent, to acknowledge 
his guilt, and to retrace his steps. And, have we 
not all sinned, in spite of light and knowledge ? 
How faltering has been our obedience — how imper- 
fect and insincere the most decided steps that we 
have taken to amendment of life f 

Our sins are red like crimson; the colour of 
them is as scarlet ; they are more in number than 
the hairs of our head. But in sight of the cross, and 
within hearing of the Gospel, there is no reason that 
we should despair. 

God yet waits to be gracious to us. He will put 
away our iniquities ; He will love us freely for His 
name's sake. 
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This is why, instead of being cut oflF in the midst 
of our days, the goodness of God spares us, and 
leads us to repentance. He does not despise, nor 
abhor us. For the darkest of all our sins He has an 
Atonement sufficient. They shall be white as snow. 
Yea, and more than this ; forgiveness is not the only 
gift that Christ has received for the rebellious. He 
has also grace sufficient to carr^ us through future 
temptations — power sufficient to keep us against the 
day of His appearing. 

Be not dismayed or discouraged, therefore, when 
you reflect upon the dreadful shipwreck of Saul^ 
cut off*, without hope of forgiveness, in the midst 
of his sins. Be not swallowed up with over much 
sorrow when you think of your own infirmities, and 
the dangers which beset you, and sore let and hinder 
you in running the race set before you. Believe, 
rather, with that other Saul, who was first a per- 
secutor, but afterwards an apostle, that the grace of 
God has not been bestowed upon you in vain. 
Pray for the love of Christ to constrain you to 
live as becometh people professing godliness. So 
shall the Lord deliver you from every evil work, 
and grant you to depart in peace, in sure " hope of 
that eternal Hfe, which God that cannot lie, pro- 
mised before the world began.'* (Tit. i. 2.) 



REPLECTION XI. 



§Mi, t^e "iSlm after ^oVs feart. 



Psalm u. 3. 

" For I acknowledge my transgressions : and my sin is ever 
"before me." 




HIGH of us has not, at least once in his 
lifetime^ gone out into the fields a great 
while before day, whilst darkness divided 
her supremacy with the silent stars ? The distant 
city^ with its slumbering myriads^ lay dim and 
voiceless as the grave^ save when the clocks chimed 
the fleeting hours, and the lamp glimmering in 
some window-pane spake of the student's vigils, 
or the watchings of charity beside the couch of 
pain. 

As time wore on, the crowing of the cocks, the 
faintest streak of grey in the eastern horizon, told 
that night was waning and that day approached. 

Anon, the grey streak kindled into a ruddy flush. 
Morning began to break. Twilight stole dimly over 
the scene. The heart of the city began to beat 
again. Spires, houses, trees, and hedges loomed 
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indistinctly through, the mist. We saw men, as 
trees walking, as the rustic went forth to labour, 
and the sons of toil betook them to their early 
avocations. For a short time longer the powers of 
darkness seemed to struggle for the mastery, and 
then the east flashed out in crimson and violet and 
gold. The lark sprang heavenward, singing her 
morning hymn. The most distant objects stood out 
with vivid distinctness, in the pure morning air. At 
last the sun leaped forth in flaming majesty. The 
vapours rolled their discomfited battalions from the 
hills ; the shadows fled away ; the darkness was 
past; the true light shined. It was the "perfect 
day ! " 

" The path of the just," says Solomon, " is as the 

shining Hght, that shineth more and more unto 

the perfect day.^* (Prov. iv, 18.) 

He speaks from the analogy of nature. God's 
dealings with His servants must be studied by the 
Sun of Righteousness. Then will the path that He 
leads them appear brighter and brighter, although 
human frailty walks on it, although man's infirmity 
casts many a dark shadow of imperfection across it. 

Thus, contrasting Divine condescension with 
mortal nothingness and proneness to go astray — 
when giving thanks to God for any of His servants 
departed this life in His faith and fear, we shall take 
courage for ourselves — ^we shall give glory to God, 
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and endeavouring also to walk in the light of the 
Lord, we too shall be made worthy followers of the 
elders who obtained a good report through faith. 

The words of the text, I need not tell you, were 
written by David, Israel's greatest king. They 
form one of those illuminating touches which grace 
casts, in kindling brightness, over one of the darkest 
periods of his career. 

The Bible calls David a "man after God*s own 
heart." It also sets out the sombre features of his 
career with impartial fidelity. With truthful sim- 
plicity, it relates his misdeeds, as well as his virtuous 
exploits, without excuse or palliation. How profitable 
then for us, that in David's own inspired writings, 
God has given us an insight into the workings of his 
soul — that the Bible has left us a record, not only of 
shining talents marred by crying sins, but also of 
misdeeds truly and deeply repented of — of sin put 
away, and the sinner accepted before God ! 

We have said that David was IsraePs greatest 
king. Under him first, the people of Abraham 
attained to a commanding position amongst the 
surrounding nations. But administrative abilities 
and shining valour, martial prowess in the field, 
alone, by no means constituted the sum of David's 
greatness. He was a great general, a mighty 
monarch, an illustrious conqueror. But to know a 
man to be universally admirable you must contem- 
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plate his lesser actions ; you must scan his motives ; 
you must study his written thoughts, as well as his 
spoken and acted ones. You must stand, so to 
speak, a listening auditor in the presence chambers 
of his soul. 

We are in a position to do all this, in respect to 
David. The Holy Ghost has left us an inspired 
record of his actions. David himself has admitted 
us into the secret recesses of his thou&:hts, by his 
own, no less inspired, writings. . 

All David's written remains are, with one excep- 
tion, devotional and religious. 

The one exception is the lament over Saul and 
Jonathan in 2 Sam. i. 19 — 27. It stands unapproachable 
for pathetic sweetness, and impassioned outpouring of 
affectionate emotion. Had he left nothing else be- 
hind him but this one piece, it would place him in the 
foremost rank of genius and poetry. David's other 
writings are found in 2 Sam. xxii., xxiii., and in the 
Book of Fsahns. 

Seventy-three of these incomparable hymns and 
lyric odes, and probably many more, are the acknow- 
ledged work of David's pen. They are uniformly 
great in beauty of thought, in power of diction, in 
richness of imagination, in wondrous knowledge of 
men and nature. 

Viewed simply as a man, the composer of these 
Psalms (viii., xix., xxiii., xxiv., Ixv., Ixviii., Ixxvi., 
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Ixxvii., c, ciii., and civ.) wrote for all times. His 
glowing measures will never be obsolete, nor out of 
date. Those I have enumerated, are some of the 
most obtrusively beautiful in colouring and language, 
in a garland of sacred poesy, each separate flower of 
which has a loveliness peculiarly its own. Because 
in this wreath, we bestow especial notice upon the 
superlative damask of the rose, let it not be thought 
that the chaste pre-eminence of the lily and the 
incensed breathings of the violet are wanting. 

Let him that would be a poet, let him that would 
drink deep into the spirit of the Divine art, place 
himself at the feet of David, the shepherd king of 
IsraeL He will find every emotion depicted with 
living vividness, and majestic fidelity. Now the 
mighty channels of his imaginative soul are filled to 
overflowing, and his thoughts roU majesticaUy on- 
ward, with the vocal impetuousness of the " sound of 
many waters." Now they glide tranquilly, with 
melodious tunefulness, amid pastoral scenes peopled 
with the graceful forms of a refined and tender 
imagery. 

Such was the intellectual genius of that shepherd 
lad of Bethlehem- Judah, whose father Jesse " went 
among men for an old man in the days of Saul," and 
whom the " Lord had commanded to be captain over 
his people.** He was in the fields, keeping his father's 
sheep, when Samuel came to his father's house, and 



DAVID, THE MAN AFTER GOD*S HEAKT, 203 

fetched h\jn home to anoint him king, in the room 
of Saul. To his lowly occupation he went back 
after his unction, to learn in the wilderness that 
patience of hardship, that indomitable courage and 
reliance in Providence, which made him so renowned 
in after life. His matchless skill in playing the harp 
caused him to be sent for, when the evil spirit from 
God troubled Saul. David " played with his hand,** 
and the supernatural melancholy departed. 

But personally, David seems to have attracted little 
notice from the king. He returned to his rustic 
pursuits, and it was from the sheepfolds, that he came 
to the camp, on a visit to his brethren, when he met 
and slew Goliath, of Gath, the champion of the 
Philistines, with a sling and a stone. Then first he 
emerged into public, bravely leading the Hebrews 
from the entrenchments to victory, and returning, 
amidst a tumult of acclamation, to Saul, t^ith the 
head of the giant in his hand. 

Again, for a season, David seems to have performed 
the thankless office' of endeavouring to beguile the 
melancholy of Saul, as of old, with his harp. Now, 
Saul clearly foresaw that David would supplant him 
in the throne, as he had done in the affections of the 
people. The king, again and again, attempted 
David's life. At last he was driven forth a house- 
less wanderer, with a price on his head, now hiding 
him self in some pit, or cave, or rocky fastness. The 
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captain of a band of 600 daring spirits who were 
fiigitives from their homes, until he fled to Achish, 
king of Gath, and received from him the present of 
the town of Ziklag, and obtained, amongst the 
Philistines, the safety and distinction which were 
denied him in his own country. 

Twice, during his wanderings in the wilderness of 
Judah, Saul fell into his hands. Twice he spared 
him, who so cruelly sought his life ; and extorted 
from Saul the tearful confession, that he was " more 
righteous *' than himself. 

But at last the day arrived in which Saul and 
Jonathan perished in battle upon the mountains of 
Gilboa. Judah immediately saluted David as their 
king. He was now thirty years old. Seven and a- 
half years after, Israel remembered their debt of 
gratitude, and David was made ruler of the entire 
nation. 

Even now his magnanimity did not forsake him. 
He showed kindness to the House of Said. He for- 
gat not the " covenant of love** that existed between 
him and Jonathan. Mephibosheth his son, was one 
of those that did eat at the king's table. 

David allowed no motives of selfish fear, or 
worldly prudence to draw him aside from his duty to 
God, nor to lead him into the commission of wrong, 
for expediency's sake. In this respect he affords us 
a noble example. He was content to wait God's 
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good time, believing that, in His own Divine Wisdom, 
He would accomplish His promises. His times were 
in God's hands. He was the holder of promises 
which he knew should be performed. God had 
sworn to him, and He would not repent. He trusted 
himself implicitly to what Isaiah so beautifully 
describes as *^ the sure mercies of David." 

But the text introduces us to a later period, and an 
altered scene. The days of distress and persecution 
were over. For a long time David had enjoyed the 
deserved honours of royalty. He had collected 
around him an accumulation of wealth and magnifi- 
cence unknown in former tim^s. 

Growing rich, he grew self-indulgent and careless. 
Grown careless, he neglected to watch and to pray 
against temptation. Neglecting to watch and pray, 
he fell grievously into sin. 

The heading of the Psalm, from which our text is 
taken, tells us that it was composed after Nathan the 
prophet came to him, to rebuke him for his adultery 
with Bathsheba, and the contrivance of the death of 
her husband Uriah. 

Uriah was one of David's most devoted officers. 
He was serving his king and country against the 
Ammonites. David seduced his wife, and caused the 
husband to be slain in battle, commanding his com- 
rades to desert him in the fight and leave him to be 
slaughtered by the enemy. 
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For a year or nearly so^ David contmued imcon* 
Bcious of the vfleness of his conduct. Even when 
Nathan came to him, and told him a pitiful story 
how a rich man had taken from a poor man his one 
ewe lamb to dress it for a stranger, David remained 
impenetrably blind. He threatened the oppressor 
with death for stealing a lamb, but he failed to con- 
fess that his own hands were red with blood, that he 
was an object for abhorrence before God and man. 

At last, with faithM severity, with homely blunt- 
ness, Nathan tore the veil from his eyes. He bid 
him look at home, " Thou art the man .'** — ^David was 
awakened as if from a dream. He was aroused to 
the hideousness of his guilt. In dust and ashes, 
with genuine tears of self-abasement, he confessed 
his crime, he acknowledged his iniquity. He sought 
and obtained pardon from God. 

David was indeed forgiven, his repentance was 
accepted, but he sat on his throne from that day forth, 
a dishonoured man ; with a tarnished sceptre and a 
disquiet crown ; a melancholy warning to all who shall 
wax lukewarm in their religion, and who, forgetting 
to pray, and letting go of God* s protecting hand, 
imagine that they can stand in their own strength. 

Unbelievers have often pointed scornfully to David 
(as they have done to others* of the holy men of 

* I greatly regret to observe, in the Speaker's Ck)m- 
mentarj, voL I., p. 256, in reference to Moses' smiting the 
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old, whose faults are recorded in the Bible as well as 
their trimnphs by faith), and said, "here is a pretty- 
specimen of a saint ! Look at ' the man after God's 
heart/ This prime favourite of heaven was a 
murderer and adulterer!'* There might be some point 
in the accusation, if the Bible omitted the story of 
David's crime, and left it to be recorded by some 
secular writer, like Philo, or Josephus, Greater 
would be its force, if the sin were palliated, if the 
awful punishment that followed upon it, according to 
Nathan's prophecy, were suppressed. But what are 
the facts of the case ? David never, after these events, 
knew a moment of domestic happiness. His secret 
iniquity was punished openly and before the sun. 
His child by Bathsheba was smitten and died. His 
favourite son Absalom revolted, and conspired against 
his Hfe. Absalom publicly polluted his father's 

Egyptian, the following words . — " The slaying of the Egyptian 
is not to be justified, or attributed to Divine inspiration." 
Did, then, God enlist the services of a murderer, without 
rebuke, and exclude this very same " murderer " from the 
promised land, because " he spake unadvisedly with his lips " ? 
The truth is, that Moses saw one of his countrymen about to 
be murdered by an Egyptian, and seeing that there was no 
assistance near, for which he had ** looked this way and that 
way," he did what every honest man would do, he risked his 
own life in defence of the helpless. The entire subject is 
discussed on pp. 221—223 of my Paraphrastic Commentary 
on the BpUtle to the Hebrews, 



208 DAVID, THE MAN AFTER GOD's HEART. 

wives, and was at last slain, as lie hung in tlie oak tree, 
vdthout a moment for repentance, by Joab. Tamar, 
David's beautiful daughter, was dishonoured by her 
half-brother Amnon. Amnon was treacherously 
murdered by Absalom in revenge. David was for a 
time driven from his throne by Absalom's treason. 
God refused to permit him to bmld His temple, because 
he was a man of blood. The last moments of his 
days were embittered by the conduct of his children. 
Adonijah revolted, and tried to oust Solomon from the 
throne, before his father's death. The sword never 
did depart from David's house as long as he lived. 
He was visited with the sorest afflictions and chas- 
tisements, to the last hour of his life. God forgave 
the sinner, but He punished the sin. And why did 
God forgive the sinner ? The reason is to be found in 
the words of the text. 

" I acknowledge my transgression, and my sin is 
ever before me." In this affecting Psalm, David has 
left us abundant proofs of the genuineness of his 
sorrow. He has given us an inspired formula of 
words for confession. He has taught sinners, through- 
out all ages, how they may come to God. and find 
rest to their souls. The Holy Ghost has assured us, 
by the mouth of Nathan His prophet, that David's 
repentance was accepted, and his sin put away. 

In this sense, especially, David is a " man offer 
God's heart," He was a sincerely repentant sinner. 
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One, therefore, in whom the Lord loves to show forth 
all the riches of His grace, and to invite others 
equally undone, by the spectacle of His forgiving con- 
descension, to take refuge in the promises of His 
mercy. 

The calumny is therefore vile as it is baseless, that 
the men whom the Bible represents as the 
favourites of heaven, were men who, steeped in 
sensuality, indulged themselves by special license, 
in every variety of abomination. 

The Bible nowhere represents any man as perfect. 
It gives a faithful record of human infirmity. 

It does present us with many shining examples 
in which God's grace proved suificient. It esta- 
blishes what it asserts, that departure from God is 
the certain forerunner of a downfall. It enforces, 
by example as well as by precept, the salutariness 
of the warning — " Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.'* But, on the other hand, the 
Word of God cannot deny itself. It everywhere re- 
presents Jehovah as the Saviour of sinners, as One 
who will not clear the guilty; but, to the contrite 
ones, as a God who cannot fail in one word of His 
" good promise," even that promise of forgiveness 
upon which He has caused us to hope. 

This it is why the name of the son of Jesse, in 
spite of all his frailties, in spite of all his graver 
crimes, is handed down to us, not in characters of 

p 
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burning shame, not as a hypocrite, a backslider^ a 
homicide, and adulterer — but as a miracle of convert- 
ing grace, a wonder of redeeming love; as a re- 
pentant sinner, justified fron^ the guilt of sin, saved 
from its power ; even as St. Paul wrote of himself^ 
who was first a persecutor, but after an apostle — "This 
" is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
" that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
** sinners, of whom I am chief. Howbeit, for this 
" cause, I obtained mercy, that in me first, Jesus 
" Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a 
" pattern to them which shoidd hereafter believe on 
« Him to life everlasting." (1 Tim. i. 15, 16.) 

And now, in conclusion, what sinner, I ask, who 
has pondered the story of David's sin and repent- 
ance, will not admit that it is good for him to do 
so? Good for him that his own sins have been 
called to remembrance; good for him to have 
meditated awhile over the confession of David — 
"I acknowledge my transgression, and my sin is 
" ever before me " ? 

Can we not understand that the story of David, 
which was written aforetime, was written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of 
this Scripture might have hope ? 

If God forgave David (upon his repentance) the 
sin of adultery — delivered him from blood-guiltiness, 
and restored to him the comforts of the Spirit, how 
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can we doubt that God will also, for Christ's sake, 
loose us from the chains of those sins by which 
we feel ourselves to be at present tied and bound, 
and in due time speak peace to our conscience, 
saying unto us, " Son, he of good cheer ; go in peace, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.'' 

The way that David obtained assurance of pardon, 
was by a frank and unreserved confession of his 
guilt. He confessed his sin and forsook it, and so 
his iniquity was pardoned. And so it must needs be 
with ourselves. If you feel that you are vile, come 
to the Fountain opened for all uncleanness. If you 
feel that you are sick unto death, come to the Good 
Physician. If you are terrified by an undefinable 
dread of unfitness, knowing that you have gone 
astray like a lost sheep, not knotcing how to re- 
turn unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls ; 
take with you the words of David, urge your 
petition in the name of Christ, and say, " Purge 
** me with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; wash me, 

" and I shall be whiter than snow Lord, 

"open thou my lips, and my mouth shall show 
" forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice, 
" else would I give it, thou delightest not in burnt 
" offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken 
" spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart, God, thou 
" wilt not despise." 

Such, be assured, is the spirit of true repent- 
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ance. Such is the acceptance that it meets with 
before Him, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, ^nd to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

If then there be any one to whom these words may 
come, who has carried about in his troubled conscience 
a life-long burden of guilt ; if there be any whose feet 
have begun to slip upon the broad road that leadeth 
to destruction, who is standing in the way of 
sinners, and dissembling before God and his fellow- 
men — consider on the one hand, how God is no 
respecter of persons. Your sin will find you out. 
Yoii shall receive according to your works. Con- 
sider on the other, how David disposed of his load 
of transgression. He did not any longer resist the 
strivings of God's Holy Spirit ; he put away all re- 
fuges of lies. He went straight to God, and be- 
sought Him to have mercy upon him, and to blot 
out all his transgressions. He was not despised or 
rejected ; he was not left comfortless ; he received 
assurance that his sin was put away ; he was 
restored to peace with God, and a quiet mind. 

And so it is with every sinner who comes to God 
through Christ. He is not sent empty away; it 
may be, very speedily, that he receives an answer of 
peace. It may be, by slow degrees, that the sense 
of condemnation passes away, and he knows that he 
has passed from death unto life ; but in the end the 
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result is the same. The power of Christ's cross is 
brought home to his soul. He sees the curse re- 
moved, the sacrifice of his peace accepted ; the Spirit 
beareth witness with his spirit that he is a child of 
God ; the love of Christ is shed abroad in his heart, 
even that perfect love which casteth out the fear that 
hath torment. He is enabled with humble confidence 
and quiet assurance to look forward to " the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. ^^ 

God grant that we may all thus dispose of our sins; 
renouncing every unfruitful work, laying aside every 
hidden thing of dishonesty, trusting ourselves solely 
to God^s promised clemency in Christ, who is the Sa- 
viour of all men, especially of those that believe; 
and so when Christ shall appear unto them that 
look for Him, the second time, without sin unto 
salvation, the last shadows of apprehensive frailty 
shall be dissipated by the bright beams of approach- 
ing redemption. We shall know that our warfare 
is accomplished, that our iniquity is pardoned. We 
shall have confidence, and not be ashamed before 
Him at His coming. The welcoming acclama- 
tions of the shining ones, and the stainless lustre 
of the resurrection-robes wherewith we shall be 
clothed upon, will tell us that we are more than 
conquerors, and that those garments of beauty and 
gladness provided for us have indeed been washed 
and made white in the blood of the Lamb. 
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

'' Such a book as this has long been a desideratum with 
"us. . . . To real students the volume will be real 
'* treasure. . . . It is one of the most useful books we 
" know." — Literary Churchman, 

" As a paraphrase and commentary the book is far the best 
" extant"— 6^/o6e. 

" In no one single portion of the New Testament could a 
" more important or difficult Epistle be met with for elucida- 
*^ tion than that to the Hebrews, and scarcely could any one 
" better adapted for the work than Mr. M*Caul have under- 
" taken to explain it critically and doctrinally, since the mantle 
** of his eminent father, the late Dr. M*Caul, the most eminent 
" Hebraist of his time, seems eminently to have fallen upon 
'' him. It is much to be desired that an exposition, at once 
" so learned and so sound, may meet with the attention and 
'* consideration it deserves from the Episcopal Bench ; for it 
" will most certainly be the best modern book upon its sub- 
" ject which can be placed in the hands of Candidates for 
" Ordination." — BelVs Weekly Messenger. 

" Mr. M*Caul is never ashamed of being too orthodox. 
** . . . We heartily commend this godly and well-learned 
*' writer to the Christian student." — John BvlL 

" We welcome this work with more than ordinary ^ratifi- 
" cation. . . . There was a feeling amongst many devout 
" students of Holy Writ that the Church of England, as well 
" as orthodox Christendom, had lost their ablest and firmest 
'^ champion by the lamented death of Dr. M'Caul, the late 
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" revered Rector of St. Magnus-the-Martyr. Such of our 
" readers as are conversant with the powerful writings of the 
" deceased divine and scholar, will find, on perusing the work 
" under notice, that the departed theologian is not unfitly re- 
" presented by his eldest son, the respected Rector of St. 
" Michael Bassishaw. We could not help fancying, now and 
" then, whilst perusing some forcible, clearly reasoned-out 
" passages in the learned treatise before us, that it was with the 
" late Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis of 
" King's College himself that we were holding converse, so 
" cogent and conclusive are the expositions and illustrations 
" found to be. The Rector of St. Michael Bassishaw has not 
" only produced a sound and lucid exposition, . . . but 
" has illustrated it with an amount of learning which very 
" few possess. We cannot speak too highly of the patience 
" and perseverance of research which, page by page, the work 
" makes manifest." — Rock. 

" There is a passage in the Rev. Joseph B. M'Caul's Para- 
" phrastic Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, p. 131 
" (on Heb. ix. 16, etc.), which, to my mind, is perfectly con- 
" elusive on this vexed and much canvassed question. If the 
" Revising Committee have any doubts as to the correctness 
" of the Authorised Version, they cannot. I think, do better 
" than consult Mr. MKauPs book in loco. It has recently 
" been put into my hands by a literary friend and neighbour, 
** as a scholar and a theologian second to few, who thus 
*' expresses his opinion of its merits, written in pencil, on the 
" inside cover : — * This is the ablest hook on the Hebrews I have 
" * ever read, not excepting my favourite Carpzof, who wrote the 
" * preface to the ** Pugio Fidel ' of Raymundus Martinus,* " — 
Correspondent of " Notes and Queries.^* 

** This is a solid and learned work, worthy of the writer, 
" who is one of the gifted family of the late Dr. M*Caul. 
** . . . Such a work as that which is now before us was 
** much needed. . . . We believe the book is of high 
" value, both to the student and lover of theology. We wish 
" it all success, and we should be glad to see similar volumes 
** on other parts of Scripture prepared by Mr. M*Caul in 
** course of time.*' — Record. 

" * The worthy son of a worthy father,' was our unpremedi- 
*• tat^d criticism, as we laid down this admirable book, after 
** attentive perusal. Mr M*Caul has produced one of the 
'* best exegetical commentaries we have seen for some time on 
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" a portion of Scripture confessedly requiiing all the illustra- 
" tion which learning and ability can give it." — English 
Churchman and Cleriml Journal. 

" A most learned and scholarly work. . . . We have 
" tested it at many points, and always with fullest satisfac- 
*' tion. "We mean to use it in our college work, for which it is 
" well adapted. Emphatically a book for advanced students." 
— Sword and Trowel, edited hy the Rev, C. H, Spurgeon. 

" This work is full worthy of the name which is never 
" mentioned by Christian scholars without a feeling of pro- 
" found respect. The volume before us illustrates the old 
" adage, ' The apple does not fall far from the tree.' The 
" Eector of St. Michael Bassishaw shows the same soundness 
'^ in the faith, the same zeal for the truth, the same diligent 
" research, the same cogency of reasoning, the same versa- 
** tility of learning, the same true, unfeigned, unaffected love 
•* for our nation, aa his sainted father, the late Rector of St. 
•* Magnus-the-Martyr, displayed. All these characteristics 
** are plainly perceptible in the Paraphrastic Commentary on 
** the Epistle to the Hebrews. Our esprit de corps, as 
" Churchmen, which is so creditably a prominent feature in 
* this country, will be gratified by the publication of this 
" exposition. It is one of the most able commentaries which 
** the Church of England has of late years produced. Church- 
" men have good reason to be proud of the work and its work- 
" man. The author will, henceforth, occupy a place in the 
" first rank of Biblical scholars, and this his volume will be 
" held to be one of the most important contributions to sacred 
** literature. The work is dedicated * To the Bishops and 
** Clergy of the sister Churches of England and Ireland.' If 
" we had any influence with * the upper ten thousand * of our 
" Church , we should strongly recommend to their notice the 
" excellent * Paraphrastic Commentary on the Epistle to the 
" * Hebrews,' which is inscribed to them."— i?66rew Christian 
Witness, 
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